

finlf states may agree to summit 

i 

MANAMA (R.) — Foreign nanisms from Egypt, Syria and the 
six-member Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) may meet in July to discuss 
a proposed summit oo a security pact signed in Damascus last year, a 
senior Gulf official said on Wednesday. The official said GCC states 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates were not against- the summit proposal, which has mooted last 
week by the Syrian and Egyptian presidents Hafez AJ Assad and Ffosni 
Mubarak. “If there is a summit, die foreign ministers would have to meet 
fcrt ... we (GCC) have agreed cm a July date. If it takes place, the summit 
would probably be in the autumn,’' he said. Foreign ministers Gram be 
eight states had been due to discuss dm stalled Damascus pact, covering 
joint security arrangements and GCC economic aid, earlier this year. The 
meeting, last set for May. was postponed more than once. GCC 
Secretary-General Abdullah Bfebara said last month the six states were 
still determined to implement the pact, aimed at giving Egypt and Syria a 
role in defence of the oil-rich area. 
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Happy ’Eid AlAdha 

On account of the ‘Eid Al Adha holiday, the Jordan Times 
will hot be published on Saturday, June 13, and Sunday, 
June 14. The next issue of the paper will appear orr 
Monday, June 15. The Jordan Times wishes its readers and 
advertisers a very happy *6d. 
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Iraq opens new 
oil pipeline 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said on 
Wednesday it had opened a new 
oil pipeline linking a pumping 
station in die southern town, of 
Zubair with Fao and the Mina AI 
Bakr export terminal at die head 
of the Gulf. The Iraqi News 
Agency (ENA) said the 101- 
kilometre pipeline had a capacity 
of 1,017,000 barrels per day 
(bpd). INA quoted the director 
general of the Iraqi oil projects 
company, which constructed the 
pipeline, as saying the line would 
' give the Southern Oil Company a 
large export capacity. 

Turkey may reduce 
fees for pipeline 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey, fear- 
ing it could lose business, may 
-.reduce the $264 million fee h has 
been demanding from Iraq to 
reopen an oil pipeline, Anatolian 
news agency said on Wednesday. 
It said Turkey had invited Iraqi 
officials to Ankar a to disrpss 
resuming flow through the twin 
986-kilometre long pipelines, 
running from the Kirkuk oil fields 
in northern Iraq to terminals on 
Turkey’s Mediterranean coast. 
“It will be meaningless to keep 
these plants (in Turkey) idle. Iraq 
also restored the alternative ter- 
minals in Mina Al Baqr in the 
-south. It may use it as a trump if a 
dialogue does not start," an oil 
official told the agency (See story 
on page 2). 
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Algiers frees 

2,000 

fundamentalists 

ALGERS (AP) — About 2,000, 
Muslim fundamentalists have 
been freed from detention camps 
~m the desert in the past few days, 
the Interior Ministry, announced 
Wednesday. The ministry said 
the latest releases bring to about 

3,000 the number of detainees 
freed after being held without 
charge for three or four mouths. 
They were arrested following a 
Feb. 9 state-of-emergency de- 
cree. The ministry said 4,448 
detainees remain in the camps, 
some of whom would be released 
soon. Others suspected of serious 
offences would remain in cus- 
tody, but would move to northern 
areas from the desert camps in 
the south, where summertime 
heat can be extreme. 

Britain assesses 
details 

of Llbya-IRA links 

LONDON (R) — Britain on 
Wednesday began assessing in- 
formation supplied by Libya ab- 
out links to Irish guerrillas but 
officials stressed this fell far short 
of full compliance with U.N.- 
backed Western demands. A 
British official said several pages 
of information provided by 
Libya's ambassador to Tunisia at 
a meeting in Geneva on Tuesday 
had arrived by fax at the Foreign 
Office. “We’re looking at it,” he 
said, adding that the process 
might take some time. 

Hero defeats villain 
in Indian election 

NEW DELHI (R) — A movie 
star candidate of Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao's Congress Party 
defeated a screen vfllam rival on 
Tuesday in one of several Indian 
by-elections. Congress sources 
said Monday’s votes to elect two 
parliamentary deputies and 19 
state assembly members were. a 
crucial test of Mr. Rao's popular- 
ity. Film star Rajesh Khanna won 
the prestigious New Delhi seat by 
over 28,000 votes. Mb. Khanna’s 
nearest rival, screen villain Shat- 
rughan S inha of the Hindu Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party, blamed elec- 
toral violence for the Congress 
victory. 

Sudan says rebel 
attack on Juba foiled 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan’s) 
military government said) 
Wednesday it foiled a rebel ' 
attack on a strategic southern 
town. A government statement 1 , 
said it troops “annihilated” a; 
force of the Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) that had 
entered the government-held re- 
gional capita! Juba last Sunday. 
The statement described the re- 
bel attack as “a desperate 
attempt... at creating a propagan- 
da victory to make up for their 
failures and repeated debacles on] 
all fronts.”! 


Over 2 million 
perform Haj 


MOUNT ARAFAT (Agencies) 
— More than two million Muslim 
pilgrims chanted prayers and- 
verses of the Koran cm the desert 
slopes of this holy mountain near 
Mecca from daybreak on 
Wednesday at the dimax of the 
animal Haj. 

Dressed amply in white, seam- 
less robes, pilgrims from around 
the world said their main concern 
was the heat, forecast at 45 de- 
grees Celsius (113 F). 

Only a few managed to climb 
the small hillock known as Jabal 
Al Rahma (Mount of Forgive- 
ness) where the Prophet Moham- 
mad delivered his last sermon 14 
centuries ago. 

Official said 1,012,140 pilgrims 
had come from abroad this year 
to join more than one million 
from within Saudi Arabia at rites 
considerably eased by expanded 
and improved facilities under a $5 
billion Saudi government 
scheme. 

As the Haj reached it high 
point, Saudi Arabia fended off 
verbal attacks from Iraq and 
Libya. 

Charges that 10 Iraqi pilgrims 
had been manhandled to death by 
the Saudis were rejected by a 
government spokesman as “gib-* 
be ring falsehoods,” (see page 2). 
Libyan assertions that Riyadh 
blocked the Libyan pilgrims was 
slammed as ‘"propaganda hub- 
bub.” 

Except for “a small fire in an 
empty tent camp ... extinguished 
within minutes” late Tuesday by 
the Saudi civil defence, officials 
say this year’s Haj has been 
trouble-free compared to the 
political violence and tragic acci- 


dents that marred previous 
rituals. 

Gen. Abdullah AI Sheikh, the 
director of public security in the 
kingdom, said that by 8 a.m. 
(0500 GMT), all the pilgrims had 
ascended Mount Arafat “With- 
out any bottlenecks ... or criminal, 
acts or traffic accidents worth 
mentioning.” 

The annual gathering ^ in- 
evitably seen many dramas in the 
past- Some 1.400 pilgrims died in 
a tunnel stampede two years ago. 
More than 400 mainty-Iranian pil- 
grims died in dashes with security 
forces in 1987. 

The Ira n ia n s were absent the 
following three years in protest 
a gainst a Saudi-damped quota, 
but returned in 1991 and have 
created no problems. 

But last year, a Nigerian plane 
crashed killed 264 pilgrims and 
crew returning after the Haj. 

A Saudi official statement this 
week expressed anger at claims in 
scattered I ranian papers about 
Saudi security harassing the ba- 
nians. 

More anger, however, was 
directed to Tripoli and Baghdad. 

The Libyan Foreign Ministry 
said King Fa bd had prevented 
Libyan pilgrims by conceding to 
the U.N air embargo damped 
over the Lockerbie affair. A 
Saudi official statement de- 
nounced the “Libyan propaganda 
hubbub... the Libyan regime 
seeking material for provocation, 
and the detraction of its own 
people.” 

It pointed out that more than 

3,000 Libyans were present at 
Mecca, having come from third 
countries. 


Israel says curbs on 
Gazans eased further 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
said Wednesday it had further 
eased restrictions on the flow of 
Arab workers from Gaza into 
Israel. The limits were imposed 
following a two-week closure of 
the seaside strip after the fatal 
stabbing of an Israeli girl by a 
Gaza man on May 24. 

Israel Radio said more than 

1,000 Palestinians from Gaza en- 
tered Israel Wednesday morning 
under the new rules, many more 
than on Monday or Tuesday. 

The Gaza Strip had been 
closed until Monday, when 
Gazans aged 28 and over were 
first permitted back inside Israel. 
Transportation had to be pro- 
vided by employers for groups of 
at least ip employees. 

The restrictions blocked most 
of the 40,000 Gazans who nor- 
mally work in Israel from return- 
ing to their jobs. 

On Wednesday an Israeli gov- 
ernment statement said the mini- 
mam age for Gazans allowed 
inside Israel was lowered to 25 
and that groups of fewer than 10 
workers would be allowed in. 

The changes followed pressure 
from Israeli businessmen and 
militaty officials who worried that 
the initial restrictions would fuel 
further unrest. 

Israeli media said Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir was also un- 


happy with the restrictions, 
apparently fearing a fresh wave of 
violence on the eve of June 23 
national elections. 

The Hebrew daily Hadashot 
quoted Mr. Shamir as telling par- 
liament’s defence and foreign 
affairs committee on Tuesday 
that “that closure of Gaza isn’t a 
desirable solution. We must find 
other ways to provide the popula- 
tion there with a livelihood while 
preventing violence.” 

“We are working through a 
method of experiments and trial 
runs,” Mr. Shamir told legislators 
who discussed Gaza policy. We 
must try di ffe re nt ways and new 
ideas.” 

About 100 Israelis, mainly 
building contractors, chanted slo- 
gans, stopped cars and banged on 
their roots in Gaza on Tuesday to 
protest at the new pass laws 
preventing thousands of Palesti- 
nians from working in Israel. 

Police threw the protesting em- 
ployers out of the tightly guarded 
strip. 

In Gaza City on Tuesday sol- 
diers shot and critically wounded 
Mantzar Selim, 16, after youths 
hurled concrete blocks at the 
troops, an army spokeswoman 
said. 

Unknown assailants in the 
Gaza Strip Wednesday shot dead ' 
a man who residents said was. 
well-known as a collaborator 



fife Majesty King Husseto Wednesday decorates an ex-serviceman for his dis tin gu i she d service (Petra 
photo). 

Jordan celebrates anniversary 
of Great Arab Revolt, Army Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Wednesday celebrated the 
anniversary of the Great 'Arab 
Revolt and Army Day with festi- 
vities organised by the Armed 
Forces. 

One of the highlights of the 
events was a ceremony attended 
by His Majesty King Hussein at 
the Martyrs’ Monument in Am- 
man. 

King Hussein accompanied by 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah, Prince Ali, Prince 
Hamzeh and Prince Hasbem and 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaket-.4ndc_Mber di gnitaries, . 
attended the ceremony. 

After an official welcome cere- 
mony, the King toured various 

Iran hangs 
4 rioters 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — Four 
Iranians were hanged Wednesday 
•for leading anti-government riots 
recently in the northeastern city 
of Mash ad, Tehran Radio said. 

An unspecified number of 
others who took part were sent- 
enced to lashings or prison terms, 
and the investigation into the 
riots was continuing, the radio 
! said. 

'‘Four of tire main ringleaders 
1 of the May 30 unrest in the holy 
dty of Mashhad were hanged at 
dawn,” Tehran Radio said. 

Mashhad’s Islamic revolution- 
ary court sentenced an unspeci- 
fied number of people to long or 
short jail terms or flogging for 
rioting and trials of others con- 
tinued, it added. 

In Tehran, supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said the 
Mashhad violence was carried out 
by “bullies and ruffians... insti- 
gated by the clandestine, masked 
counter-revolution . ” 

“There is this group of ruffians 
and bullies, a small minority, the 
loafers and vultures in the socie- 
ty- 

“The law-enforcement machin- 
ery should pull them out and 
throw them away like weed,” he 
said in a speech to members of 

(Couttaued oa page 5) 


parts of the museum relating the 
story of the Great Arab Revolt 
and the items and weapons de- 
noting the development of the- 
Jordan Armed Forces since the 
revolt began in 1916. 

King Hussein also watered the 
olive tree in the courtyard and 
opted the visitors' register. 

Earlier in the day. King Hus- 
sein decorated senior offices of 
the Armed Forces and the Public 
Security, the Chrfl Defence and 
the General Intelligence Depart- 
ment with distinguished medals in 
recognition of their services. 

.-The ceremony took place at 
Jtaghadan. palace in Amman. 

After the presentation of the 
medals. King Hussein met at Al 
Hussein Youth Qty with dignrtar- 


Angry mourners assail 
Islamists at Fodah funeral 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Hundreds 
of angry, weeping mourners mar- 
ched through Cairo shouting 
secular slogans and singing 
Egypt’s national anthem at the 
funeral of murdered writer Farag 
Fodah on Wednesday. 

Mr. Fodah, 47, a prominent 
secularist who scoffed at Muslim 
fundamentalists, was gunned 
down on Monday in- the first 
killing of its land in Egypt for 
several years. 

He received traditional funeral 
prayers at the Omar Makram 
mosque in central Cairo. 

“Farag Fodah” is the martyr of 
God,” “Islam is Islam,” no to the 
Jama’at and brothers,” mourners 
shouted in the funeral procession. 

They were referring to the 
Jama’at Islamiya (Islamic 
Group), which espouses the use 
of force to oppose the govern- 
ment and the fundamentalist 
Muslim Brotherhood who seek 
an Islamic state by peaceful 
means. 

One suspect, alleged trigger- 
man Adel Shafi Ahmad, 25, was 
arrested after Mr. Fodah’s shoot- 
ing. Police said be admitted the 
attack was planned - since early 
this year because of Mr. Fodah’s 
criticism of Muslim militants. 

Government ministers, pres- 
idential aides, Egypt’s highest 
Islamic official and some Muslim 
fundamentalists joined about 300 


friends, relatives, and secularist 
sympathisers in the procession. 

After coffin bearers loaded the 
body into a hearse, a crowd of 
mourners pursued Mohammad 
Abdul Qaddous, a prominent 
Muslim fundamentalist and jour- 
nalist attending the funeral, down 
a side street angrily shouting at 
him “look at the blood of Farag 
Fodah.” 

Security forces shielded Mr. 
Abdul Qaddous and bundled him 
into a car which sped away. 

Police hunting one of Mr. 
Fodah’s suspected killers said 
earlier they arrested about 200 
suspects in searches through a 
fundamentalist district and placed 
armed guards on many of Egypt’s 
prominent intellectuals. 

Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
told Reuters he could not give an 
official statement on the killing, 
on which the government has so 
far remained silent. 

Government newspapers pub- 
lished a drivers’ licence picture 
Wednesday of the alleged 
motorcycle driver, identified as 
Ashraf Ibrahim Al Sayed Sal ah. 
The driver fled the scene in a 
commuter train. 

A spokesman for the Muslim 
Brotherhood said Wednesday the 
group opposed the use of vio- 
lence as occurred in Fodah’s kill- 
ing. 


From the sands of Sinai in 1967 to the waters of 
the Gulf in 1991 — the rise and fall of Arabism 


By Lamfc K. Andkmi 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER the 
humiliating military defeat in 
the 1967 war with Israel, the 
late pan- Arab nationalist 
Egyptian President Jamal 
Abdul Nasser announced his 
resignation in a radio speech, 
triggering massive demonstra- 
tions across the Arab World, 
demanding that the charisma-} 
tic leader remained in power. 

Subsequently, when Nasser 
bowed to popular pressure he 
made another speech describ- 
ing the result of the war “as a 
setback” (naksah in Arabic), 
vowing to regain the Arab land 
captured -by Israel and to lead 
the Arab World to victory. 

Twenty-five years later, the 
Arab World has not recovered*. 


from its defeat and it has been 
forced to move towards a prac- 
tically more pragmatic 
approach and accept peace 
talks with Israel under terms 
that fall short of Arab" national 
rights and aspirations. 

Nasser did not five long 
enough to realise his declared 
goals (be died in 1970). The 
1967 defeat is now viewed by 
Arab historians as a turning 
point that signalled a rapid 
collapse of pan-Arabism. 

Some historians and 
analysts, however, argue that 
the 1967 nrifitaxy defeat could 
have been a starting point for 
Arab unity and building Arab' 
strength if Egypt had not; 
'Signed the 1978 peace treaty 
with Israel — which removed 


tiie most populous Arab coun- 
try from at least the military 
equation of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

This theory, endorsed by 
several scholars from Jordan, 
Egypt, Palestine and Syria, 
cites the revolutionary and 
pan-Arab national trend that 
swefrt the Arab World im- 
mediately after the 1967 war. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

The wave of what appeared 
then to be a surge of revolu-' 
tfonaxy pan-Arab nationalist 
and leftist movements across 
the Arab World with Nasser at 
tiie helm suffered a Mow when 
Egypt shifted its postion under 


the late President Anwar Sadat 
in the mid~70s and throughout 
the 80s. 

The only exception was the 
emergence of an independent 
nationalist Palestinian move- 
ment, which ironically picked 
up momentum after tire Arab 
defeat, which inadvertently 
prompted Palestinians to de- 
cide to take their destiny into 
their own hands. 

It was in 1969, two years 
after the war, nascent armed 
resistance groups led by Fateh 
took over the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO), turn- 
ing into an independent repre- 
sentative of tiie Palestinian 
people. 

Although the Palestinian 
movement as such was not 


avhed by tiie decline of pan- 
Arabism, it still suffers from 
the reverbations of the 1967 
defeat and the developments 
winch followed. 

“The balance of power im- 
posed by the 1967 war was 
reinforced again and again, 
finally dictating the disadvan- 
tageous terms of the current 
peace process,” says Dr. Mus- 
tafa Barghouti, a prominent 
activist from die West Bank 
who attended the recent Lis- 
bon meeting to reassess tiie. 
seven-month-old Middle East 
peace process. 

Like most Palestinian activ- 
ists and analysts. Dr. Bar- 
ghouti views the Camp David 




France; assigns top 
judge to Bseiso case 


ies and exchanged with them 
good wishes on the occasion. 

These included the prime 
minister. Cabinet members, the 
speakers of Parliament, the 
speaker of the Palestine National 
Council, senior officers of the 
Armed Forces and tiie Public 
Security Department, Palestine 
Liberation Army, diplomats and 
others. 

Field Marshal Fathi Abu 
Taleb, chairman the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff of the Armed Forces, 
hosted a lunch in honour of the 
King at Al Hussein Youth City. It 
was attended by Princes Abdul- 
lah, Ali, Hamzeh, and Hasbem as 
well as the prime minister and 
dignitaries. 


PARIS (AP) — France’s , top 
anti-terrorism judge was assigned 
Wednesday to oversee investiga- 
tion into the assassination of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion’s (PLO) acting security chief 
outside a Paris hotel. 

The PLO has blamed the trill- 
ing of Atef Bseiso on the Israeli 
secret service, Mossad. 

However, French investigators 
say they also are examining the 
possibility that Mr. Bseiso was 
kille d by members of the Abu 
Nidal organisation. 

The Israeli government has de- 
nied responsibility, although its 
military intelligence chief linked 
Mr. Bseiso to the attack that 
killed 11 Israeli athletes at the 
1972 Sommer Olympics. 

Mr. Bseiso, who was gunned 
down early Monday, was in Paris 
to meet with French intelligence' 
officials, sources in the PLO and 
French government have said. 
Some French press reports said 
he regularly provided French offi- 
cials with information on Pales ti- 
■man splinter groups such as Abu 
Nidal’s organisation. 

Anonymous callers have 
claimed responsibility on behalf 
of two Jewish extremist groups. 

The French news agency 
Agence France-Press (AFP) said 
it received a communique Tues- 
day at its bureau in Tunisia claim- 
ing responsibility on behalf of the 
Abu Nidal group. But AFP said 
die group later issued a statement 
in Beirut denying it had issued 
such a communique. 

Two members of the PLO’s 
ruling Executive Committee, 
Suleiman Najjab and Abdul 
Rahim Mallouh, said Monday 
they did; AQt believe that Abu 
Nidal was involved. 

Mr. Bseiso had run the PLO’s 


day-to-day security affairs since 
his predecessor, Salah Khalaf, 
was assassinated by a turncoat 
bodyguard in January 1991. 

Ibrahim Souss, the PLO’s chief 
representative in Paris, said the 
kilfing “bore the fingerprints of 
tiie Mossad because of its plan- 
ning, its method of execution and 
the high degree of professional- 
ism with which it was carried 
out." 

The government prosecutor’s 
office Wednesday formally 
opened a judicial investigation of 
Mr. Bseiso 's kflfing. The case was 
assigned to Judge Jean-Louis 
Brugniere, who bas handled 
numerous terrorism cases, includ- 
ing several involving the Abu 
Nidal group. 

Mr. Brugniere now is in Africa 
pursuing an investigation of the 
bombing of a UTA airliner over 
Niger m 1989 that killed 170 
people.. He has issued arrest war- 
rants for four Libyans suspected 
of involvement 

Police said Mr. Bseiso, 44, was 
shot with a 9- MM firearm as he 
returned to his Left Bank hotel 
from a dinner with two friends. 
Investigators said the killers 
clearly were wen-informed about 
Mr. Bsdso’s movements. 

Mr. Bseiso, married and the 
father of three young children, 
was born in 1948 in Gaza. His 
family fled months later because 
of the Arab-Israeli war. 

Palestinian officials in Tunis, 
ate of PLO headquarters, said 
Mr. Bseiso’s body had been 
brought there Tuesday night. 
They said he would be buried in 
the same cemetery where Mr. 
Khalaf and some of the victims of 
a 1985 Israeli raid on PLO head- 
quarters were buried. 


Israeli warplanes bomb 
Lebanon resistance bases 


SXDON (Agencies) — Israeli 
warplanes blasted resistance 
bases in South Lebanon Wednes- 
day after dashes in the security 
zone it occupies in South Leba- 
non. 

Police in the southern market 
town of Nabatiyeh said fighter 
bombers rocketed the Loweizeh 
hills in Iqlim Al Tufah in two 
sorties. 

Reporters said they could see 
clouds of dust and black smoke 
billowing from the scene, where 
tiie Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
maintains mortar and Katyusha 
rocket bases. 

No immediate casualties were 
reported in the 6:30 p.m. (1530 
GMT) raid, the 19th such strike 
on targets in Lebanon this year. 

At least 37 people were kHled 
and 81 wounded in the previous 
attacks since Jan. II. The last 
three were carried out on June 5. 

The raid capped a day of vio- 
lence in tiie volatile region, dur- 
ing which Israeli helicopter 
gunships strafed resistance bases 
above Sidon. 

That attack followed two sepa- 
rate clashes in the “security 
zone” between Hizbollah and 
Palestinian guerrillas and the 
Israeli-affiliated South Lebanon 
Army (SLA). 

The SLA mifitiamen were, 
wounded in the gun battles, 
according to police. 

Israel’s warplanes earlier buz- 


zed Sidon and nearby Palestinian 
refugee camps in a series of mock 
air raids. Six jet fighters took turn 
in crashing the sound barrier in 
low altitude sorties, but carried 
out no bombing runs. 

Security sources said the heli- 
copter gnnships caught a guerrilla 
squad heading to attack the 
“security zone” in the south held 
by Israel troops and the SLA 
militia. 

The gunships strafed the guer- 
rilla, wounding two, the sources 
added. 

The Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
ip a statement in Beirut said its 
guerrillas ambushed an Israeli 
patrol near the village of Zawtar 
and caused heavy casualties. 

Hours later, the Islamic Resist- 
ance, a coalition led by Hizboi- 
lab, said its fighters ambushed an 
Israeli patrol near Sojoud hill on 
the edge of the zone. 

The Islamic Resistance said an 
Israeli armoured troop carried 
was destroyed and ail soldiers 
aboard were killed. 

Palestinian fighters were on 
alert Wednesday fearing an 
Israeli ground thrust. 

Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) sources in Sidon said 
the alert was ordered as a precau- 
tion in light of stepped np Israeli 
military activity. 
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Qadhafi comes under 
unprecedented attack 
from Libyan weekly 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) -r- A Li- 
byan newspaper, in an extraor- 
dinary attack on Colonel Muam- 
mar Qadhafi, has denounced his 
dream of Arab unity as a ‘'mir- 
age” and said Libya most put its 
own interests first. 

The article appeared in A1 
Jamahiriya, a weekly published 
by Libya's “revolutionary com- 
mittees," as the country faced a 
crucial decision — whether to 
surrender to the West two men 
accused of blowing up an Amer- 
ican airliner in 1988. 

It did not we CoL Qadhsffs name 
but there is no one else in Libya 
to whom it could possible have 
been addressed. 

"You are chasing a mirage" it 
said. “But this time we are not 
running after you... 

“Go where you like. We will 
not follow... the Arabs are 
laughing at us because of you and 
we will tolerate it no longer." 

“We have been waiting for 20. 
years... today, we do not care 
whether you agree or not... we 
shall not believe a word about 
what you call the Arab fate', 
‘Arab blood* and ‘Arab feeling'... 

"Your Arabs have turned their 
backs on us. They surrendered, 
and took up the banners of our 
enemies. 

"Your Arabs blackmailed us, 
and joined those who blockade 
and restrict us. They are contri- 
buting to our murder by instal- 
ments.” 

The United Nations imposed 
sanctions on Libya in April to 


S. Arabia 
denies Iraqi 
charge of 
Haj deaths 

JEDDAH (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has dismissed as lies an Iraqi 
minister's charge that 10 Iraqi 
pilgrims had (Bed because of 
Saudi mistreatment -daring the 
annual pilgrimage to Mecca 
which reached its climax on 
Wednesday. 

“The Iraqi ofHcral was 
lying... in a dear attempt to 
defame Saudi Arabia and its 
institutions,’’ the offidal Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) quoted an 
official statement as saying late 
on Tuesday. 

Iraqi Religious Affairs 
Minister Abdullah Fadfael said 
at a Baghdad news conference 
on Tuesday that :he pilgrims 
died in a desert camp near 
Medina because the Saudi au- 
thorities left them without food 
and water for five days. 

“The minister... lied in ev- 
erything he said at die news 
conference," the brief state- 
ment said. 

Mr. Fadbel also said that 
women pilgrims were molested 
by the Saudi guards and pil- 
grims were robbed. 

Saudi Arabia, which was 
main base of U.S.-led forces 
that defeated Iraq in the war 
over Kuwait, agreed to accept 
10,000 pilgrims from Iraq this 
year. 

Mr. Fadbel said more than 
50 were denied entry when 
they travelled by land to Saudi 
Arabia on May 30. 

SPA on Tuesday published 
interviews with Iraqi pilgrims 
praising the Haj facilities pro-, 
vided byy the kingdom. But 
most were clearly Kurdish and 
other opponents of Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein based in 
territory outside Iraq govern- 
ment control. . - ■ 


press for the surrender of two 
men accused of planting the 
bomb that destroyed a Pan Am 
Jumbo jet over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land, in December 1988 and for 
cooperation with France in a 1989 
airliner bombing over Niger. 

The weekly appeared on Tues- 
day with the article, headlined 
"Allowing the forbidden” on its 
last page. Its text was carried 
overnight by the offidal news 
agency JANA, which has been 
going through unexplained inter- 
nal changes. 

Until this week JANA and 
Libya’s only daily newspaper A1 
Fajr A1 Jadid, were telling read- 
ers that Arabs supported Libya in 
its conflict with the West over 
accusations it supported ter- 
rorism. 

On Tuesday then began saying 
the Arab and Muslim worlds 
were not backing Libya. 

A revolutionary committee 
sacked Mohammad Lamari as 
director of JANA and Ai Fajr A] 
Jadid, although there was no 
other outward sign of upheaval. 

"They have been spurred on to 
do this by a real anger against 
fabrication and deception which 
aims to deceive the people and to 
make them ignorant," the agency 
said in a commentary on the 
takeover. 

The motive behind tbe change 
was unclear. 

One of tbe first stories the 
“new JANA" distributed was a 
report of telephone calls by Col. 
Qadhafi to leaders of tbe four 


Other countries in the Arab 
Maghreb Union. They are Alger- 
ia, Tunisia, Morocco and Mauri- 
tania. 

The dispatch said Col. Qadhafi 
complained of die U.N. sanctions 
against Libya and especially of 
Saudi Arabia’s complicity in 
them, which disallowed Libyan 
flights carrying pilgrims to Mus- 
lim holy sites in Saudi Arabia. 

The criticism of Col. Qadhafi 
came two days before the Gener- 
al People's Congress, tbe top 
rung of Libya's protracted par- 
liamentary procedure, was to 
announce important political, 
economic and foreign policies. It 
was expected to discuss Libya’s 
hnpasse with tbe West. 

The criticism coincided with a 
meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, 
where Libya was reported to have 
given Britain information on for- 
mer Libyan links with the Irish 
Republican Army. 

It was not immediately known 
whether the meeting dealt also 
with tbe bombing of the Pan Am 
plane. 

The attack on Col. Qadhafi 
accompanied a larger campaign 
against Arab peoples and states, 
particularly Saudi Arabia. 

In die past, such Libyan cam- 
paigns targeted Arab govern- 
ments and regimes but not the 
people on ground they are sup- 
ressed by their rulers. 

"We have to rearrange our 
house to serve our own national 
interests and nothing else," said 
AI Jamahiriya. 


Israel frees detained 
foreign peace marchers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli authorities 
have released some 100 Amer- 
ican and European peace activists 
after detaining them for two days’ 
for crossing into a dosed military 
zone, an activist spokeswoman 
said. 

. Tbe peace activists are in Israel 
for a week of demonstrations 
%gainst occupation timed to coin- 
cide with the 2Sth anniversary of 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

Spokeswoman Kathy Kelly 
said other activists nonetheless 
managed to visit Palestinians in 
the dosed military zone of Jenin 
in West Bank on Tuesday, from 
which they had been barred on 
Sunday. 

On Sunday, the army said the 
presence of the peace marchers 
could have indted violence. 
Israel Television reported that 
tbe Jenin area remained dosed 
on Tuesday because of a shooting 
incident on Tuesday morning. 

The detained peace marchers* 
included 4/6 Americans and four 
Canadians. 

Israeli interior ministry spokes- 
woman Tova Elinson said Tues- 
day the peace marchers would 
not be welcome in Israel beyond 
the dates on their return tickets. 
“They are tourists here and they 
have to obey the lay," Mr. El in- 
sou said. 

But Ms. Kelly said some tour 
members were considering ex- 
tending their stay beyond their 
ticketed June 15 departure date. 
“We'd Hke a better understand- 
ing of what tbe occupation is like 
for both Palestinians and 
Israelis,” she said, noting that the 
group has not yet had an oppor- 
tunity to meet Israelis. 

She also said that tbe group 
was appealing a police ban on the 
final leg of the march, from the 
West Bank town of Ramallah to 
occupied Jerusalem, to Israel’s 
supreme court. The final stretch 
was to have taken place on 


Wednesday. The police ban came 
after Sunday's arrests. 

Peace marcher G. Simon 
Harak, a Catholic priest from 
Fairfield, Connecticut, said the 
experience was the first time he 
had ever been jailed. “It was 
worth it for the sake of peace and 
justice between Israelis and 
Palestinians," he said. 

Mr. Harak, 45, who teaches 
ethics and justice at Fairfield 
University; said he entertained 
his fellow inmates with Bible land 
stories during the detention. 

Israeli said Tuesday troops and 
police prevented a group of Jews 
from crossing into the occupied 
West Bank to establish a new 
settlement. 

Military sources said the set- 
deis were blocked under the 
same rules used against tbe peace 
marchers. 

The settlers, rejecting press re- 
ports that their attempt was fink- 
ed to Israel’s election on June 23, 
said a group of 20 families would 
keep trying to Ginat, currently an 
army outpost on die outskirts of 
the West Bank city of Jenin. 

The army’s Jenin area com- 
mander Colonel Amal told the 
settlers: “Sunday morning I had 
other people here, people from 
the peace movement. I am car- 
rying out the orders of tbe army, 
of my commanders, and I got an 
order not to allow you to pass, 
just as the others were not 
allowed, and I ask you to honour 
it." 

Defence ministry spokesman 
Danny Naveh told Reuters the 
outpost would become a civilian 
settlement "at some point." 

"There is a standing decision to 
make the outpost a settlement, 
but no decision bas been made as 
to when," be said. Fostering Jew- 
ish settlement has been a corner- 
stone of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s hardline Likud govern- 
ment, but has led to friction 
between Israel and Washington. 


Egypt’s 

Muslims 

blame 

government 
for Fodah 
murder 

CAIRO (Agencies) — As 
security forces searched for the 
killer of an Egyptian writer 
who mocked Muslim fun- 
damentalists, a Muslim group 
said the government was re- 
sponsible for bis death by let- 
ting him defame Islam. 

Farag Fodah, 49, a promin- 
ent secularist, was riddled with 
bullets while getting into his 
car on' Monday evening and 
died in hospital on Tuesday. 

Security sources said there 
were two attackers. They had 
caught one and mounted a 
sweeping search for tbe other. 
They identified both as mem- 
bers of Jihad, the underground 
group that assassinated Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat in 1981. 

They gave no details of the 
manhun t 

His death drew mixed reac- 
tions from the fundamentalists 
Muslim brotherhood and hu- 
man rights activists, but both 
blamed the government. 

A strong opponent of Mus- 
lim fundamentalists in his writ- 
ings, fie bad announced a few 
hours earlier plans to form a 
new movement to unite Egyp- 
tians of all religions. 

The officially^) aimed Mus- 
lim Brotherhood expressed 
sorrow at the killing but said 
tbe government was to blame. 

“We are extremely sorry 
that events developed in such a 
way,” Brotherhood spokes- 
man Mamoun AI Hodeibi said 
in a statement. But be added: 
"In our view the government's 
behaviour generally speaking 
i is responsible." 

"Tbe government support 
people who use their pens to 
stab Islam in the back." 

Hamid AI Sayed, a top- 
surgeon called in by President 
•Hosni Mubarak, used 25 litres 
of blood trying to save Mr. 
Fodah who was wounded in 
tbe fiver, stomach and longs. 

Security sources said tbe 
captured suspect, Abdul Sbafei 
Ahmad, had admitted to plan- 
ning the killing for five 
months. 

...The sources said other 
prominent personalities bad 
been put under armed guard. 
They gave no details. 

In his last article, in the 
state-controlled October 
magazine on Sunday, Mr. 
Fodah said the Tunisian gov- 
ernment had filmed fun- 
damentalist leaden having sex 
with beautiful women on 
prayer rugs. 

"Tbe forces of darkness are 
obssessed with sex," he wrote, 
ridiculing a militant Muslim 
group in Assint for banning 
aubergines and marrows be- 
cause of supposed sexual con- 
notations. 

Tbe Egyptian Organisation 
for Human Rights (EOHR) 
hailed farag as a founder mem- 
ber and a tearless advocate of 
freedom of thought 

“It is tbe first time in recall 
in which an Egyptian thinker is 1 
assassinated for no other 
reason than for his thought and 
views, a precedent which rep- 
resents a dangerous intensifica- 
tion of die crisis of freedom of 
thought in our country,” 
EOHR said in a statmeot. 

It blamed the government 
for allegedly turning a blind 
eye to religious extremism. 
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Iraq appeals for 
end to sanctions 



RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Iraq 
appealed to the world on Tuesday 
to Hft U.N. sanctions imposed 
nearly two years ago, saying it 
had behaved in a responsible 
maimer and would continue 
cooperating with the U.N. Secur- 
ity CCmndL 

Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz made call tbe in a speech to 
delegates at the United Nations 
Conference on the Environment 
and Development in Rio de 
Janeiro. 

"The Security Council is. called 
upon to take serious measures 
towards lifting tbe blockade and 
to refrain from being a political 
tool used to achieve objectives 
contrary to the principles en- 
shrined in tbe U.N. Charter,” 
Mr. Aziz said. 

The sale of Iraqi oil, the coun- 
try’s main source of earnings, has 
been emb a rgoed since the Secur- 
ity Council imposed mandatory 
sanctions against Baghdad in Au- 
gust 1990, shortly after Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait. Tbe sanctions re- 
main in place. 

Mr. Aziz, however, said Iraq 
bad already demonstrated "with 
proof arid documentation the ex- 
tent of our implementation of the 
council's resolutions but the 
council's position remains un- 
changed, and the blockade 
against Iraq continues un- 
abated." 

Security Council members say 
they are not satisfied Iraq has 
cooperated fully in disclosing its 
weapons of mass destruction, 
which are required to be des- 
troyed under U.N. resolutions. 

Mr. Aziz devoted most of his 
speech to describing tbe environ- 
mental destruction which be said 
had been caused by the U.S.-led 
allied bombardment of Iraq dur- 
ing the Golf war. 

"The decisive solution to Ward 
off the dangers of disease and 
pollution in Iraq lies in tbe lifting 
of the comprehensive blockade 
imposed upon our people," he 
said. 

"I do not want to stir a political 
debate from this podium which is 
devoted to the question of tbe 
environment," be said. 

“The link, however, between 
the environmental situation in 
Iraq and the blockade imposed 
upon it is unequivocally clear and 
has been confirmed by tbe re- 


ports of t be United Nations it- 
self." 

Mr. Aziz said the allied bom- 
bardment of oil installations, de- 
salination plants, pipelines and 
waste treatment plants had 
brought about “large-scale com- 
plex and dangerous environmen- 
tal problems, affecting our water, 
our air and our soil.” 

He singled out for particular 
criticism what he said was the use 
by allied forces of rockets made 
from depleted uranium. 

“The rockets fired by the U.S. 
tanks alone may well have con- 
tained something in excess of 
50,000 pounds of depleted ura- 
nium, containing enough radioac- 
tive material to endanger the lives 
of half a million people,” Mr. 
Aziz said. 

"This heinous crime against 
humanity should be condemned 
most strongly by the international- 
community.” 

OB talks on June 19 

The United Nations and Iraq 
will resume talks June 9 on allow- 
ing the sale of $1.6 billion of Iraqi 
oil if preliminary talks are prom- 
ising, a U.N. official said Tues- 
day. 

"A possible resumption of the 
talks on June 19 is being discus- 
sed at the moment, although it 
has not been finally agreed by the 
secretary-general," U.N. spokes- 
man Francois Giuliani said. 

“IT there is an indication that 
the talks will be fruitful, then the 
19th probably would be the 
tupe,” be added. 

The last round of talks was held 
in Vienna in March on a Security 
Council plan to allow Iraq to sell 
up to $1.6 bflfion worth of oil 
over six months to buy humanita- 
rian goods, pay war reparations 
and fond U.N. programmes such 
as die destruction of Iraq's nuc- 
lear, chemical and biological 
weapons prog r a mmes. 

Iraqi officials have refused to- 
cozzsenttoU.N. terms for the sale , 
of oil. | 

The chief U.N. negotiator at ! 
tbe talks. Assistant Secretary- 
General Giandomenico Picco, 
told Reuters Monday that Iraq 
had suggested resuming the dis- 
cussions in Vienna during the 
second half of June but that some 
problems still re main to be re- 
solved. 


Russia will not count out future nuciearsalea 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A lop Russian military official vtsmug frae! 
would not count out. future foreign sales of Russa’s mictear 
weapons stockpile, Israel Television reported Tuesday. Dr. Vitaly 


Babel throws down 
gauntlet to opposition 


BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi 
newspaper that has started pub- 
lishing news of opposition activi- 
ties said Tuesday it was doing so 
to show that President Saddam 
Hussein has nothing to fear. 

Tbe daily Babel, published by 
President Saddam’s eldest son 
Uday, broke fresh ground on 
Monday when it printed a front- 
page story on a planned meeting 
of Iraqi opposition groups in 
Vienna by mid-June. 

It said 40 dissident groups plan- 
ned to attend, including Kurdish 
rebel leaders. Massoud Barzani 
of die Kurdistan Democratic Par- 
ty and Jalal Talabani of the Pat- 
riotic Union of Kurdistan. 

It was the first tune an Iraqi 
paper has named the opposition 
factions or reported that the 
Vienna gathering will discuss 
plans to topple the government. 

“The agenda includes tbe elec- 
tion of an executive committee 
and drawing up plans to termin- 
ate tbe regime of Saddam Hus- 
sein,” Babel said on Monday, 
quoting from an opposition state- 
ment. 

On Tuesday, Uday wrote in a 
signed editorial that questions 
had been raised about me story 
which required clarification. 

He explained that he had pub- 
lished it so that Iraqis would not 
seek information about the 


opposition from foreign radio sta- 
tions. 

Baghdad was in no way 
threatened by the opposition 
whose leaden were “despicable 
renegades,” he added. “We 
wanted to make them understand 
that we fear nothing." 

Iraq last - week called the 
opposition groups traitors, saying 
they could achieve nothing apart 
from issuing statements and hold- 
ing meetings in "hostile capitals.” ’ 

Ethnic, religions and ideologic- 
al differences usually keep apart 
the 60 opposition groups, but 
Uday said all of titan together 
were no match for tbe author- 
ities. 

Reminding the government's 
opponents of an Iraqi political 
tradition he said: “The aimed 
forces were behind all political 
dianges in Iraq. No one bas come 
from abroad and assumed power 
in the country." 

However, the official press last 
week reacted angrily to U.S. 
plans to increase funding for 
attempts to topple President 
Saddam. 

The New York Times reported 
tfrjt the House of Representa- 
tives Select Committee on Intelli- 
gence approved secret funding of 
$40 rrulbon for 1993 to overthrow 
President Saddam, more than 
double this year's $15 ntfiiion. 


Russia is very busy withdrawing these weapons inside Russia. 
But, Mr. Shlykov added, “What will happen later, well think 
about it later.” Israel Television reported that Mr. Shlykov said 

Rnssia’ssaiesof conventional weapons would continue in order to 
help prop up Russia's a i lin g economy. The television report-said 
that Mr. Shlykov counted out Russian involvement in the solving 
problems in the Middle East until its own problems were solved. 
Mr. Shlykov is heading a seven-member delegation of Russia’s 
current milit ary leadership visiting Israel on a week-long trip 
organised by the Washin gton-based International Security Coun- 
cil. The delegation received extensive briefings from their 
counterparts in tbe Israel defence establi s h men t. Israel Television 
said. 

Three policemen killed In Algiers 

ALGIERS (R) — Three Algerian policemen were, slain on 
Tuesday *nH another wounded by unknown armed attack eis, 
police sources said. The policemen, who were on guard duty at a 
cement factory quarry at Rais Mamklou, a northern suburb of 
Al gier s, were attacked at dawn on Tuesday, the police , added 
without giving any details . Quoting eyewitnesses, the national 
radio said in a broadcast that "a number of other wounded 
policemen were in a serious condition." Armed attacks against 
the police or paramilitary forces, in which nearly 70 have died 
dntv> February, have generally been .attributed by au&orities to 
Muslim fundamentalist groups. Furthermore, the Arab language 
daily Algerie- Au jourd Trot , citing witnesses, said on Tuesday that 
army helicopters had bombed the villages of Belxnou, Arkoub, 
Teguirine and Djarrah in tbe mountainous region of Lalcri h aria, 
80 kilometres south of the capital, where the army has been 
searching for armed groups of fundamentalists since the beginning 
of May. 

Israeli-backed militia frees Lebanese soldier 

NABATTYEH, Lebanon (R) — Israel's militia allies in South 
Lebanon have freed a Lebanese soldier detained last week in 
South Lebanon, witnesses said on- Wednesday. They said the 
19-year-old soldier was released by the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia on Tuesday at a checkpoint on the edge of Israel's 
self-declared “security zone” in the south. He was snatched on 
Friday as be drove to the village of Amoun, just outside tbe zone. 

Who’s trying to make an ass of Likud? - 

TEL AVIV (R) — Someone is trying to make an ass of Israel's 
ruling Likud Party. Police discovered five mules in the stairwell of 
Likud Party headquarters Tuesday with signs in Hebrew reading: 
“Even asses understand it’s time to change the government. ‘TPs 
time for change ” is part of the opposition Labour Party’s slogan 
for the June 23 general election. .■* 

New Tunisian cabinet ministers named • 

■ ■ * a 

TUNIS (AP) — President Zine AI Abkfine Ben AH Tuesday 
named several new government ministers to the cabinet, including 
a top human rights aide to tbe head the Justice Ministry. He also 
created a new ministry of international cooperation and invest 
mem. Premier . Hamed Karoui remained. in his post. Sadok 
Shaahane, presidential counsellor for human rights, was name&to 
take .over the justice portfolio from Abdul Rahim Zouari, who 
left tiie government. Former Agriculture Minister Noun . Zargati 
was named minister of finance, replacing Mohammad Ghkn- 
noushi, who became minister of international cooperation and 
investment. Mr. Ben Ali also named tbe heads of three state-run 
firms to his cabinet: Minister of Equipment and Housing 
Sbarfeddine Guellouz, Transport Minister Tahar Haj Ali, ahd 
Environment Minister Mohammad Hedi Mlika. Presidential 
counsellor Moncer Roussi was named employment minister, aid 
Industrial Promotion Agency Director-General Salah Hanashi 
became state secretary for international cooperation. 

King Hassan names electoral commission 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan has appointed a multi-party national 
commission to supervise Morocco's elections due to be held fob 
year and ensure that they will be free, honest and open. The move 
was apparently designed to satisfy foe demands of four opposition 
parties which have been campaigning for an independent body 
with full powers to supervise and control all stages of the electoral 
process. At a ceremony in the palace, foe king said he would chair 
foe national commission led by Mohammad MDcon, a magistrate 
who is also president of tbe official Consultative Council on 
Human Rights. It will include representatives of five pro- 
government and four opposition parties represented in pariia- 
ment. with representatives of the palace and of the Interior 
Ministry which is responsible for organising the elections. Tbe 
king said there would be a similar commission for each of the 
country's 60 provinces. 

Danish U.N. troops to pull out of Cyprus . 

COPENHAGEN (AP) — Danish peacekeeping forces in Cyprus 
will withdraw after 28 years, Foreign Minister Uffe EUc mann - 
Jensen told reporters Tuesday. The 352 Danish volunteers 
patrolling between the Greek and Turkish zones will probably be 
out of Cyprus by early 1993, Mr. EDemann-Jensen said. “We. 
have done our duty and a bit more than that. We have shown 
charity that is dose to foe unreasonable,” he said, adding that 
U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali has been notified. Mr. 
Elfemann- Jensen said: "There’s a huge demand for peacekeeping 
forces elsewhere in foe world. For tbe moment, (Denmark) is the 
best represented country in Yugoslavia." Besides an 884-member 
contingent in Croatia, Denmark has 46 peacekeepers in Kuwait 
and 25 observers in tbe Middle East. 
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Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 34. Aqaba 42. Hoobdiry readings: 
Amman 23 per cent, Aqaba 23 per 
cent. 
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2* Jeddah (Rj) 

IS 


Oarfc (green) .. 
Lemon ...... 

Marrow (targe) 
Marrow (small) 

Onion (tby) 

Onion (green) „ 


Peaches 

Peas 

Pepper (hot) 


Fotato.„ 

Raffish 


Tomato 
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PRINCESS MAKES INSPECTION TOURS 
■— Her Royal Harness Princess Baana Wedn»- 
day made inspection tons of areas in die Madata, 
Mnwaqqar and Jizefa districts, south of here, 
dteUntag gilts, food aid clothes to needy 

famifirs and enquiring about the work of social 
centres. The Princess, who is chafe-person to the 
Qbccb Alia Social Welfare Fund’s Board of 
Trustees, first stopped at Mnwaqq a r where she 
met with tribal cMeflains and learnt about then- 
social flomBU o M S. She visited At Tafibefeh Pales- 
and met with the local 


residents at the youth centre and the local 
women's groups. She bier called at a munber of 
neighbouring villages where she expressed good 
wishes for the Eid A1 Adha feast. A total of 650 
local needy families received gifts and in-kind 
asdstance during the P r in ces s ’s visit to these 
regions. The Princess's meetings with the load 
residents took place in the presence of local 
govern or s and heads of government departments 
in the region, as weD as senior nffiriab from 
UNRWA (the United Nations Refief and Works 
Agency) for Palestinian refugees. 


’Amman Chamber of Industry prepares 

" ’ 1 *■ •C'" . "^4,- . 

" ■ for meeting on promotion of.exports 

'~ ,<r in- i-J! . auman /tt \ — a Th® statement noted that 


... n: S£i.-. AMMAN (J-T.) — A seminar on 
promoting Jordan's national ex- 
•. -ports will be organised here in 
August and according to the 
lebanta organisers, at least two U.N. 
. organisations and the European 
aijiiajj. Community will be among those 

■ r • : -attending the two-day meetings. 

*- • — 

■'-*** V 


frees 


The Amman Chamber of In- 


- ■ •“.r S^i^-.rtiustry, whit* is sponsoring the 
‘•'V •" wj^". gathering, said that means of 
y 'increasing Jordanian exports and 
‘ ■■■•"• -un 'ur,* . ••^ ow “ , 8 U P on new economic 
^ * . trends, as well as legislation re- 
G 3n asSofUbt ^l u ' re ^ to ensure continued flow 
™ of exports, will be discussed. • 
rr i- ^ ‘ The U.N. Economic and Social 

t a 5" r .Committee -for Western Asia 

u- *„ (ESCWA). the- United Nations 
•-ZJ* • -Conference on Trade and De- 

- 551 ^ -yglopment (UNCTAD) and the 

l . European Community (EC) will 
be among agencies and groups 
pf min(cta». represented at the meeting consi- 
- IStGfS l£. dered as a follow-up to a seminar 
. 1 - ... - organised by the Amman Cham- 

- — ^ * -"'■b er °f Industry in 1989, according 

3 s-:t° a chamber statement. 

.- Mir V i : The statdknent said that ques- 
• • ’SeaiM: .vtions related to simplifying for- 
' j i-jnaiities in export-related mat- 
' : " r ...fcers, increasing the volume of 

rjrul -.frade and. increasing investments 
- V.'.iisSc .*in Jordan to help find work for 

r -. '•!’hs -the unemployed, but skiUed 
: r»iz '..workers, will be among the main 

■■ . ’..-L .:s ...concerns. 




The 

general meeting was held recently 
at the Chamber' of industry 
attended by U.N. agencies repre- 
sentatives to review topics on the 
agenda for the August seminar. 

The statement said that the 
agenda contains such questions as 
incentives to encourage investors 
to come to Jordan, spreading 
awareness among members of the 
public on exports, matters related 
to the services sector and en- 
couraging inter- Arab trade. 

According to Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade officials, dose 
cooperation between the public 
and private sectors in Jordan 
helped to increase national ex- 
ports to JD 771 million by the 
end of 19 91. The ministry’s 
1 secretary -general Marwan Awad, 
was quoted as saying that be- 
tween 1989, when the first semi- 
nar on exports was held, and the 
end of last year, the country's 
balance of trade with India, In- 
donesia,' Yemen, the United 
Arab Emirates, Pakistan, - the 
Philippines, Sudan, Libya and 
Bangladesh was in favour of J 01 4 
dan, but the Kingdom's balance 
of trade with - American and 
European countries was in favour 
of the other countries. 

Mr. Awad noted that the 
ministry was taking immediate 


measures to help promote domes- 
tic and external trade and stimu- 
late Jordan’s trade ties with Euro- 
pean countries. He said by the 
end of 1991, Jordanian merchants 
involved in import/export opera- 
tions stood at 9,000. up from 
2,500 in 1989, something which 
reflects the Kingdom's removal of 
barriers and restrictions in the 
way of free trade with other 
countries. b 

Dr. Rima Khalaf Hunaidy, 
director of the Jordan Export 
Development and Commercial 
Centres Corporation (JEDCO), 
told the Jordan Times recently 
that the Gulf war made Jordan* 
realise the importance of promot- 
ing its exports and diversifying 
export commodities and markets. 
Jordan is still giving priority to 
trading with Arab countries, but 
tbe Kingdom is also looking for 
markets in Europe and America, 
Dr. Hunaidy noted. Sh^ said 
JEDCO offers technical assist- 
ance and partial finance to pri- 
vate sector firms undertaking 
marketing activities and assists 
individual firms to export to U.S. 
and other markets. 

- On the whole, she said, Jordan 
needs to expand the existing mar- 
kets of die Arab world and pene- 
trate new non-traditional markets 
in other countries 
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| ‘Solar chimney’ 
suggested as 
energy source by 
German scientist 
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Aerial photograph of the experimental facility at 
Manzanares, Spain (height of chi mne y 200 n; 
chimney radius 5 m; collector 120/120 m; rotor 
dhuneter 10 m; nomind speed 100 rpm) 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Countries like 
Jordan, with a great deal of 
sunshine and little water, 
should make use of solar ener- 
gy to provide electricity, said 
Jorg Schlaich, who has de- 
signed a solar chimney for so- 
lar thermal electricity genera- 
tion. 

In an interview with tbe Jor- 
dan Times, Dr. Schlaich, the 
director of the Institute of 
Structural Design at the Uni- 
versity of Stuttgart, who is 
currently in Jordan, said that 
wafer is used for the genera- 
tion of electricity, but wben 
there is not enough wafer and a 
great deal of sunshine, “solar 
chimney s” are built for gen- 
eration of energy that is inex- 
haustable, environmentally 
sound and could ultimately re- 
lieve the drain on natural re- 
sources. 

“The solar chimney makes 
use of three well-known 
principles," Dr. 
said, “the greenhouse 
effect, the chimney and the 
turbine. A large expanse of 
'land is covered with a glass 
roof, also called collector 
roots. In tbe centre of this roof 
■is a concrete chimney. When 
•incident solar radiation heats 
the air under the collector 
roof, the hot air nnder the roof 
rises through the chimney 
•causing an upwind. This iscou- 
' verted into mechanical energy 
: by a turbine and then into 
■electricity using a conventional 
generator,” Dr. Schlaich said. 

; He said that this system, 
which he dubbed li the water 


4 power plant of the desert” is as 
expensive as other electricity 
generating methods but that it 
is more dutiable and robust so 
that in tbe long run it wQl 
become more economical than 
other energy producing sys- 
tems. 

He also said that because the 
solar chimney features a sim- 
ple, low-cost design utilising 
know-how and materials, 
namely glass concrete and 
steel, ♦hi* are availably in third 
world countries, a high propor- 
tion of the costs is accounted 
for by work that is simple. 
“This could, like any project, 
help the local labour market 
while at the same time help to 
keep overall costs down,” be 
raid. 

Dr. Schlaich said that a pro- 
totype of tins design was built 
in Spain and proved successful. 
“With the assistance of the 
German Federal Ministry for 
Research and Technology, an 
experimental facility was de- 
veloped and buflt in Manza- 
. nazes, Spain where the many 
advantages of tins solar chim- 
ney were documented by a 
hi gh degree of avaQabQity of 
tbe plant and low operating 
and maintenance costs, 7 be 


According to Dr. Schlaich, 
the solar chimney makes use of 
global radiation, including dif- 
fuse radiation when the sky is 
overcast “There are also many 
factors that affect the amount 
of electricity generated by tbe 
solar chimney,” he said. “The 
higher the cmnuiey, the more 
the electricity that can be 
generated.” 

Dr. Schlaich said that the 


prospects for Jordan include a. 
30 megawatt producing solar* 
chimney, which is a moderate 
size for this order of magni- 
tude. “This is estimated to cost 
JD 100 million, half of which 
could be subsidised by the Ger- 
man government,” be said. 

Dr. Schlaich, who has de- 
signed a number of bridges 
around the world and who has 
the designing of tbe tents for 
the Munich Olympic Games to 
Ins credit, met with members 
of tbe Electricity Authority 
and talked about the prospects 
for Jordan. 

Tire director of tiie Rationa- 
lisation Department at the 
Electricity Authority, Rashad 
Abu Raas. said that before 
such a project wlD be adopted 
to Jordan a study must be 
undergone to determine the 
long-term finanri*! advantages 
for Jordan, but even the study 
is very expensive to conduct. 
“It will cost JD one milK rwi to 
do the study and we do not 
have this money at alL” Mr. 
Abu Raas said. “If money off 
the study was raised in the 
form of a fund and the study 
proved good for Jordan, then 
tiie possibility of making-such a 
solar chimney in Jordan may 
become a reality. Until then, it 
will remain a good idea that is 
not financially feasible in Jor- 
dan,” be said. 

Dr. Schlaich presented a 
paper entitled “Solar Energy 
Utilisation -—Why and How?” 
at tbe Jordanian Co n f eren ce 
on Civil Engineering at the 
University of Jordan which en- 
ded recently and there he 
spoke about the solar Chimney. 



Ministry floods markets with . 
imported meat for the Eid 


AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Supply Wednesday flooded the 
local markets with eight tonnes of 
beef freshly imported from the 
Netherlands; ministry sources 
said that the shipment was one of 
a series to be brought in by 
merchants of tbe private sector. 

According to the sources, each 
kilo of beef will sell for JD 2.32 
only, noting that all types of meat 
will be made available during the 
Eid AI Adha feast starting Thurs- 
day. 

The Amman Municipality 
slaughter house Monday slew 
1,000 heads of sheep to be sold 


locally and according to the 
sources, by Thrusday, another 80 
tonnes of fresh meat imported 
from Bulgaria will be on the 
markets. 

Minister of Supply Mohammad 
Saqqaf Tuesday held a series of 
meetings with envoy from Hun- 
gary, Romania and Bulgaria, dis- 
cussing with them means of 
promoting bilateral trade with 
speci al focus on meat imports 
from these three countries. 

The Ministry of Supply said 
that merchants found violating 
regulations concerning the im- 
port, sale and prices of meat will 
face legal action. 



RJ HONOU RS STAF F — Royal Jordanian (RJ), the national 
airline, has honoured a group of 22 of Hs staff for their 
dfetingnished services for the first half of 1992. RJ Chief Executive 
Officer Mahmoud Jamal Balqaz noted In a brief address at the 
honouring ceremony that he was recognising tbe contribotion of aU 
RJ staff and not only those chosen for the their excellent 
performance this year. He said he appreciated the work of afl RJ 
employees in Jordan and at RJ offices and stations abroad and by 
honouring tbe group, he was giving farther incentive for their 
efforts. RJ takes pride in its famaa resources who, Mr. Balqaz 
said, have proved to be of an excellent standard and high level 
t raining , distinguished among other airfines. Mr. Balqaz voiced his 
good wishes to the staff on the Eld At Adha feast and distributed 
gifts to tbe 22-member staff. According to RJ sources, each RJ 
department nominates exemplary employees for the honouring 
ceremony which occurs monthly, quarterly or yearly. These are 
employees with distinguished performance and/or providing the 
best and model services to passengers. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

King bestows medals on ambassadors 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday confer- 
red Al Istxklal Medal of the First Order upon Russian Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Yuri Griadunov and Czechoslovak Ambassador 
Frantisek Dolezel on the occasion of the end of their tours of duty 
and in appreciation for their services to Jordan. The medals were 
presented to tbe ambassadors Monday by Foreign Minister Kamel 
Abu Jaber at a luncheon held in their honour. 


Minister inspects hospitals, centres 

KARAK (Petra) — Health Minister Aref Al Bataineh made 
inspection visits to hospitals and a number of health centres in the 
Karak govemorate. He announced later that the health situation 
and the services offered by these centres were at a very 
satisfactory level. Among the places visited was a hospital at Gbor 
Safi which offers services to 30,000 local inhabitants. 

PSD announces closing of travel centres 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Public Security Department (PSD) 
Wednesday announced the closure of centres organising the travel 
of citizens to the occupied West Bank across the Jordan River 
bridges during Eid Al Adha feast holiday. A PSD statement said 
that the centres, which were opened June 1 in Amman, Zarqa and 
Irbid, will resume tbeir services Tuesday June 16. 

Minister fixes oil, meat prices 


AMMAN (Petra) — A statement by Minister of Supply Moham- 
mad Al Saqqaf Wednesday fixed the prices of com oil and meat 
for consumers. Tbe statement said that a three litre can of corn oil 
of the Mazola brad 'made in Saadi Arabia will sell for JD 5.75 and 
a kilogramme of frozen meat imported from Germany will sell for 
JD 1.225. 

Minister visits social, child care centres 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social Development Amin 
Mashaqbeh Tuesday paid an inspection visit to AJ Hussein Social 
Centre and the Oiild Care Centre of the Ministry of Social 
Development. Dr. Mashaqbeh called on workers at the two 
centres to do their utmost to achieve the ministry’s goals in the 
field of child care. He said child care and preserving family 
cohesion are of the ministry's most important objectives. The 
minister distributed presents to children at the two centres on the 
occasion of Eid Al Adha feast. 

Service centre organises seminar 

TAFTLEH (Petra) — Princess Basma Social Services Centre in 
Taffleh Tuesday organised a seminar on mother and child health 
in cooperation with the health education section of the Tafileh 
Health Department. Participants at the seminar stressed the 
importance of spreading health awareness among mothers 
through educational programmes and called for improving health 
services provided for mothers and children at primary health care 
centres and mother and child centres in the govemorate to 
protect children from diseases and disabilities. They affirmed that 
balanced nutrition and proper vaccinations are of extreme 
importance for the protection of the health of the mother and the 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of paintings by AU Taleb Raft’ Nasiri at Abdul 

Hameed Shoman Foundation Gallery — (10 a.m. - 5 pan.). 
Plastic art exhibition by 40 Jordanian artists entitled “ An Artist 
and a Painting” at Bafadnn Art Gallery, Gardens Street. 
Exhibition of paintings by Isswn Tantawi at the Phoenix 
. Gallery for Experimental Arts. 

Exhibition of paintings fay Patrice Pain at the French Cnttnral 
Centre. 


I 
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Shobak Castle 

Antiquities Department 

announces discovery of 
1st century graveyard 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Depart- 
ment of Antiquities Wednesday 
announced the discovery of a first 
century graveyard carved in the 
rocks in tbe Amman area and 
said that everything about the 
graveyard and the graves will be 
documented. 

Department Director General 
Safwan Al Tell said in a state- 
ment that the graveyard dates 
back to between tbe first and 
third centuries A.D and was 
found by a department official 
near the Al Hussein Youth City 
in Western Amman. 

“Actually, tbe graveyard was 
found in the course of diggings by 
a citizen building his own home 
on tbe site when tbe graveyard 
came to light,” said Dr. Tell. 

The Department of Antiquities 
has ordered an immediate halt to 
the construction work until its 
staff has completed its docu- 
mentation work, said Dr. Tell. 
But he said the complete discov- 
ery of tbe graveyard came after 
three days of hard work. 

The Western Amman, districts 
abound with such graveyards 
which contain tbe remains of 
bodies and skeltons of people laid 
next to each other with other 
items reflecting tbe traditions of 
the age. Such graveyards bear no 
historic significance and have no 
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Vacancy Announcement 


The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA), Amman, invites qualified candidaies to apply for the fol- 
lowing position of a temporary nature, initially up to August 1993, in 
the General Services Category : 


RESEARCH ASSISTANT 


Duties and Responsibilities 


1. Collects and compiles economic and social data from national and in- 
ternational sources; 

2. Updates tables of statistical publications from ESCWA; 

3. Contributes to the build up of the computerized data base by preparing 
maintaining statistical series of the data base; and 

4. Makes various statistical calculations relaiing.to data research studies 
prepared by the Division; 

5. Utilizes the usual software on personal computers (Lotus 123, D-Base 
IV, SPSS, SAS, etc.); 

6. Assists in the preparation and holding of meetings and seminars of the 

Division; 


UNITED NATIONS 

Economic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia 

(ESCWA) 



SMS 



distinguished bearing on the civi- 
lisations and cultures that dotted 
Jordan over the past ages. Dr. 
Tell added. For this reason, he 
said, the graveyard will be re- 
moved once the documentation 
work has been completed and the 
owner of the land will be allowed 
to resume construction work. 

Noting that the Department of 
Antiquities has been discovering 
nemerous graveyards or burial 
places. Dr. Tell said some of 
these have been found in caves 
and others in rocks underground 
and therefore the department was 
not interested in appropriating 
these sites. 

Dr. Tell, however, cautioned 
Jordanians against believing 
rumours about the discoveries of 
hidden treasures and artefacts of 
historic value at such sites. He 
said that the Department of Anti- 
quities has allocated sufficient 
funds for tbe purchase of arte- 
facts or any item of value found 
underground in order to preserve 
them in the national museums to 
become part of the national herit- 
age. 

Referring to the department’s 
activities. Dr. Tell said that teams 
of archaeologists affiliated to his 
office are currently involved in 
excavation activities at more than 


20 historic sites around the coun- 
try. He some teams are busy 
at work at Al Rabad Ancient 
Castle in Ajloun, others are 
working at the ancient castles of 
Shobak, Karak and Aqaba, as 
well as the ancient Umayyad de- 
sert castles and at Muwaqqar in 
Amman, Umm Al Jimal, at the 
Byzantine places of worship 
along with other archaeological 
treasures in Rahab, Ajloun, 
Qsef, Rabbeh and the ancient 
Nabatean city of Petra. 

More than 40 archaeological 
missions from Jordanian universi- 
ties and archaeological institutes 
around the world have shared 
with the Department of Anti- 
quities the continued excavation 
work at numerous sites in Jordan, 
Dr. Tell noted. 

He said it is left 10 the depart- 
ment and its teams to cany out 
and supervise the restoration 
work at most of these discovered 
sites for the sake of preserving 
them as part of the national herit- 
age. 

Dr. Tell paid tribute to the 
Public Security Department and 
other concerned authorities for 
providing protection to the disco- 
vered archaeological sites and 
preserving the artefacts found 
from the various ages. 


Qualifications : 


1. University degree in Statistics, allied with computer training and appli- 
cation skills, or university degree in Computer Science allied with sta- 
tistics. 

2. Sound working knowledge in English and Arabic -written and spoken. 

3. Professional experience is an asset. 


Applications should be submitted on or before 15 June 1992. 
Unsuitable applications will not be replied to. 
ESCWA P.O. Box. 927115 
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Work about to begin 


NOW THAT a Royal Decree has been issued to summon 
Parliament for an extraordinary session Jane 20, 

the eyes of Jordanians wffl be focused on the Lower House to 
gauge just bow their elected representatives would deal with 
the all too important issues that are on tbeir agenda. The list 
of bills pot for the consideration and debate during the 
extraordinary session is indeed long and formidable. For not 
only the much awaited draft laws on political parties and the 
freedom of the press and publications are HjghKghted by the 
Royal Decree for debate and endorsement. On the agenda 
are also many other bills that cover economic, social, 
environmental and other issues. It is obviously pr em a ture to 
tell whether Parliament wOl be able to accord ail the items, 
on its agenda the necessary attention and scrutiny in view of 
the relatively short period of time allotted for die session. 
Clearly, however, there are several subjects that wfll have to 
be selected for earlier consideration and adoption mi top of 
which are of course the proposed legislation on the 
formation of political parties in the country and the draft 
law governing the future functioning of tbe press and media 
in the Kingdom. 

In a nationwide speech to the country a few days ago. His 
Majesty the King called for tbe consolidation of democracy 
by widening and deepening Its application. There is no 
better way to attain this objective than to complete the 
process aiming for the adoption of the draft laws on political 
parties and freedom of the press. Admittedly the edniag 
law on press and publications has not been strictly observed 
or vigorously applied by any of the go v e rn ments some 1989 
in anticipation of the new guidelines that can be expected to 
be much more haimomoos with tbe march towa r d s real 
democracy in Jordan. Still ours is a modern country on the 
threshold of entering the 21 century and there can be no 
alternative to the adoption of the necessary progressive laws 
to govern its domestic policies. Contemporary Jordan needs 
to be ruled by laws expficitiy articulated in order to leave no 
opportunity for vagueness or arbitrary application. As for 
the proposed law mi the formation and registration of 
political parties, the debate surrounding it shook! go to the 
heart of the matter as far as democracy is concerned. If 
there were something basically wrong with the last general 
elections in late 1989 it was the fact that they were held 
without the benefit of organised political parties competing 
against each other. Political parties can and should help the 
Jordanian electorate to focus on issues and fundamental 
policy concerns instead of personalities and tribafistic 
connections. Only through political organisation can the 
issues affecting Jordanians be identified with any sufficient 
degree of coherence and objectivity. Besides, Jordan is 
treaty obligated to have political parties just as it is treaty 
bound to have appropriate laws on the freedom of the press. 
Hopefully, therefore. Parliament will conclude the major 
parts of its work before tbe extraordinary session ends later 
on in the year. 

Happy Eid to all. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily dwelt on the Great Arab Revolt and army day 
anniversary paying tribute to the vanguards of the revolt and the 
ancestors who were instrumental in uniting Arab ranks. But the 
daily noted that the Great Arab Revolt of 1916 had met enemies 
from within the Arab ranks themselves, exactly as when the Arab 
World was confronted by a situation, arising in 1990, when certain 
Arabs stabbed others in the back and when these traitors sided 
with the colonial powers against their nation. Today, there are 
Arabs who are keen on unity and end of divisions among the 
nation, but we also face Arabs who are keen on consecrating the 
divisions and who are intent on keeping the Arab Nation in a 
week state and an easy prey for the enemy, the paper said. Today, 
the nation sees certain Arabs who have sold themselves to tbe 
devil and are attacking everything human, democratic and just to 
please the enemies of the nation, added the daily. Today, we in 
Jordan, the steadfast nation, condemn the continued pillaging of 
Arab wealth and raise our voice like Sharif Hussein Ibn Ah did 
earlier this century to condemn those who stand in tbe path of 
unity and of liberation from foreign domination, the paper said. 
Today, said the paper, Jordan reaffirms the principle of no 
compromise over Arab rights and over Arab pride and national 
unitv. 


AL DUSTOUR Wednesday launched a strong attack on Kuwait 
for allowing its media to unleash a slanderous campaign against 
Jordan and its people. We were not surprised to hear such hostile 
and vindictive campaign being levelled on our country from a 
regime that has sold itself to the foreign and colonial powers and 
stabbed their nation in the back, said foe paper. The Kuwaiti 
regime does not feel ashamed of its actions and continues to 
launch hostile campaigns against die steadfast Jordanian people 
and its leadership at a time when everyone knows that this regime 
has brought about a catastrophe to the whole Arab Nation, said 
the daily. Of course, no one would expect from such a regim, 
which called in foreign forces to protea them from the masses, to 
act otherwise, but to pursue the cauxse of treachery, added the 
daily. The Kuwaiti regime, said the paper, has wasted the oil 
wealth of the Arab Nation, pursued a course of hostile action 
against the Arab Nation and is now allowing the media in Kuwait 
■ to launch a campaign against Jordan, the paper noted. It said that 
.the Kuwaiti regime does not feel as h a m ed of its actions against 
Jordan nor of its persecution and inhuman treatment erf those 
Arabs who had built the emirate from scratch over the past four' 
decades. The Kuwaiti regime and the gang of sheikhs in die. 
emirate have now those n to be the object of history’s curse and a 
stigmaf in Arab history through their shameful actions and their 
barbaric treatment of non-Kuwaiti Arabs, said tbe paper. By such 
factions, tbe paper said, the Kuwaiti regime is deepening the 
wound in the heart of the Arab Nation and causing further 
disarrav within Arab ranks. 


Idiot culture of the intellectual masses 


By Carl Bsnsteia 


Its now neatly a generation since* 
die drama that began with die 
Watergate break-in and ended 
with the resignation of ^Richard 
Nixon, a fid] 20 years in which the 
American press has been engaged 
in a strange ffen 2 y of self-congra- 
tulation and defensiveness about 
its performance in the affair and 
‘afterwards. 


The self-congratulation is not 
justified; the defensiveness, alas, 
is. For increasingly the America 
rendered today in the American 
media is Olusionary and delusion- 
.aiy — disfigured, unreal, discon- 
nected from the tree context of 
our lives in covering real Amer- 
ican life the media — weekly, 
daily, hourly — breaks new 
ground in gating it wrong. Tbe. 
coverage is distorted by celebrity 
and the worship of celebrity; by 
the reduction of news to gossip; 
by sensationalism, which is al- 
ways a turning away from a socie- 
ty’s real condition; and by a 
.political and social discourse that 
we — die press, the media the 
politicians, and die people — are 
taming into a sewer. 

Let’s go bade to Watergate. 
There is a lesson there, particu- 
larly about die the press. Twenty 
years ago, in June 1972, Bob 
Woodward and I began covering 
die Watergate -stoiy for the' 
Washington Post. At the time of 
the break-in, there were about 
2,000 full-time reporters working 
in Washington, D.C. 

In the first six months after- 
wards, America's news organisa- 
tions assigned only 14 of those’ 
2,000 men and women to cover 
the Watergate story on a full-time 
basis. And of those 14, only six 
were assigned to the story in what 
might be called an “investigative 
way, that is, to go beyond record-' 
ing die obvious daily statements 
and court proceedings, and tty to 
find out exactly what had hap- 
pened. 

Despite some of die mythology 
that has come to surround “inves- 
tigative journalism,” it is impor- 
tant to remember what we did 
and did not do in Watergate. For 
what we did was not, in truth, . 
exotic. Our work in uncovering 
the story was rooted in the most 
basic kind of empirical police 
reporting. We relied more on 
shoe leather and common sense 
and respect for the truth than for 
anything else. 

Woodward and I were a couple 
of guys on the Metro desk 
assigned to cover what at bottom 
was still a burglary, so we applied 
die only reportorial techniques 
we knew. We knocked on a lot of 
doors, we asked a lot of ques- 
tions, we spent a lot of time 
listening: the same thing good 
reporters had been doing for 
years. As local reporters, we had 
no cover of highly placed sources. 


no expense accounts with which 
to eouort the powerful by fancy' 
French restaurants. We did our 
work far from the enchanting' 
world of the rich and tbe famous 
and the powerful. 

So we worked our way up, 
interviewing clerks, secretaries, 
administrative assistants. We met* 
with them outside their offices 
and at their homes, at night and 
on weekends. The prosecutors, 
and tbe FBI interviewed tbe same 
-people we did, but always in their 
offices, always in the presence df 
administration attorneys, never 
at home, never at night, never 
away from jobs and intimidation 
and pressures. Not surprisingly, 
tbe FBI and the Justice Depart-' 
ment came up with conclusions 
that were the opposite of our 
own, choosing not to triangulate 
key pieces of information, be- 
cause they made what the 
acting FBI director of tbe day 
called “a presumption of regular- 
ity” about the men around tbe 
U.S. president. 


“The greatest 
felony in the news 


Rather than disappearing after 
Watergate, the Nixonian techni- 
que of making die press the issue 
reached new heights of cleverness, 
and cynicism during tbe Reagan 
administration, and it flourishes 
today. Hence Reagan’s statement 
about die sorry events that raw- 
aged his presidency in tbe Iran-, 
Contra affair : “What is driving 
me np the wall is that tins wasn’t a 
failure until the press got a tip, 
from that rag in Beirut and began, 
to play it' up. This whole thing 
-bods down to a great irresponsi- 
bility on the part of the press.” 
And now in George Bush we 
have another president obsessed 
with leaks and secrecy, a presi- 
dent who could not understand 
why the press considered it news 
when his men set up a faked drug 
bust in Lafayette Square across 
from the White House. “Whose 
side are you on?” be asked. It 
was a truly Nixonian question. 
This contempt for the press, pas- 
sed on to hundreds of officials 
who hold public office today, may 
be the most important and lasting 
legacy of tbe Nixon administra-. 
tion. 


.trends in journalism have not 
been toward a commitment to the 
best and the most complex 
obtainable version of die troth, 
not toward building a new jour- 
nalism based on serious, though t- 
<fni reporting. Those are not the 
priorities that jump oat at the 
reader of most of our newspap- 
ers: and not what a viewer gets 
•when he turns on the news. 


business today Is to 
be behind, or to 
miss, a big story. 
So speed and 
quantity substitute 
for thoroughness 
and quality, for 
accuracy and con- 
text.” * 


Even our colleagues in the 
press didn’t take our repotting 
seriously, until our methodology 
turned up some extr aor din ary in- 
formation: a tale of systematic 
and illegal political espionage and 
sabotage directed from the White 
House, secret funds, wire-tap- 
ping, a team of “plumbers’ — 
burglars — working for the presi- 
dent. And then of the cover-up, 
an obstruction of justice that ex- 
tended to the president himself. 

It is important to remember the 
Nixon administration’s response. 
It was to make the conduct of the 
press the issue in Wat e rg a te, in- 
stead of the conduct of the presi- 
dent and his men. Day after day 
the Nixon White House issued 
what we came to call the “noo- 
demai,” asked to comment on 
what we’d re ported. Press secret- 
ary Ron Ziegler, House Minority 
leader Jerry Ford, or Senate Re- 
publican trader Bob Dole would 
attack us as purveyors of hearsay, 
character assassinati on , and in- 
nuendo without ever addressing 
the specifics of onr stories. 


In restrospect, Mr. Nixon’s ex- 
traordinary campaign to under- 
mine the credibility of the press 
succeeded to a remarkable ex- 
tent, despite all the post-Water- 
gate posturing in our profession. 
It succeeded in large part because 
of our own obvious shortcomings. 
The hard and am ple fact is tM 
our reporting has not been good 
enough. It was not good enough 
in the Nixon years, it got worse in 
the Reagan years, and it is no 
better now. We are arrogant. We 
have failed to open np onr own 
in s t itutio n s in the media to the 
same kind of scrutiny that we 
demand of other powerful institu- 
tions in tiie society. We are not- 
more forthcoming or gracious in 
acknowledging error or misjudg- 
meDt than the congressional mis- 
creants and bureaucratic felons 
we spend so modi time scruti- 
nising. 

Tbe greatest felony in the news 
business today is to be behind, or 
to miss, a big story. So speed and 
quantity substitute for thorough- 
ness and quality, for accuracy and 
context. Tbe pressure to com- 
pete, the fear somebody else will 
makf the the splash first, creates 
a frenzied environment in which a 
blizzard of information is pre- 
sented and serious questions may 
not be raised: and even in those 
fortunate instances in which such 
questions are raised (as happened 
after some of the egregious stor- 
ies about the Clinton family), no 
one has done the months of work 
to sort it out and to answer them 
properly. 

Reporting is not stenography. 
It is the best obtainable version of 
the truth.. Tbe really significant 


“AjH right, was it rcafly the best 
sex you ever had?” Those were 
the words of Diane Sawyer; in an 
interview of Maria Maples on 
Prime Tune Live, a broadcast of 
ABC News (where “more Amer- 
icans get their news than any 
other source).” Those words 
.marked a new low. For more than 
IS years we have been moving 
away from real journalism toward 
the creation of a rieazmd info- 
tainment culture in which the 
fines between Oprah and Geraldo 
and Dune, between the New 
York Post and Newsday, are too 
’often indistinguishable. In this 
new culture of journalistic titilla- 
tion, we teach readers and view- 
ers that the trivial is significant, 
that the lurid and the loopy are 
more important than real news. 
We do not serve onr readers and 
viewers, we pander to them. And 
we condescend to them, giving 
what we think they want and 
what we calculate will sell and 
boost ratings and readership. 
Many of them, sadly, seem to 
justify onr condescension, and to 
kindle at the trash. Still, it is the 
role of journalists to challenge 
people, not merely to amuse 
them. 

We are in the process of creat- 
ing what deserves to be called the 
idiot culture. Not an idiot sub- 
culture, which every sodety has 
bubbling beneath the surface and 
which can provide harmelss fun, 
but the culture itself. For the first 
time, the weird and the stupid 
and the coarse are becoming our 
cultural norm, even our cultural 
ideal. 

I do not mean to attack popular 
culture. Good journalism is 
popular, but popular culture that 
stretches and informs its consum- 
ers rather than that which appeals 
to tbe ever descending lowest 
common denominator. If, by 
popular culture, we* mean ex- 
pressions of thought or feeling 
that require no work of those who 
consume them* then decent 
popular journalism is finished. 
What is happening today, unfor- 
tunately, is that toe lowest form 
of popular culture — lack of 
information, misinformation, dis- 
information, and a contempt for 
the truth or tbe reality of most 
people’s lives — has overrun real 
journalism. Today, ordinary 
Americans are being stuffed with 
garbage. 

This is not about tbe First 


Amendment or free expression* 
In a free country, we are free for 
trash, too. But that trash wiQ 
always find an ‘outlet does "not ' 
mean we should always furnish it 
with an outlet. And toe great 
information conglomerates of this* 
country are now in the trash 
business. We all know pornogra- 
phy when we see it, and it has a; 
right to exist But we do not all' 
have to be porn publishers; and 
tome is hardly a media company 
in America that has not dipped its 
toe into the serial and political 
equivalent of the porn business in 
the past 15 years. 

Yes, we have always had a 
sensational, popular, yellow-tab- 
loid press; and we have always 
had gossip columns. But never 
before have we had anything tike 
today’s situation in which 
supoGedly serious people — I 
mean the so-called intellectual 
and social elites of this country — 
live and die by (and believe) 
these columns and these shows 
and millions more rely upon them 
for their primary sources of in- 
formation. 


.known. We have in feet, missed 
most of the great stories of onr 
g en era t io n, from Iran-Contra to 
the savings and loan debade. 

Thc failures of tbe press have 
contributed immensely to the em- 
lergence of a talk-show nation, in 
which public discourse it reduced 
to ranting and raving and postur- 
ing. We now have a m ains t r e am 
press whose news agenda is in- 
creasingly influenced by' tins 
netherworld. On the day that 
Neskm Mandela returned to. 
Soweto and the allies of the ■ 
World War n agreed to tbe um- 


“What is happening 
today, unfortunately, 
is that the lowest form 
of popular culture — 
lack of information, 
misinformation, disin- 
formation, and a con- 
tempt for the truth or 
the reality of most 
people’s lives — has 
overrun real journal- 
ism-” 


For the right years of tbe 
Reagan presidency, the press 
failed to comprehend that Mr. 
Reagan was a real leader — 
however asleep at the switch he 
might have seemed, however 
shallow his intellect. No leader 
since FDR (Franklin D 
Roosevelt) so changed tbe Amer- 
ican landscape or saw his vision of 
the country and the world so 
thoroughly implanted. But in the 
Reagan years we in tbe press 
rarely went outride Washington 
. to look at the relationship be- 
1 tween policy and legislation and 
judicial appointments to see how 
the administration’s policies were 
affecting tbe people — the chil- 
dren and the adults and the in- 
stitutions of America; in educa- 
tion, in tire workplace, in die 
courts, in die black community, 
in the family pay-packet. In our 
ridicule of Mr. Reagan’s rhetoric 
about toe “evil empire”, we 
failed to make toe connection 
between Mr. Reagan’s policies 
■and the willingness of Mr. Gor- 
bachev to loosen the vice of 


communism. 

Now that record is becoming 


fictiion of Germany, the front- 
pages of many “responsible” 
American newspapers were de- 
voted to the divorce of Donald 
and Ivana Tramp. 

Now toe apotheosis of this talk- 
show culture is before ns. I refer 
to Ross Perot, a candidate cre- 
ated and sustained by television, 
.launched on Larry King Live, 
whose willingness to bluster and 
to pose is far less in tune with tbe 
workings of. liberal democracy 
than with the sum opun c G ts of toe 
TV chat shows, a candidate 
whose only subst an tive proposal 
fc to replace representative demo- 
cracy wito a live TV talk riiow for 
the entire nation. tins canto- 
date, who has de fle cted all media 
scrutiny with shameless assertions 
of his own ignorance, now leads , 
both parties* candidates in the 
'polls m several states. 

Today the most compelling 
news story n the world is the 
condition of America; Onr poli- 
tical system is in deep crisis, we 
are witnesring a breakdown of 
the comity and the community, 
that has in the pasr allowed 
American democracy, to bnOd 
and to progress. The advent of 
the talk-show nation is a part of 
.this- breakdown. 

Many” c ur r en t assu mp tio n s' in 
America — about race, econo- 
mics and the fate of our cities — 
.need to be challenged, and we' 
might start with tbe media. For, 
next to race, die story of the 
comtemporaiy American media 
is the great uncovered story in. 
America today. We need to start- 
asking toe same fundamental 
questions about the press that we 
do of the other powerf u l institu- 
tions in this society — about who 
1 is served, about standards, about 
self-interest and its edipse of tbe 
public interest and the interest of 
troth. 

The reality is that die media is 
probably the most powerful of 
onr institutions today ; and it is 
squandering its power and ignor- 
ing its obligation. It — or more 
precisely, we — have abdicated 
our responribifity, nd the con- 
sequence of our abcfiction is die 
spectacle and the triumph of tbe 
idiot culture — The Washington 
Post. 


U.S. immigration 
agents said to kill, 
torture Mexicans 


U.S. Congress, Pentagon 


By David Basket 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — U.S. bor- 
der patrol agents kill, torture and 
sexually abuse- illegal Mexican 
immigrants with impunity, a hu- 
man rights organisation has 
charged. 

“Beatings, rough physical 
treatment and radaLy-motivated 
verbal abuse are routine” prac- 
tice of Immigration and Natur- 
alisation Service (INS) agents 
along tbe Mexican border, Amer- 
icas Watch said. 

Tbe INS, while admitting that 
abases occur, says they are iso- 
lated cases and denies any cover- 
up. 

“We don’t claim that every- 
body in the INS is perfect,” said; 
INS Spokesman Rich Kenney. 
But Americas Watch allegations 
of unchecked brutality are “a 
gross generalisation,” he said. 

“Even more serious abuses, 
including unjustified shootings, 
torture and sexual abuse, occur. 
When they do, investigations are 
almost invariably perfunctory, 
and the offending agents escape: 
punishment," the New York- 
based group said in a report. 

INS cover-ups are also fre- 
quent, the report says. And the 
response of President George 
Bush’s administration to com- 
plaints is “as defensive and un- 
yielding” as that of the most 
abusive regimes in the world, toe 
80-page document said. - 

The report urges U.S. author- 
ities to give a more humane treat- 
ment to tbe thousands of Mex- 


icans that every day attempt to 
he United. 


cross illegally into toe 
States. 

It said that since 1980, INS 
agents have shot dozens of people 
.along toe 3,200-kflometre border, 
killing at least IX and permanent- 
ly disabling at least 10. 

“We work for toe people of the 
U.S. we try to do a good job. 
There will be cases in which 


individuals will act irresponsibly. 
In cases like that we do our brat 
to correct toe problem," Mr. 
Kenney said. 

The report mentioned several 
individual cases of sexual abuse, 
torture and killing. 

Examples indude tbe shooting 
to death through the border fence 
of 12-year-old Humberto Carrillo 
Estrada in April 1985. 

CanUlo was shot while running 
towards the fence from toe Mex- 
ican side in an attempt to come to 
tiie aid of his 15 year-old brother, 
who • was caught by three INS 
agents and beaten after jumping 
onto U.S. territory. 

• Patrol Agent Edward Cole, 
who shot Carrillo to death, “was 
cleared of all wrongdoing by toe 
INS,” Americas Watch said. 

On February 26. 1988, another 
youth, 17-year-old Ismael 
Ramirez, died of a skull fracture 
after Agent Michael Lewis 
chased him on foot during an 
.illegal-immigrants raid in 

» California, lifted him m 
and threw him onto the 
pavement. 

Lewis, who bad a record of 
serious abuses of authority, was 
not indicted. Rather, in January 
1989 he was tranferred to Florida 
and promoted, Americas Watch 
said. 

Tbe sexual abuse chapter in-, 
dudes toe case of a 19-year-old 
woman who alleged that during a 
raid on an immigrant labour 
camp on September 12, 1990, she 
was taken aside by a border agent 
who told her that he was conduct- 
ing a search for drugs. He 
ordered her to pull down her 
pants and inserted a finger into 
her vagina for several minutes. 

She pressed charges and even- 
tually, got damage compensa- 
tion. But Americas Watch said 
•that titeoagfa sexual abuse is consi- 
dered rampant in the border 
area, victims usually refuse legal 
help for fear of deportation or 
“retaliatory criminal charges.” „ 


square off over troops abroad 


By Charles Aldinger 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — With the 
Soviet threat gone and tbe U.S. 
government struggling to cut 
costs in a wide-open election 
year. Congress and the Pentagon 
are girding for battle over the 
high price of American troops in 


far-flung dj 

The hot political summer be- 


gan last week with the House of 
Representatives voting to slash 
the U.S. military presence abroad 
by 40 per cent unless other allies 
follow Japan's lead and pay more 
■of the bill. 

There are now some 355,000 
U.S. troops at overseas braes. 
The house plan would cut the 
total to 228,000 in three years, 
with toe number in Europe re- 
duced from 235,000 to 100,000. 

, If the cuts, far deeper than 
those already planned by tbe de- 
fence department, became law 
over a possible veto by President 
George Bush, they would require 
the military to save $3.5 billion in 
1993 alone by bringing thousands 
of soldiers borne. 

The boose also voted 396-9 to 
approve a proposal that would 
force Mr. Bush to negotiate 
agreements for Western Europe 
and South Korea to pay op to 70 per 
cent of the cost yf keeping U.S. 
troops, as Japan already does. 

The Senate may not approve, 
such harsh steps, but analysts say 
the house backing from even con- 
servative Republicans of Mr.[ 
Bush’s own party is a sign of the? 
times. j 

Tbe experts also caution that, 
conflicting pressure over econo-] 
mic and militaiy needs could 1 
thwart coherent derisions on 
where to leave forces and settle-, 
ment of toe military budget ques- 
tion ip general. 

“Chaos id not too strong a word - 
to* describe the problem,” said; 





_ "Qe fro-mea wak n ~ 


Analyst Roger Smith of the Hat-i 
ional 


vurd Centre for Internationa 
Affairs; in Cambridge, Mas- 


sachusetts. 

“Congress, which is bent to 
domestic concerns, doesn’t trust 
tire military. And the military 
certainly doesn’t trust Congress. 
Everybody knows there can be a 
decrease in troop deployment, 
but you can't bully other conn- 
tries.” ' 

Mr. Smith and other analysts 
said that while deeper troop cuts' 
might be in store for Europe, 
they doubted major cuts would 
be made over the next three years 
from the 45,000 U.S. troops in 
Japan and 39,000 in Korea. 

“There are China and North 
Korea still to contend with at a 
June when we have lost our bases 
in tbe Fhilippinra,” said Helmut 
Sonae afeid o f the private Brook- 
ings Institution. 

“But a major problem over tbe 
Atlantic is that Europe’s defence 
pocketbook is also shrinking,” be- 
said. “While we can make some 
deep aits there, a visible pre- 


sence is needed to project influ- 
ence as a United Europe gathers 
itself after the cold war.” 

Former U.S. Defence Secret- 1 
ary Frank Cariucci told reporter 
that Congress could farther put 
Off. allies if it rejects bids by 
foreign firms to buy finanrially- 
shaky, U.S. defence companies. " 
. France’s Thomson-CSF is now. 
involved in a controversial fed to 
bay troubled LTV Coip’s missfle 
division. 

But members of Congress see 
the U.S. budget crunch in more 
■ simple terms of jobs and votes in 
their home districts. 

“It’s time to take care of Amer- 
ica — our people, our jobs,” 
Democratic Representative Bar- 
bara Boxer of California said. 

Mr. Baser, nominated to 
compete for a Senate seat in the 
fefl, said more money was needed 
,at home to refuel the stagnant 
economy and rebuild a crumbling 
.industrial infrastructure strug- 


competition. 

. Representative Butter Derrick, 
a Democrat, said U.S. troops in 
and Jap; 


Europe, South Korea and Japan 
cort $25 billion last year. House 
officials added that “ 

manly Japan, paid about 
■huhon of that total 


— Defence Secretary -1 

States was not 1 
for World War H or the .Kt 
snd Vietnam wars becam 
poorly handled defence 
opposes extensive troop ;ti 
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“Tbe collapse of the Soviet 
Umon,-a U.S. budget deficit of 
$400 billion, ami the feet t hat we 
rte funding the defence of na- f 
toons thriving as oar economic 
com petitors make it evident that 
our allies must cany a -greater 
portion of the cost , of that own 
deten “” Mr, Detridi said. 
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Diana-— Britain’s jewel in the crown 


7 — rr.i_~.ii; . : 

. 'jfltjr jPeter jMHkrsbip ■. 

Heater 

LONDON — jL«fy Diana 
Spencer became the jewel in 
the crown of the bouse of 
Windsor when she married 
Prince Charles at a glittering 
pageant a decade ago. 

Bat the fairy-tale marriage 
was exposed to the cease/ess 
glare of publicity and in the 
years that followed there was 
talk of tough patches and 
Princess Diana trapped in a 
glided cage of monarchy. 

From a shy nursery teacher 
of 20, Princess Diana had to 
assume the cool assurance as 
Britain's future queen with 
Prince Charles, 12 years her 
senior, the king-in-waiting. 

There was gossip of royal 
rifts but nothing as specific 
and spectacular in its allega- 
tions as Andrew Morton’s 
“ Dianfa — Her True Story", 
excerpts of which appeared in 
the Sunday Times at the 
weekend. 

Only rarefy do the royals 
let their emotions show in 
public and discretion among 
Prince Charles and Princess 
Diana’s friends, courtiers and 
servants was total. 

Reporters, eager to feed 
their readers’ appetites for 
news and royal gossip about 
the princess, have in the post 
spun a passing incident, with 
the help of speculation and 
debate, into a week-long 


But Mr. Morton’s allega- 
tions that Princess ‘'Diana 
tried to kill herself five times 
because of her marriage have 
brought royal-media rela- 


tions to an- all-time low. 

There had been signs that 
Princess Diana was highly- 
strung. 

In the early days she hurst 
into tears when photo- 
graphers besieged her as she 
watched her fiance compete 
in a polo match. 

And there was always talk 
of differences. 

Stephen Barry, Prince 
Charles’s valet for 12 years , 
once said in an interview that 
the future king and his fun- 
loving wife were “as different 
as chalk and cheese. ’’ 

Their two sons — Prince 
William , bom in 1982 , and 
Prince Henry, known as Har- 
ry, bom two years later — 
were described by Mr. Barry 
as “the glue that keeps this 
marriage together." 

Early on. Prince Charles 
was “ besotted ” with Princess 
Diana and could see no 
wrong in the distant cousin 
that he had Gnally chosen. 
“Pm amazed that she’s been 
brave enough to take me 
. on," he told a television in- 
terviewer. * 

Princess Diana said with 
affecting simplicity that she 
and Prince Charles were in 
love — but she left a note for 
her former flatmates saying: 
“For God’s sake , ring me up. 
Pm going to need you." 

Friends said Princess Di- 
ana, child of a broken mar- 
riage, was distressed by pub- 
lic discussion of her status as 
a virgin before the marriage. 

Mr. Morton charts her dif-. 
ficult pregnancies in bis 
book. 

When the princess tainted 


in Vancouver during a visit to 
Canada in May 1986, papers 
speculated about her state of 
health and about whether 
dieting was to blame. 

The book says she suffers 
from the summer’s illness 
bulimia nervosa. Sufferers 
starve themselves, then gorge 
on food which is followed by 
self-induced vomiting. 

According to the British 
press, the marriage went 
through two rough patches, 
one in 1987 and another in 
1991. 

Die prince, royal by birth 
and upbringing, was said to 
be jealous of the way bis wife 
bad taken to her new role and 
become a star to eclipse all 
others in the family. 

However, the couple de- 
fied the gossips and doom- 
mongers. Their marriage sur- 
vived. sustained by a strong 
sense of duty towards their 
children and the nation. 

“ People expects great deal 
of us 1 think, and I am always 
conscious — I'm sure you are 
too darling — of not wanting 
to let people down, not want- 
ing to let this country down, ” 
Prince Charles said when the 
couple were interviewed 
together in 1985. 

But the prince was re- 
ported to suffer depression 
over his role of being a con- 
stant stand-in for bis mother. 

Biographer Anthony Hol- 
den wrote of Prince Charles 
that he sometimes seemed a 
“ complex , perhaps imma- 
ture, at times lonely and con- 
fused figure trying to under- 
stand his times." 


A star is born in Fayed 




By Katia Sabet 

FAYED, Egypt — In a lux- 
ury villa in this chic vacation 
.resort on the Suez Canal. 
Egyptian movie director Hos- 
sameddine Moustapba is 
shooting his latest fflm, “The 
Bulldozer". 

The location has been care- 
fully selected. Fayed, with its 
saltwater lake, palms and ex- 
clusive holiday homes, is the 
new playground of the Egyp- 
tian well-to-do. Most houses 
have a private jetty for yachts 
and speedboats , a covered 
swimming pool , rennis courts 
and a six-car garage. It is, 
says Mr. Moustapba, the per- 
fect backdrop to the psycho- 
logical thriller he is filming 
with his new discovery and 
leading lady, Sherine Seif AJ 
Nasr. 

In launching the young Ms. 
AJ Nasr, Mr. Moustapba is 
breaking with Egyptian 
cinematic tradition. Ms. AJ 
Nasr has never attended fflm 
or drama school and is not a 
member of Egypt’s Dramatic 
Arts Institute, through which 
most aspiring actors and 
actresses have to pass to 
break into the movie world. 
The daughter of a well-estab- 
lished Egyptian lawyer, Ms. 
AI Nasr was planning a 
career in the legal profession 1 
before Mr. Moustapba spot- 
ted her. Mr. Moustapba says 
he was struck by her looks 
and her personality, which 
convinced him she bad 
moviestar potential. 

“ I first saw Sherine at a 
reception,” said the famous 
Egyptian movie director. I 
immediately sensed that she 
had it in her to become an 
actress, a new star for our 
cinema, which is so badly in 
need of fresh talent. " 

“Sherine has a strong per- 
sonality, "he added. “She has 
an imposing presence. When 
I proposed that she try the. 
cinema, she confessed that 
she had always wanted to 
become an actress, but her 
family background — she is 
the daughter of a well-known 
business lawyer — meant that 
it was expected of her to 
follow a career in Jaw. ” 

Ms. AJ Nasr is still pur- 
suing her law studies, but for 
the past year or so she has 
also been studying acting 
with her mentor. *7 trained 
her and taught her the art (of 
acting) for months...,’ said 
Mr. Moustapha . “Then, one 
day, I was offered the script- 
for *7 he Bulldozer.’ I saw 
that the female role was 
tailor-made for Sherine. It 
called for beauty, character 
and innocence.” 

Mr. Moustapha ’s latest 
movie is an adapation of an 
American novel; a U.S. fflm 
was also made of the book, 
starring Anthony Quinn. The 
subject is just the sort Mr. 
Moustapha enjoys most — a 
mixture of action, passion 
and violence . The drama, 
which takes place entirely in 
the villa at Fayed, involves . 
three protagonists — a weal- 
thy mafioso-type, his young 
wife and his bodyguard. 
These are people one is un- 
likely fo meet in everyday 
life, but that is just how Mr. 
Moustapha likes bis charac- 
ters. 

As a director, Mr. Mous- 
tapba is hard fo define. In the 



Mmwty discovered actus Sherine Saif At 
Nmsr is filming “The BuUdtmr 99 with veter- 


an actor-produenr and Ktang Fu expert fons- 
smf Mansoar. (WNL) 


Middle East, he is known as 
the king of action movies, but 
he is much more. “By action. 

I don’t just mean movement, 
the fight, the shooting and 
the punches,” be said. 
“...Action can also exist in 
the mind.... A film can have 
people sitting on the edge of 
their seats without showing a 
single fight. ” 

Bom in Port Said in the 
early 19630s , Mr. Moustapha 
completed bis studies at 
Southern California Uni- . 
versify in the U.S. After gra- 
duating, he went to Holly- 
wood, where he worked for 
six months at Paramount Stu- 
dios, helping to direct a 
movie that was to make fflm 
history — “The Greatest 
Show on Earth." 

Mr. Moustapba continued 
training in London , went 
back to the U.S. to work with 
some of the biggest names in 
the movie industry and finally 
returned to Egypt to work 
with Howard Hawks , who 
was directing “The Land of 
the Pharaohs . ” Later, he hel- 
ped direct the legendary 
Cool B. De MiUe epic, “The 
Ten Commandments.” 

The Egyptian moviemaker 
made his debut as. a solo 
director with “ Kefaia ya 
ain ,’’ which literally trans- 
lates as “Enough, My Eyes. " 
It starred Magda, Kama! Al 
Chennaoui and Mahmoud Al 
Meligui , a trio who made 
many films together in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s. 

“When I first started out, I 
tried my band at everything, ’’ 
recalls Mr. Moustapba. 

“ There is no genre that I did 
not have a go at — romantic- 
ism, action movies, historical 
films . detective stories, sus- 
pense films and war movies. I 
•think I can Gnally say, after a 
full career, that I prefer very 
strong subjects based on a 
solid novel or a powerful 
scenario. " 

Now one of Egypt's fore- 
most directors, Mr. Mous- 
tapha nevertheless retains a 
reputation as a nonconfor- 


mist. both in the type of 
movies he chooses to make 
and in his attitude towards 
the cinema industry in gener- 
al. He is critical of the Egyp- 
tian system, which, he says, 
favours a handful of estab- 
lished actors and actresses 
and does nothing to encour- 
age new talent. 

“ Egyptian cinema is in a 
state of decline," be said. 
“...It’s been in decline for 
about 50 years. One of the 
main reasons is... not having 
new stars on the horizon. We 
cannot go on making 80 
movies a year using the same 
three or four actors and 
actresses. The producers and 
distributors are totally lack- 
ing in what 1 would describe 
as creative spirit. They do 
nothing to create new stars. 
They are too scared to take a 
risk with a new face." 

Mr. Moustapba is not 
afraid of taking that risk, 
even though his reputation 
may be on the line by casting 
the unknown Ms. Al Nasr in 
“Bulldozer. ’’ If past experi- 
ences hold true, the odds are 
nor in Ms. AJ Host’s favour. 
In recent years, only two 
actors have beat the tightly 
controlled world of Egyptian 
cinema and become stars 
without working their way 
through normal channels. 

Mahmoud Abdul Aziz got 
his big chance when movie 
critic Rafik Al Sabban prop- 
'osed his name to producer 
Ramses Naguib , who was 
looking for a replacement for 
an actor who walked off the 
set during filming of “Hatta 
Akher Al Omr” (Until 
Death). Aziz went on to be- 
come the Refaat AI Hajaan 
of the famous comic strip by 
the same name, one of the 
best-loved stars in the Middle 
East. More recently, 
Mahmoud Hemeida had a 
similar stroke of luck , rising 
to stardom almost overnight 
and making no fewer than 30 
movies in two years. 

But those are rare cases, 
and for women the chances of 


a lucky break are even slim- 
mer. Aspiring Egyptian 
actresses have a hard time 
making a name for them- 
se/ves. The usual route is 
long and arduous, starting 
with very small roles, usually 
in television. When they do 
Gnally make it, their rise to 
fame is not always in direct 
proportion fo their talent. 

Ms. AJ Nasr is luckier than 
most. As well as the backing 
of Mr. Moustapba, she has 
the blessing of the movie's 
producer and leading actor. 
Youssef Mansour, one of the 
Egyptian cinema's most 
popular faces at the moment. 
Currently on bis fifth movie . 
the young actor-producer is 
also kung-fu champion of 


Egypt. The character for 
which he is best known — a 
tough defender of justice and 
champion of the oppressed — 
has been highly successful, 
and Mr. Mansour can do no 
urong in the public’s eyes. 
Mr. Mansourriid not hesitate 
a moment when he saw Ms. 
Al Nasr audition for the role. 

“ People were astonished 
that my production company 
would make a movie with an 
unkown...,” be said, “ but 
this unknown was... the per- 
son best suited for the role. 
And in any case , if we con- 
tinue with this over-cautious 
attitude, we will be limiting 
our choice of stars and... 
reducing our creative possibi- 
lities' ' — World News Link. 
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Egyptian filmmaker Hossameddin* Afus~ 
tapha has a reputation for action-packmd 
movies. His last one has the Fayed oasis as a 
background. (WNL). 




Street sweeper stars in South African Pygmalion 


By Brendan Boyle 


CAPE TOWN — A black 
street sweeper, an 80-year- 
old widow and a professor of 
music am playing oat a Sooth 
African Pygmalion that could 
have a fairy tale ending. 

The story opened in 1989 
Bhemjee, 


with James 
find coloured (mixed race) 
under apartheid, singing 
Afrikaner folk songs and 
dreaming of fame as . he 
pished his broom through 


the streets of Mowbray, a 
middle-income white suburb 
of Cape Town. 

“It’s very special to me to 
sing. I sing solos in die church 
choir and it’s practice forme 
to ring and sweep in the 
streets,” Bhemjee, 26, said in 
an interview. 

“I don’t want to be a good 
tenor. I want to be the best 
tenor in the world. No South 
African has ever been that 
and / want to be the ffrst." 

Raised from the age of ffve 
by a foster .mother in the 
poverty-stricken coloured- 


township of Kalkstcenfbn - 
tew, Bhemjee left school at 
14 to work for the city council 
as a sweeper. 

The streets were his stage 
because there was nowhere 
to practise at home with bis 
fester mother and 12 other 
children. 

“People think it's the radio 
and they come and talk to me 
sometimes. Some people 
complain, but not too many," 
he said. 

Enter the silver-haired 
fairy godmother, Angehque 
Fuhr, who followed the gol- 


den notes to her garden gate 
and found Bhemjee scooping 
dirt into bis blue municipal 
garbage bag. 

“I thought an opera ringer 
had moved into the street, 
but when I got to the gate 1 
saw James with his broom 
and bag singing at the top of 
his voice. It was wonderful ’’ 
she said. 

With financial help from a 
local advertising agency,- 
Fuhr arranged a weekly sing- 
ing lesson with a top voice 
teacher and persuaded 
Bhemjce’s employers to take 


• him off the sweeping detail as 
much as possible, because the 
dost could damage his voice. 

Fuhr, who comes 60 m a 
musical family, kept in dose 
touch with Bhemjee and act 
two of their story opened in 
January with an audition at 
the University of Cape 
Town’s Opera School before 
a panel inducting the direc- 
tor, Professor Angelo Goba- 
to. 

Bhemjee was admitted on 
a special scholarship to a dassr 
of 12 white students, all far 
younger, richer and better 


educated, for a four-year 
course. He continues to work 
part-time for the council's 
Cleansing Department. 

“The raw material is a very 
exciting voice. His lack of 
education is a strong hand- 
icap, but his voice is excel- 
lent," Prof. Gobato said. 
“ It’s going to take a lot of 
motivation and a lot of bard 
work. It’s impossible to pre- 
dict the outcome.". 

He said Bhemjee , who has 
seen only one opera and rare-j 
ly reads, would have to study. 


music, languages and the his- 
tory of music and opera in 
preparation for a singing 
career. 

“We, want to get James 
ready to perform and we will 
give him as much stage ex- 
perience as we can as soon as 
we can," he said. 

Fuhr set up a trust fund to 
' finance Bhemjee "s education, 
fo pay for rooms at the uni- 
versity and to compensate his 
family for thekxsofhis week- 
ly wage of 232 rand ($82), 
which be routinely handed 
unopened to his foster 


mother. 

Said Bhemjee: *7 feel vei 
excited. I will see new rhmt 


go to* the university and get 

my mind and my body in line 
with the work." 

Act three is likely to begin 
when Bhemjee makes his de- 
but on the stage of the uni- 
versity’s Baxter Theatre. He 
hopes it will end abroad. 

“My ambition is fo go and 
sing overseas in Vienna" be 

“ Afl,eri ‘ a ’ 
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Entertainment at its finest 


By HUaha Addasi 

IS IT really worth it to entertain? 

You could be hosting a dinner party for as few as four or 
as many as 20 and throughout the evening you would be 
dodging some stressful situations as they invariably pop up. 
These situations might indude burning the roast, or 
breaking the serving dish just after filing it, mixing up the 
drinks, or even worse than that having one of the guests 
come into the kitchen and attempt to help you. 

Just a little hint here. If you are holding a lunch or dinner 
party and a guest comes into the kitchen to help, that guest 
is most props bly h ungry and is not wholeheartedly there to 
help. That guest is really snooping to find out what is 
cooking. 

How you can pinpoint those guests is by the way they try 
to “help. ** You could be up to your nose with work and that 
" helpful ” guest will come up with a typical question like, 
“where does this go?** while he or she holds up a tissue and 
so nicely tries to locate the trash can. Of course, you have 
an answer ready , but being the decent host that you a re, 
and not wanting to be rude you force on a smile and point 
to the cupboard concealing the garbage container. 

Or. "Where are the glasses?** So that instead of helping 
you they are creating hazzardous situations where you and 
the maid are exchanging a knowing look on rolling you eyes 
and running around pointing out cupboards around the 
kitchen as the rice turns a “lovely" chestnut co/our. 

I do not know about you, but scenarios such as these 
would make me scream, charge out of the kitchen and get 
onto the next plane out of town. More realistically though, 
I would be more tempted to stop entertaining altogether. 
But Pm not everyone, and I think that moat people have 
not done this because they do not want to be labelled 
“social rcduscs" and because they all want to live to see the 
more advanced stages of the “social event." Such as takmg 
out the drinks for each guest. You would give the maid, 
who is also exhausted from preparing for the event, the 
order and ask her to call you when they are ready . When 
she does she informs you that there is one soft-drink short. 
So thinking fast you pour some water into a glass and 
present it to your husband as thought it were a drink. This 
should work, and no one would be the wiser. But no. Your 
husband, after tasting his drink and seeing that it is not 
exactly what he requested alerts you just in case you did not 
know, that the drink is plain water, and creates yet another 
embarrassing moment. 

After the drinks, the relay begins, when you, the maid 
and all the female guests present start to take out the 
surviving dishes to the main table. You would most 
probably be holding your breath , and you have every right 
to because it is not unusual that two of your " helpers ** 
would bump into each other and drop something. 

Sometimes things go well and even dessert is presented 



“ accident free. ” Most often at this stage of the event the 
hostess and her real helper, the maid, are just about ready 
to jump from the top door of a vcry i building. But for 
them, the night is still young. They stm have the coflfee to 
make and the kitchen to dean up afterwards. 

One of the maids I came across was smarter. She would 
start to mop the Boor jost before the coffee was requested. 
That way she could deter guests from attempting to enter 
the kitchen ns they could very possibly skid if they tried 
goigg in. 

Eventually after coffee is served, the hostess is waiting 
for any indication that the guests are finally leaving before 
she can start to relax. People thank her , forgetting the 
poor maid “backstage” who did so much. 

When they finally do the hostess becomes normal again. 
Her taste-buds are reactivated, her breathing becomes 
regular, and for the first time in hours she is de-stressed. 
Only one sense remains numb, and that is common sense. 
Because while making the final touches in the kitchen, the 
hostess and the maid both contemplate to entertain of not 
to entertain again. Neither one has a definite “no” for an 
answer! 


Take our oil, money, souls; take all 
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By Sm’ad G. Batter 


Yellow cab 


ByE. Yaghi 

IT IS time to pay tribute to certain species of yellow cab 
drivers. Certainty not all drivers St into the classifications 
listed below for they are considered to be the conscientious 
fellows that every tired and weary passenger appreciates. 
However, the following is a list with the intent to help 
identify the kind that tend to get on most people's nerves. 

Speedy 

Now Speedy usually is a younger driver ; but every once 
in a while, an elderly Speedy may be seen who tries to show 
off his skills or lack of them be recklessly tearing down 
highways with an arrogant air of self-assurance accompa- 
nied by a wicked and boyish smile on bis face while other 
drivers yell curses at him. Passengers in Speedy's taxi can 
be seen clutching their seats in fear of lasing their lives. > 

Turtle 

Turtle is the opposite of Speedy. He may be young and 
just trying to make extra money by letting his car crawl 
along at the rate of lOkph, or he may be elderly 1 with 
retarding reflexes and dimming vision who steers his 
vehicle down the middle of the road bugging the steering. 

At any rate. Turtle goes dower than the normal flow of 
traffic to the exasperation of other motorists and if he plays 
his cards right, will have ticked up a sizeable amount of 
money on his metre by the time he drops bis passenger off. 

The Music Man 

The Music Man has an ear for melody and wants to share 
his talents and hobby with all the world. He turns his radio 
up at full blast in order for all citizens within a 100 
kilometre range to benefit from bis special taste of musical 
selections. He usually has bis “Mega” stereo transmitters 
hooked up in the rear of his car so that his passengers can 
enjoy in full the blare of whatever he chooses to play. 
Often, Music Man sings along with his selections in an ' 
off-key crooning voice and beats his steering wheel in 
rhythm to the music. If the passenger is really lucky , the 
Music Man will also be “slightly drunk,” a state which 
definitely enhances his driving performance and also bis 
vocal abilities. He can be seen scraping his car against the 
edges of curbs and speeding through red traffic lights. 
Whatever he makes a near accident to the shock and 
disgust of other drivers and the horror of his victim, he 
affixes an evil little grin and wears a naughty twinkle in his 
eye. Of course, he can never hear his passenger speak 
because his music is going full blast so he most often drives 
beyond his traveller’s destination whereupon the by now 
deaf and scared out of hi s wits victim is happy to walk the 
half kilometre back to wherever he or she wanted to go. 

Cauvm a tiouahst 

Then there’s Gabby. He*s. the kind who Jbeeps.h 7 htg.t 0 .. . 
make “friendly” conversation of any Had with ha y p&Ssen- 
ger who /wmtallyjust,. wants to read^hisisfoefouukmjm^:.-. 
comparative health Sod $fchce. GabbjFdsuatty hashalfan 
eye on the road. add the gther one anda half onhis victimise 
and frequently ends uptelting his whole life story on the 
way and becomes very disappointed when his passenger has 
to leave so soon. 


One of the best kinds of drivers is Busy. He drives 


around in an empty cab stopping for nobody and 
one anywhere. In all sorts of weather , ptnuu 
sweeping snows, baking, sweltering stm, he shaheshish^a 
negatively as the desperate masses signal him to stop. But 
Busy never stopsTnoTnot him ! He contemptuously socks 
up his nose in scornful disgust and glares at those nifenor 
beings who dare imagine that he just might feel sonyfor 
them and give them a lift. Surely , if bis own mother needed 

a ride, be would refuse and-not give her one, for he is much 

too Busy! 

Greedy 

Greedy is the kind who turns bis metre to 25 even before 
his unlucky passenger enters the car. He -tries to take 
the longest way around (who says the shortest distance 
between two points is a straight line?) any proposed 
destination and at last when that destination is arrived at, 
overcharges even more to the wailing protest of his 
customer who states, “But the metre says only— ” to which 
be firmly replies, “Aha, but JVe brought you all the way 
from... (where, the moon?). 

The Flirt 

The Sit never takes old women in his cab. Old of 
course, refers to anyone over 35 and married. He ignores 
all those poor women who puff and pant as they lug sacks 
of goods and screeches past them to pick up that young lass 
who most cleverly has herself arranged in such a fashion 
that no sane driver would pass her by. 

■Dare Devil 

Dare Devil isn’t afraid of death. In fact, he challenges it. 
He can be seen driving in and out of traffic and entering all 
sorts of dangerous situations to the petrification of his 
passenger. He ignores traffic signs, lights, intersections, 
and so forth unless he happens to see a traffic cop and then 
and only then will be be on his best behaviour. When at last 
his passenger tries to dizzily and shakily climb out of the 
taxi, he starts to take off even before the cab door has been 
properly shut in which case he might be seen dragging his 
victim along with him outside the car caught on the car 
door. 

Peacock 

Peacock is very vain and therefore tries to keep three 
fourths of his vision on his rear viewTuirror so he can be sure 
that not one precious little hair on bis head is oof of place. 
His comb is where the old tuners* gum used to be and at the 
slightest disturbance draws his weapon like a true sharp- 
shooter to tame that unruly strand of greased down hair 
that escaped. 

At each and every intersection, he readjusts his minor to 
look at himself and then proceeds to inspect his dotbes: are 
they pressed just right, are they baggy enough, and so on. 
He’s sopreoccupied with bis appearance that he grmlguigly 
aocFreftititantly tianspotts <fayone' b‘t all. /‘~ T 

These [but a lew Of ‘the different typeff of [drivers.- 

Ahydhh'ifhd^hres tlunkabtiut riding with' th^ afOrdmen- - 
doped has. to.be, either yery.bravd or very disrate and 
have no other choice. I, myself, have been seriously 
dunking of baying my own car and even risking my own 
driving after having hectic and harrowing experiences with 
some yellow cabs. At any rate, whoever you are, yellow 
cab driver or not, drive carefully and always remember, the 
life you save may be your own , or mine , or ours! 


ENVIRONMENT poBation Is a crwcU issue that ati aettaem 
should tackle in order to protect ourselves and carted the 
depletion of natural resources an m o the r earth. 

Everybody shook! join efforts in a bid to rea d er am 
"ravaged” planet a better place Air mankind. That Is why 
we greatly rejoiced when we heard about the Western 
countries* “advice” for oS-prodadag countries to step op 
efforts towards a poButioa-free globe. 

Yes, we agree with the Western proposal, which asked to 
levy a teo-dollar fee on each oil barrel for the protection of 
the environment in a fast- de caying planet 

In fact, we wmdd rather suggest raising the amount 
deducted to $3 or say, $18 per/barrel, which is actually the 
cost of a barrel in a spot market. 

After ail. it would be true to traditional “ Arab generos- 
ity” not to charge any money in return tor the Arab 08 , 
especially since it is affecting the environment. 

Even more, Arabs should be kind enough to cover their 
oil freight expenses to “first world” destinations a measure. 


to the 


to tight 


And after al the “bucks” we spent on the Galt war, I 
Mak we should do more Bar the West. The touds, 
u n ca un itabkbiFkms spent on d otr oy l a g tbcrtgjoo and even 
more spent on reconstruction, may not be enough. So we 
have to pitch in. 

The best way of “helping' * the West protect the environ- 
meat, f believe, is to unload our off in their refineries and 
cover the retail expenses of off distribution in those 
countries. And, as I think we would still fall short of the 
expectations, in the long run, Arabs should pick op the tab 
for patching up the ozone layer, tom by the Westem-with- 
Ajrmb-oil-origiaatrd “smog”. And to take tilings to a good 
end, they should also cover the expenses tor salvaging an 
environment tided with toxic m at er ial s and c h e mi cal waste, 
mostly generated by Western pleats. 


Hubble telescope 
captures new image of 
possible black hole 


By Paul Jtwcwr 

By The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A giant 
X may mark the location of a 
black hole in the centre of a 
‘ celestial object commonly 
called the whirlpool galaxy, 
an astronomer reports. 

Holland Ford, a Johns 
■Hopkins University and 
Space Telescope Science In- 
stitute astronomer, said im- 
ages captured by the Hubble 
jpace telescope show a dis- 
tinct X silhouetted against 
the nucleus , or centre, of a 
spiral galaxy known formally 
■as MSI. 

"The X is due to absorp- 
tion by dust and marks the 
exact position of the nuclear 
black hole , ” Dr. Ford said in 
an interview. 

The astronomer said the 
structure of dust, gas and 


would resemble two ice 
cream cones anda doughnut. 
As seen from the orbiting 
space telescope , the sharp 
points of the two cones 
appear to be placed into the 
hole of the doughnut from 
opposite sides, said Dr. Ford. 

From earth, he said, the 
doughnut is seen edge-on and 
the black hole would be at 
the very centre. In the gjant 
X. said Dr. Ford, the dough- 
nut would be one arm, but 
just what causes the second 
arm of the X is uncertain. 

A heavy accumulation of 
dust obscures the view of 
tight or radiation from within 
the doughnut, or torus, sur- 
rounding the black hole, thus 
causing the doughnut to 
appear as a dark bar. Interne 

■■ is ipttirur 


fire, forming the 'WO cone- 
shaped pathways on either 
side of the doughnut. This 
radiation is bright in both 
visible and radio frequencies, 
said Dr. Ford. 

M51 is located about 20 
million light years away and 
is one of the brightest galax- 
ies in the spring sky. The 
galaxy is about a third of the 
width of the frill moon and in 
this season sets early in the 
evening in the northern sty. 
Dr. Ford said. M51 is a spiral 
galaxy about the size and 
shape of the Milky Way , 
which includes the sun . and 
was formally recorded in star 
books kept by astronomers in 
the 1800s. 

The object became known 
as the whirlpool galaxy, he 
said, because of the spiral 
*hane detected bv early tdte- 


Dr. Ford said the images of 
M51 give the clearest picture 
yet of the torus of dust and 
gas that surround a black 
hole. 

A black hole is a concen- 
tration of matter so dense 
that it creates a gravitation 
field powerful enough to pre- 
vent even tight from escap- 
ing. The gravitational and 
frictional forces set up by the 
black bole is thought to heat 
gas and dust around the hole. 
This can give off tight and 
radiation that can be de- 
tected. 

A light year is the distance 
that light will travel in a 
vacuum in one year, about 6 
trillion miles (9.6 trillion 
kilometres). 

Dr. Ford repotted on bis find- 
ings at a meeting in Col- 
umbus, Ohio, of the Amer- 


JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, 11 Junm, FSm. 


830 The Simpson 

Homer will buy a pony for bis 
daughter lisa. 

10*0 News in Eagtish 


Sunday, Id June 

830 Wings 


9:10 FootbaB 


1030 Movie of the Week jfcpp News In j English 


Near Mrs. 

Starring: Judge fiehtbald and 
Casey Skxnasdbo. 

Friday, 12 June 

830 Coacb 

The Pine Apple Bowl 

After twenty years, Hayden 
prepares to win a major foot- 
ball match. 

9:10 Football. 

10*0 News to English 

1030 Inspector Morse 

The Woivercote Tongue. 

A group of rich American 
tourists on a tour in England,' 
many deaths' occur and in- 
spector Morse investigates to 
get to the bottom of the case. 

Saturday, 13 Juaa 

830 Soper Bloopers. 

930 Encounter 
930 Feature Hn 

Reds 

1030 News In Eogtish 

lA-KI *■«.— 'll 1 Til. — • 


1030 Law And Order 

Asylum 

A killer is acquitted on a 
technicality but the prosecu- 
tor asks for a retrial. 


Manday, IS J 

830 Clnse To Home 

Double Date 


Kate and her brother 
arranged a double date for 
the lather 

9:10 FootbaB 



1030 News to English 
1030 Gdd 

Episode 7 


Johnny and iris wife decided The Palace Guard: Taesdav at 9 -m 
to live in the big city 7 wMV 

Tuesday, IS Imam, 92 

fcttiimpAJVtar Vmout Armour Mfed 

Ep. 2 The Proxy Blues. *39 t 

9:10 Palace Guard 9:10 J 

The Russian countess frees 

1030 News to EngBsb trouble during the Russian 1030 


Marring: Marian Dietrich 0 

aod Robert DooaL *30 -Saved By Tie.lkff. 

The Russian countess frees 9:19 Footbaa 

OrKrcia fr>r POOrf IA.1A 4 „ * 

A Tale Of Two CWm. 
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Egypt bring in 
- vision 
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tftateraiydayiwvsatefftodbCMs 
on tfte balconies and roo f tops of 


Egypt's capital. (WML) 


Satellite dishes blooming in Cairo 
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CAIRO, Egypt (WNL) — 
Satellite (EsKes are becoming 
increasingly common on die 
roofs ana terraces of Cano’s 
residential areas, providing 
weB-off residents with a mnl- 
tiKngnal selection of foreign 
news, fftms, mime videos — 
and a taste of the Western- 
view of the world. Their, 
popularity is spreading, -bta~ 
not ail Egyptians are con- 
verts. 

According to Ossama A1 
Manquabacu, a young en- 
gineer who has set up a com- 
pany specialising in high- 
quality dish installation, the 
best received channels — and 
the most popular— are from 
European countries through 
Eatekat satellites. Unlike in- 
dividual owners whose satel- 
lite dishes can antomaricafly 
rotate in the direction of the 


channel they wish to watch , 
tenants or co-owners who in- 
stall a communal dish agree 
on which satellite to receive 
and die dish remains fired in 
one direction, says Mr. A1 
Manquabadi. Most choose 
Sopetthannel, a British chan- 
nel -with news, films and ' 

. music videos. TV5,a French 
lan guage cbahheT with pTOg- . 
ram mes from France, 
Switzerland, Canada and 
Belgium, comes second. 
Some ask for a second dish to 
receive the Israeli satellite 
and its two channels because 
they show many US. films 
with Arabic subtides . . 

“The tendency is dear,” 
says Mr. A1 Manquabadi. 

Apart from a few wealthy 
clients, people share one or 
more satellite dishes with 
their neighbours. And they 


generally realise they were 
right to do so — no one really 
takes advantage of the fifty- 
plus channels available with a 
private dish ; you always end 
up watching the same Bve or 
six.” 

Dishes are expensive — 
about $7,000 for* a -larger. 

. dish,' which can spickup two 
wavelengths " Tvitfc vdftretent - 
channels .• . Egyptian televi- 
sion’s director of technical 
services, Mohammad Zaatar, 
says : “In the West, satellite 
dishes are four to 60 cen- 
timetres wide because trans- 
missions are aimed at these 
regions and are, therefore, 
closer and more powerful. 

We are in a peripheral re- 
gion and need larger dishes 
— IS to 2.40 meters wide — 
to get die same quaStyrecep- 


^ «9 

non. 

Initially, Egyptians were 
suspicions of foreign prog- 
rammes. Many feared the 
satellites would broadcast 
pornographic film s all the 
time. “ I didn’t get a dish,” 
says Mnstapha Reda, an en- 
gmppr. witb four, teenage chil- 
dren.' “because I feared the 


. paapftbpsepmgranunes 
On tyortradmOns and moral 
’ via hies. Having watched a few 
programmes at friends’ 
homes, I realised that most 
avoided offending our sensiti- 
vities , which could create re- 
jection. But there is sdU the 
nudity problem .” Although 
nudity does not shock Euro- 
peans or sub-Saharan Afri- 
cans, it is unacceptable in 
most Islamic countries Mr. 
Reda admits diat the only 
nudes he saw were on sden- 


tiffc programmes. 

Above all. satellite dishes 
are windows on the world, 
particularly on current 
affairs. Those who follow 
satellite broadcast news agree 
that they have gained a grea- 
ter understanding of political 
realities. Says Faisal Abdul 
Nabi, a multilingual lawyer: 
“ Being able to follow politic- 
al news in many languages 
has given me a global view of 
international, affairs . It 
started last year with CNN’s 
24-hour coverage of the Gulf 
war. But CNN gave only its 
own point of view. Having 
access to British , French, 
Arab and Israeli versions of 
the same events is giving me 
more distance and interesting 
insights. ” 

Yet, Mr. Abdul Nabi does 
not find the outcome for the 


-Third World encouraging. 
‘"Except for a few rare 
cases, ’* says Mr. Abdul Nabi, 
“ I have noticed that our 
problems are vaguely per- 
ceived by the Western media. 
Even worse, I sometimes 
notice biases and voluntary 
omissions. Apart from the 
French channel, which some- 
times gets closer to the 
truth , most other channels 
ignore press agency reports 
on, for instance, the condi- 
tions in the Israeli-occupied 
territories or the pohtical 
situation Iran was left in by 
the West ana do not mention 
the real consequences of the 
Libyan embargo on the eco- 
nomies of all Arab countries. ” 
Mr. Abdul Nabi believes 
the Libyan affair has been 
presented by the Western 
media with little considera- 


tion for the truth: “It was 
completely exploited to fuel 
public indignation at the 
bombings of the Pan Am and 
French planes. No one men- 
tioned that the demand for 
the extradition of the two 
Libyan nationals was illegal 
None of the simil ar cases — 
the shooting down of Libyan 
planes or the bombing of 
Tripoli ordered by Reagan — 
were referred to. Terrorism is 
perceived as such only when 
it hits Western targets. When 
it’s the other way round, it is 
well-deserved retaliation. ” 
There is bitterness in Mr. 
Abdul Nabi’s observations . 
and he admits be has shed his 
earlier illusions and naivete 
through watching broadcast 
news aimed at the Western 
public. “ The Middle East T 
Africa and its problems are 


perceived as quaint and col- 
ourful. As far as we are 
concerned, the European 
public is very badlv in- 
formed. ” 

As a result of an enlarged 
view of world affairs, many 
fee! the need to further the 
reach of Arab information — ■ 
the other side, says Mr. 
Abdul Nabi — to give the 
West a more balanced view 
of events. “Until we have the 
capacity to send programmes 
that Western sateUtte dishes 
can receive, the world will 
remain a place where rich 
countries alone can be 
beard , " concludes Mr. Abdul 
Nabi. “As long as the West- 
ern version of the truth has a 
monopoly, the so-called New 
Order is unlikely to be based 
on justice and human rights. “ 



Language lessons going 
for a song in Tokyo 
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By Gareth Jones 

Reuter 

TOKYO — Want to learn a 
foreign language? Well, time 
to shut tbose tedious tex- 
tbooks, cast off your inhibi- 
tions and reach for a mic- 
rophone. 

' That, at least, is the advice t 
of Hiroshi Kurokj, a pianist 
and voice trainer who teaches 
Japanese and English 
through the medium of 
Karaoke at a Tokyo language 
sdtool. 

-“Karaoke is the quickest 
■way to meet people in Japan 
, because all kinds of Japanese 
l — businessmen, teachers, 
'.honsewives; even children — 
'go to Karaoke, Mr. Kuroki 
‘.said. 

“Japanese people tend to 
\be very bashful and conserva- 
tive and foreigners often feel 
\a kind of vail. But in a 
; Karaoke bar, they realty re- 
> lax and open up to a fore- 
igner — especially one who 
! can sing in Japanese he 
t m said. . 

The silver-bated Kurofti, a 
former jazz ringer, said most 
foreigners living in Japan 
were too tired .after a hectic 
day at the office to pore over 
m complex grammatical rules 
‘and Itets of vocabulary. 

“ Karaoke makes tiresome 
practice a pleasure,” be said 
in an interview at the Sanwa 
Music Academy where he 
toadies with die aid of a 
piano and Karaoke videos. 

- Karaoke — “empty 


orchestra” — consists of re- 
corded pop tunes minus the 
vocals, allowing poolers to 
■sing along. 

“It’s easier to memorise 
words and structures in a 
song because the lyrics usual- 
ly rely on repetition. Even 
people with an awful memory 
can remember them. It a&o 
helps give students good pro- 
nunciation and tone.” 

The method works equally 
well in teaching English or 
any other language, he said. 

Mr. Kuroki, who as a voice 
trainer has taught many rin- 
gers and actresses, said be 
taught himself English, 
French and some Portuguese 
mainly through songs. 

The ability to communicate 
freely in a foreign language 
should take precedence over 
theoretical knowledge, he 
said. 

“In Japan , students study 
English very’ hard in order to 
pass toe highly competitive 
entrance exams for uni- 
versity. 

“But they still can’t tell a 
foreigner bow to get to the 
station because they panic 
and are terrified about mak- 
ing grammatical’ mistakes.” 

Students leant best when 
they can relax, be said. 

His Japanese students of 
English particularly liked 
learning songs from famous 
movies, Mr. Kuroki said.' 
Moon River , I Left My Heart 
In San Ftandsco, My Way 
and Beatles hits were firm 
favourites. ' 


Although it first swept 
Japan 20 years ego. Karaoke . 
has recently became one of 
Japan’s most successful ex- 
ports. 

From London to Peking 
would-be Frank Sinatras 
have been flocking to 
Karaoke bars for a chance to 
belt out their favourite num- 
bers. Even Stalinist North 
Korea boasts one. 

“For the first time ever, 
Japan has exported its own, 
mass-market, cultural icon, ” 
said Britain’s Economist 
magazine. “Karaoke is proof 
that in Japan there is life after 
work it is not all / dotting to 
dominate world markets. ” • 

In Japan, where an esti- 
mated 2,800 new Karaoke 
outlets opened in 1990 alone, 
bar owners are investing in a 
whole new generation of 
atmosphere gimmicks and’ 
stage effects from artifkaaJ 
starlight to bubble baths. 

In one Osaka bar, you can 
sing Raindrops Keep Failin’ 
On My Head under a sprink- 
ler system — umbrellas are 
provided. 

Mr. Kuroki said he hopes 
educational Karaoke” will 
catch on as quickly. He con- 
ceded that gazing at a screen 
covered with Japanese script 
and pouring your heart into 
some syrupy ballad -is not 
everyone’s idea of study — or 
of fan. 

“I don’t actually like • 
Karaoke myself ana have 
only been twice in my life,” 
be said with a chuckle. 

Written Japanese , a com - . 


plex mosaic of three different 
scripts, is one of the most 
difficult languages to read. 

Before bong able to tackle 
a newspaper, Japanese must 
commit to memory two sylla- 
baries — Hiragana and Kata- 
kana , the latter reserved 
largely for words of foreign 
origin — and at least 2,000 
Chinese characters (Kanji). 
Kanji commonly .have three 
or more different readings. 

Kuroki’s students begin by 
reading and singing the 
Japanese tones ready trans- 
literated into the Western 
alphabet. 

Hiragana is gradually in- 
troduced, and Kanji is strictly 
for the more advanced stu- 
dents. 

The Karaoke videos used 
by students consist of words 
only as Mr. Kuroki says the 
televised mini-stories that 
usually accompany a song 
would distract toe students 
from the meaning. 

“After about 10 lessons, a 
student will have a fairly 
good idea of Japanese gram- 
mar and should, with applica- 
tion, be able to read both 
JHbagana and Katakana.” 

One student, a Filipino 
houswife married to a 
Japanese, seemed happy with 
her progress. 

“when I first went to a 
Karaoke bar with Japanese 
-ftiends, I felt ashamed be- 
cause I couldn’t join in the 
singing. The more I can ring , 
the easier it will be to make 
friends.” 


In phone-rich U.S., dial for sex, 
sinners and medical advice 




By Bernd Debusmann 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Want to 
find out about “women’s 
shameless sins?” Need in- 
stant advice from a doctoror 
lawyer? Stock market quota- 
tions? Your horoscope? Ear- 
thquake forecasts? Jokes? 

In the United States, with 
more telephones than any 
other country, a bewildering 
array of information and en- 
tertainment is becoming ac- 
cessible through “ pay-per - 
call” exchanges at prices that 
range from 50 cents to $5 or 
more a minute. 

Pay-per-call exchanges, 
also known as 900 numbers, 
are the latest business 
spawned by Alexander Gra- 
ham Bell’s 1876 invention of 
the telephone and some 
analysts of the communica- 
tions industry say they have a 
bright fiiture. 

Growth has been steep: 
Revenues jumped more than 
15-fold from $150 million- in 
1988 to $445 million in 1989, 
$880 million in 1990 and $975 
million in 1991, according to 
Strategic Telemedia, a New 
York-based research and 
consulting firm. 

“We predict revenues to 
rise to $1.3 billion by 1993 
and to $1.8 billion by 1995,” 
Telemedia ’s James Ivers said. 

But for the moment, the 
budding industry is beset by 
teething pains , partly caused - 
by the widespread — and 
erroneous — perception that 
most 900 numbers cater to 
callers in search of “shame- 


less sins” and “sizzling sex." 

One of the early 900 num- 
bers, now discontinued, fea- 
tured no talk at all but a 
woman’s moans of passion at 
various pitches of intensity 
for $3 a minute. 

Bat after a phenomenal 
spurt in phone sex lines in the 
late 1980s, industry analysts 
report, the “ adult entertain- 
ment” share of 900 numbers 
has shrunk steadily and now 
stands at around three per 
cent of the total. 

Federal regulations and a 
law sponsored by North 
Carolina Senator Jesse 
Helms, the arch-conservative 
Republican who sees himself 
as a protector of American 
virtue , combined to make life 
in the 900 lane difficult for 
the moan -and -groan crowd. 

For providers of dirty talk, 
900 numbers are convenient 
because charges for phone 
sex automatically appear on 
the caller’s telephone bill. 
Under regulations that took 
effect last December, howev- 
er, the companies can no 
bnger cut off a subscriber’s 
line for failing to pay 900 
charges. 

That makes it virtually im- 
possible to collect money if 
toe subscriber disputes 
charges. 

The new rules followed a 
rash of complaints by parents 
whose children had run up 
thousands of dollars in 900 
number charges. One case, 
still pending, involved a Ten- 
nessee teenager , Christopher 
Brown, who racked up a 
$ 41,000 phone sex bill on bis 


mother’s line. 

“The (phone sex) business 
has taken a very bard 
knock,” said Nick Selby, a 
California lawyer who repre- 
sents several adult entertai- 
ment providers. “Thousands 
have been driven out because 
there is no collection enforce- 
ment mechanism.” 

Others have switched to 
free SOO numbers. While toe 
initial call hi paid by the 
called party , callers are asked 
to provide credit card details 
and , in some cases, social 
security numbers. 

Conversations with such 
numbers as SOO-XXX-Orgy 
or 800-XXXX-Sex are billed 
to toe customer’s credit card. 

Such procedures appear to 
have cooled the ardour of 
Americans for long-distance 
sex. 

“A lot of people out there 
don ’t have credit cards , " said 
Mr. Selby, “and many of 
those who have won’t like 
giving out their numbers to 
strangers. ” 

Sex operators, according to 
industry analysts, are only 
one of the image problems 
plaguing the 900 business. 
The system also spawned a 
wide array of fraudulent 
schemes from bogus sweep- 
stakes to phony credit card 
advice. 

Tighter federal regulation 
and voluntary procedures 
announced last month by 46 
state attorney generals are 
expected to drive away shady 
operators and attract more 
mainstream business users. 

According to the Washing- 


ton-based Information Indus- 
try Association, newspapers 
make up a fast-growing seg- 
ment of the 900 market: 
More than 400 now provide 
information through 900 
numbers, up from 112 in 
1989. 

One of the earliest con- 
verts to the system was the 
Wall Street Journal, which 
charges 95 cents a minute for 
news, stock quotes and 
weather reports. 

Less conventional uses of 
900 numbers include 1-900- 
226-jolt, a California earth- 
quake forecast service run by 
geologist Jim Berkand. Also 
based in California: A 900 
advice line staffed by lawyers 
who answer questions at $3 a 
minute. 

Tom Kovachevich, a New 
York physician, runs 1-900- 
77-Doctor, a medical advice 
line which a Iso charges $3 a 
minute. The average col! lasts 
five minutes. Dr. Kova Che- 
viot said. 

In the long run, industry 
analysts say, pay-per-call 
lines with shoulder aside 
many of the 800 lines that 
cost an estimated annual $7 
bilhon to toe companies and 
institutions which now pro- 
vide them free to callers. 

The Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice (IRS), for example , has 
the most frequently called 
800 number in the country 
and there are predictions that 
citizens who now get tax in- 
formation free will eventually 
have to pay for it over a 900 
line. 
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Organ transplants offer new life 


By Philipippa JVeare 


NEW YORK — A young 
man in a California hospital 
fights for his life after a se- 
rious motorcycle accident. 
He /oses his battle, and a few 
minutes after he takes his last 
breath , doctors remove his 
healthy liver. An ambulance 
stands by and , sirens scream- 
ing, rushes the liver to the 
airport. Miles away on the 
other side of the country , 
surgeons prepare a woman 
on the operating table. The 
count-down has started. The 
medical team is on full alert 
and may operate throughout 
the night to transplant the 
organ to its new host. 

Probably the most spec- 
tacular ever achieved in 
medical science, organ trans- 
plants offer new life to dying 
patients. Recent discoveries, 
particularly in the crucial 
Geld of organ preservation 
and transportation, bold out 
the promise of more and bet- 
ter transplants in the future. 
Since the first kidney was 
transplanted in the United 
States in 1954 , doctors have 
already made dramatic 
strides in improving the suc- 
cess rate of operations and 
the variety of organs that can 
be transplanted. Last year , a 
total of 16,003 people re- 
ceived transplanted organs in 
the U.S. — 9,943 of the 
operations involved kidneys, 
2,946 liveis, 2,127 hearts, 535 
pancreases , 400 lung and 52 
both heart and lungs. 

But for every donor who 
received an organ, others 
were left on the waiting list. 
More than 26,000 people are 
currently waiting for organs 
in the U.S. Here , as in most 
of the world, demand far 
outstrips supply. Every 20 
minutes, a new name is 
added to the list, according to 
tb e U~n / t e d N e t - 
work for Organ Sharing, 
(UNOS) a nation-wide reg- 
istry coordinating patients, 
donors and hospitals which 
perform transplants. Close to 
seven people die each day in 


the U.S . as they wait for 
organs, and that number is 
growing each year. Trans- 
plant operations have be- 
come more frequent and 
more successful, but the 
number of donors has failed 
to keep pace. 

Helen Camp was one of 
the lucky patients whose tis- 
sue-type matched that of an 
available organ. A rare dis- 
ease had slowly destroyed her 
kidneys and for years the 
54-year-old New York col- 
lege teacher was forced to go 
into hospital three or four 
times a week to be hooked up 
to a dialysis machine. The 
procedure took at least four 
hours, during which time the 
blood was drained from her 
body, circulated and cleaned 
by the machine. 

“I was on the waiting list 
(for a kidney) for two years 
and had several stand-by 
alerts/' she recalls. “Unless I 
got a transplant I would have 
been forced to go to the 
hospital for the rest of my 
life. Sometimes on the 
machine, I got cramps that 
were so painful, I couldn't 
even scream. " Since her op- 
eration last August , Ms. 
Camp's life has changed com- 
pletely. ‘The hope that I 
might one day receive a kid- 
ney is what kept me going. 
Now I can travel, work, do 
wbat I want I was also on 
. extremely restrictive diet for 
10 years,” she said. It took 
Ms. Camp a few weeks to get 
her strength back and recover 
from the operation. Now she 
is almost back to normal. “ I 
can eat and drink what I like, 
it is so peculiar! Now I can go 
and visit my children and 
grandchildren when I want. 
This is such a miracle!” 

The miracle does not come 
easy. The process of Ending 
and matching an organ and a 
recipient is lengthy and corn-’ 
plex and the costs are high. 
The average total cost of a 
kidney transplant is $39,625, 
while the cost of a liver trans- 
plant is $145,795, according 
to UNOS. 


As scientiftc techniques 
have developed, the pre- 
servation and transportation 
of life-saving organs has re- 
mained a limiting factor. 
Now, new discoveries have 
given hope for improvements 
on the two main methods of 
live-organ handling. One ma- 
jor breakthrough came with 
the introduction of a pre- 
servation solution , which can 
be used with several organs. 
Invented by Dr. Folkert Bel- 
zer at the University of Wis- 
consin in 1984, and de- 
veloped in recent years , the 
solution, called UW, drama- 
tically lengthens the time 
organs can be preserved. Said 
Dr. James Southard, a spe- 
cialist in organ preservation: 
“This solution has had a re- 
volutionary effect on organ 
preservation. Before , we 
could only preserve livers for 
six to eight hours. Now we 
can keep them up to 24 
hours.” It is also a major 
advantage for heart preserva- 
tion, added Dr. Southard, 
who works with Dr. Belzer. 
Of all the organs , the heart 
still has the shortest preserva- 
tion time and the UW solu- 
tion has doubled that time 
from four to eight hours. 


Prmsmrvation of 
organs 


Advances have also been 
made in the preservation of 
organs through a technique 
known as perfusion. Most 
organs are still preserved 
through cold storage, in an 
“igloo” cooler, much like the 
containers people use for pic- 
nics. Many problems are 
associated with cold storage . 
including damage to cells 
through swelling. Perfusing 
the organ with a solution 
simulates blood circulation. 
A kidney can now be pre- 
served for three days in cold 
storage and seven days with 
perfusion. This allows more 
time for tissue-typing and 
transportation, and means 
doctors no longer have to 
perform the transplant as an 


emergency procedure. 

There are other advan- 
tages, explains Dr. Southard. 
“ Perfusion increases the 
number and quality of organs 
that are available. With kid- 
neys, there is less need to 
dialyse the patient,'’ he said. 
“ Before , some 33 per cent of 
patients who received kidney 
transplants needed dialysis , 
and the UW solution has 
reduced that by 10 per cent. ” 
It costs about $500 every time 
a patient has to be dialysed. 

Kidneys are difficult to 
rngteh , so every hour of in- 
creased preservation time 
counts. While livers are more 
fragile and difficult to per- 
fuse, the effects of the solu- 
tion have been very positive. 
Dr. Albert Knapp, a liver 
specialist consulting at Len- 
nox Hill and Mount Sinai 
hospitals in New York ex- 
plains: “The advantage is 
that you have a superb pre- 
servation of the liver and 
instead of performing the op- 
eration as an emergency pro- 
cedure with rushes to the 
airport, police cars and work- 
ing through the night, we can 
now schedule transplants 
with the regular crew of 
nurses, technicians and well- 
rested surgeons.” 

Also promising in the 
transportation and preserva- 
tion area is the prospect of a 
new high-tech kidney perfu- 
sion machine known as the 
Live Organ Carrier Preserva- 
tion System (LOCS). De- 
veloped by Trans-Med, a 
Texas-based corporation, 
and soon to be launched on 
the, market, LOCS will fea- 
ture an integrated compute- 
rised system capable of com- 
municating critical up-to-the- 
minute details on the status 
of the organ being ' tram- 
ported to the procurement 
coordinator and the surgeon. 
Said company director Sam 
McGhee: “ Kidneys repre- 
sents 86perccntofthetrans- 
plant market The needs are 
verj'spccifie. So far there was 
oniy one machine on the mar- 
ket and it was designed 20 
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DOUBLESPEAK 
By Olive Dona 


ACROSS 


1 Ham let 

28 Songtjrrd 

53 Creeping 

90 Explosion 

2 Inter — 

29 Fngirprtnt 

58 Rejects 

93 Author of "Rabbit 

3 Not worm a 

convolution 

62 Lea sound 

Run 1 

mo — 

30 Bn d deviltry 7 

63 Newt 

94 Luncnuma 

4 Marquee sxjn? 

32 Flavoring in 

65 — Lanka 

interval dial 

5 CoBectton of 

cookery 

68 AteUar props 

96 Bodge 

anecdotes 

35 Snowed contempt 

69 Charm 

100 Sklyemna 

6 — as life 

36 EcctosiasKal 

70 Legislated 

102 — me Ms 

7 — Aires 

garb 

71 Pa nod at weather 

103 Revere 

a nm 

37 Ufe-sustainng 

72 Formal content of 

105 Sudden 

9 Rymg prefix 

39 Entrance 

a culture 

assaults 

10 Nonsense var 

40 Sedative 

73 Mr. Eastwood 

106 Entertain 

11 Scents 

42 Commercial 

74 Flavor 

107 Adhesive 

12 Plant used to 

writers 

77 Artless 

108 Styteh 

creams 
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78 Command 
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21 x 21. By James Bar-rick 




Last Week's Cryptograms 


I. Diamond aafl, hig KrJ gJif gem Co fcw new gJrUWoild. lAPWttft! 

1 A railing stone gathers no me. but it cooM become smooth. 

3 . Rongfahowsing rangtneck Mda brooglit on end to their audio* dehhwft. 

4. Seen offscreen sans make-up, famous Dim sod rock star is not ea adonis 
orapoDo. 
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1G Troubles 

33 Moniker 

46 Enriched 

6Z Pro- 

17 By way of 

37 Misleading 
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50 Chant 

71 and 
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42 Greasy spoon 
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Prejudfce" 

award 

fare 

53 Foot with daws 

72 Rigid 

DOWN 

1 Lyric poem 

15 Bar MU 

33 Mr. Coward 

55 Explosive 

2 Female deer 

19 High cam 

34 Competent 

sound 

3 Poker stake 

20 Get rid Of 

35 Peal — 

56 Cup handle 

57 Field 

4 Moons of 

21 Not hidden 

38 Rubber band 

restraint 

22 Transgressions 

37 AnowSie 

56 Car for hre 

5 Love god 

23LMcs item 

object 

59 Mr. 5kinner 

7 First murderer 

2d Excuse 

36 Bar legally 
39 Porcelain 

60 One of a pair 

8 Suburb of Pans 

25 Theatrical 

64 Ml. rank 

9 Long river 

production 

43 Sharpened 

65 “Jane — " 

10 Extensive 
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46 Do an office job 

66 Kill 

11 At no time 

30 Russ, inland see 

47 Not many 

57 Means 

14 To — Wkn 

31 S. Am. room 

53 Exist 

justifier 
70 Born: Fr. 

Lave" 

32 Killed 

54 Zenana 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. TY0ND E 1 0 BREAD SPYUP USA SLIM JLI 

BOLBEO 8PL EIO NPYUM EAT NYIOT LJ 
Y N. —By Barbara J. Rngg 

2. ETY-PARTY ETOPYTTE'R COQT XHYT POX 

JA AP UPT OBT CHUTE CHJAP HQUTE 
BFEORUXHR. — By Lois EL Jones 

3. SHY SHRINK SHOLD WHY CROWD. INW 

NYWKBOWD DAZN UNHSWU1 CNND CKAZ 
RNHSWUI ZHKLD. — By Anitsge Sksaks 

4. UGH AGBXPET: OTOHEXY. HTEJCNCQA 

ZCXEXSCON ZCQXP YC UO JOJUON CZ 
AJQY A O Y. —By Eugene T. Mates** 
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years ago. It’s very archaic.” 

. The LOCS machine will 
simulate the body's circula- 
tory system while permanent- 
ly monitoring the tempera- 
ture, pressure, Sow and other 
'data. The lightweight instru- 
ment requires just one hand- 
ler and is equipped with a 
satellite telecommunications 
system that can instantly alert 
,a technician if a problem 
arises. It can also provide a 
complete printout of storage 
conditions to the receiving 
surgeon. “When a surgeon re- 
ceives an organ, he wants to 
know wbat has happened 
over the past few hours, since 
the time it was retrieved, ” 
said Mr. McGhee, 39. “At 
the press of a button , be will 
have a full report as the 
machine scans the para- 
metres every six minutes. All 
that information bad to be 
collected manually every 
hour. Now you won't have to 
babysit the organ. An alarm 
will go off if the temperature 
rises or anything else goes 
wrong.” 

While the debate between 
the advantages of cold stor- 
age and perfusion still divides 
the medical community Mr. 
McGhee, who has worked 
with Dr. Belzer on develop- 
ing LOCS, points to several 
new areas where the technol- 
ogy will improve the chances 
of keeping a kidney in good 
condition. “When a person 
dies, their system pumps 
massive amounts of adrena-- 
tine into the body/’ said 
McGhee. “This constricts all 
the blood vessels and organs. 
When an organ is retrieved, it 
is still constricted. If you per- 
fuse a kidney, it opens up 
in four hours. ” 



Refactio n 


Sam McGhee, director of Trans-Med. displays the Live Organ Carrier Preservation System (LOCS) m 
developed by his company. 


One major hurdle with 
organ transplants is overcom- 
ing rejection by the red- 
pienfs body. Which perceives 
the new body part as a fore- 
ign intruder. Recent adv- 
ances in the development of 
immunosuppressive drugs 
have gone some way to tack- 
ting the problem. The LOCS 
machine and similar systems 
may allow doctors to start 
treating the organ before it is 
transplanted. Said McGhee. 
“While the patient is being 
pre-treated, it will be possi- 
ble, by introducing drugs to 
the perfusion solution, to 
treat the organ as well. Also, 
as technology progresses, 
surgeons have found that 
dunng the first eight to 10 
hours of preservation time, 
die calcium in the organ be- 
comes severely depleted. We 
can re-introduce calcium and 
feed the cells.” 

Mr. McGhee is currently 
working with IBM on a com- 


puter-based multi-media 
programme to train techni- 
cians in organ preservation. 
To date, thereareonly some 
30 such professionals in the 
United States, and the com- 
pany has already made con- 
tacts to market the system in 
Germany, Belgium, Italy and 
South Africa, where the 
training programme could be 
launched. ■ 

With dose to 250 organ 
transplant centres in the 
U.S., die work of UNOS and 
similar organisations in other 
parts of the world — such as 
Amsterdam's Euro-Trans- 
plant which covers northern 
Europe — has become in- 
creasingly vital. UNOS oper- 
ates 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year and is responsible for 
assisting transplant centres 
with matching , transporting 
and sharing organs. 

Since its creation in 1948 , . 
UNOS has had little chance 
to share organs with other 


countries because the domes- 
tic demand is so high', says 
communications coordinator 
Mary Ann Whiz. The same is 
true of most other nations . 
she says. However, UNOS is 
also involved in efforts to 
publicise the need for organs 
and encourage the public to 
carry organ donor cards. 

One much-publicised case 
in the U.S. recently attracted 
the public's attention and 
highlighted some of the ethic- 
al issues raised by trans- 
plants. A Florida woman 
gave .birth to a child with 
most of the brain missing. 
The baby had no chance to' 
survive beyond a few days, so 
the coup/e decided to donate 
their child's organs. But the 
law blocked them from doing 
so. Said Ms. Wirtz: ‘‘The 
brain is constituted of three 
portions and all three have to 
be dead before anything can 
be removed from the body. 
The parents wanted this child 


to be a donor, but the proofs 
would have JaUed ft. ” When 
thechiMdi^'hmpdays later, 
its organs had deteriorated 
top much to be usable -■ . ■ 
New technology may im- 
prove efficiency, but it can do 
nothing to alleviate the dire 
shortage of organs. In parts 
of the developing world, this 
has spurred a boom in illegal 
organ trafficking, and there is . 
a plentiful supply of live 
donors ready to sell a kidney 
or a lung for the right sum. 
'.‘This is strictly prohibited in 
the U.S.” said Ms: Wirtz, 
“The World Health Orga- 
nisation is currently addres- 
sing that problem.' I hope 
other countries will establish 
principles, set up nationwide 
networks, coordinate efforts 
to reduce wastage, and get 
the organs to people who 
need diem with no considera- 
tion of race, religion or who 
can afford to pay”— World 
News Link. 
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Genetic defect linked to Parkinson ’s disease 


v,. 


By Randi Hotter Epstein 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — People with a 
genetic defect that damages 
the body’s ability to destroy 
toxins are twice as likely to 
suffer from Parkinson's dis- 
ease as people without the 
defect, a study suggests. 

“The finding is an impor- 
tant step forward in identify- 
ing factors which influence an 
individual's susceptibility to 
Parkinson's disease/' said 
study co-author Dr. P. Nigel 
Leigh , a professor of clinical 
neurology at the institute of 
Psychiatry and King's Col- 
lege School of Medicine in 
London. 

Dr. Donald R. Johns, 
assistant professor of neurol- 
ogy at Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity in Baltimore, said;. 
“ this is potentially significant. 
It may lead to a way to 
identify people at risk. '* 

The study was published in 
the June 6 issue of the Lan- 
cet, a British medical journal. 

Doctors have long sus- 
pected some people may har- 
bour genetic defects making 
them more vulnerable to Par-, 
kinson's disease, which is one 
of the three most common 
neurological disorders, strik- 
ing about one per cent of the 


population. 

The disease depletes dopa- 
mine, a chemical produced in 
the brain that transmits signals in 
the nervous system. Victims 
tend to be older ; than 40. The 
disease produces tremours, 
muscle rigidity, slowness and 
instability. 

Previous research sug- 
gested people suffering from 
. Parkinson’si’s disease cannot 
break down certain drugs or 
toxins . This study went a step 
further by exploring a gene 
that produces cytochrome 
P450, a toxin-fighting pro- 
tein . 

. Investigators at the impe- 
rial cancer research fund in 
London, Edinburgh , and 
Birmingham examined the 
cytochrome P450 gene in 229 
Parakinson's disease patients 
and 720 healthy people. ' 

Dr. Leigh said 11.8 per 
cent of Parkinson's disease 
patients had genetic defects 
danaaging their ability to eh-. 
minute toxins compared to 
five per cent of healthy 
people. 

“There has been a tong- 
standing debate that one of 
the reasons we might develop 
Parkinson's disease is that 
some of us may not be able to. 
rid ourselves of potential tox- 


ins either from the environ- 
ment or from our own 
body/' Dr. Leigh said. 

“This study established 
beyond a doubt there is a 
genetic predisposition, at 
least in some people , afflicted 
with the disease.” 


The study does not suggest 
everyone with the defect will 
ge t Parkinson 's . disease 
Rather, they may be mor£ 
vulnerable to environmental 
factors, such as drugs or che-' 
micals, that trigger Parkin- 
son's. 
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? .J trwtjr as the major fan ning 
f * - P° int ^ iat practically rein- 
*■ •»■ forced the sharp regional imba- 
[• > knee created by the 1967 war. 
. -I Bat some Arab analysts 
j.t; »g*w that the 1%7 defeat of 
5 > Egypt under Nasser had led to 
- ’.Camp David. 

\ “If it was not for the 1967 
. " - defeat it would have been very 
S : nn&keiy that Egypt would sign 
a unilateral treaty with Israel,” 
\ ■ : says Dr. Mustafa Hamarneb, a 
history professor and bead of 

* the Jordan University Centre 
for Strategic Studies. , 

Egypt’s most recognised phi- 
losopher, Dr. Mahmoud Amin 
A1 Akm, says that it was a 
, combination “of a historic 
-coincidence, represented by 
. the death of Nasser” and what 
.he refers to as “political 

■ coopis” from within the regime 
Le. the rise of Sadat and snbse- 
qnent , Egyptian shift to the 

- West, that turned the. military 
defeat into a political and eco- 

_nonqc : defeat. 

“The 1967 war sparked a 

- revolutionary wave in the Arab 
; World;” Dr. Alem says. “At 
<~ first there was no sign of a 
[ - break-up; that was evident in 
Z the emergence of the Palesti- 
“ man resistance movement and 
;ihe war of attrition (that fol- 

• lowed, on the Egyptian-IsracH 
- ■’ borders). But the military de- 
! _;-feat was transformed into a 
; » political defeat after the death 

• of Nasser and Sadat’s tilt to the 
.-West.” 

In Dr. Alem's view — 

; -shared by many in the Arab 

■ -World — the 1967 war aimed 
! 'not only at fulfilling Israeli 
; ^’expansionism but also at de- 
; Seating the independent poli- 
if-tical fine as well as blunting 

Arab .economic development 
(^r epr es en ted by Nasser’s reg- 
; '<me- ! 

Consequently, many Arabs 
S^baHae, die 1967 war placed 

<;jw£stern domination — a result 
! 'That would continue to have a 
! -Strong impact in foe next two 
'^decades. 

The destruction of Iraq’s 
military prowess- during the 
Gulf war in 1991 has effectively 
pr evented a possible shift in 
foe military and political ba- 
. Jpnce imposed by the 1967 de- 
' feat and even tipped it farther 
‘hi favour of Israel. 
y - Buts respected Syrian mili t- 
'-’ary analyst, . A1 Haytbam 
AyoUbi, argues that unlike the 
Gulf war the 1967 war had a 
-johance of becoming a starting 
.point for achieving Arab milit- 
ary parity with Israel was itnot 
Tot Gamp David. 

‘The 1967 war underscored 
for tiie first time the signifi- 

• canoe of endorsing the realisa- 
tion of strategic parity with 
fsrad as a crucial element in 
the Arab- Israeli conflict,” Mr. 
•.Ayoubi said in an recent inter- 
view with the Jordan Times. 

But 'the Camp David treaty 
and later the Iraqi defeat in the 
'Gulf — the two events pushed 
the two strongest Arab coun- 
tries out of tiie Arab-fcraeh 
conflict — and finally the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union ren- 
dered strategic parity almost 


Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad, wbo came topower in a 
military coup in 1970, was the 
staunchest advocate of achiev- 
ing strategic parity with Israel 
until Syria joined the U.S.-led 
coalition against Iraq in the 
■Gulf war and finally Moscow 
indicated that it no longer sup- 
ported such an objective. 


- *1 f l- Mr- Ayonbi aigoed that the 

*i lade of adequate financial aid 


to the frontline states with 
Israel was also a factor that 
impeded efforts to realise Arab 
-Strategic parity with Israel. 

V “Strategic parity needs 
money.- But some Arabs are 


stingy when it comes to spend- 
ing money on such strategic 
issues,” he charged in an Impli- 
cit criticism of the policies pur- 
sued by the rich Arab states. 

The absence of democrat in 
the Arab World, before and 
after the 1967 defeat, and lack 
of a minimum level of Arab 
unity are also often cited as 
factors that led to the defeat in 
the first place and prevented a 
genome recovery over the last 
two decades. 

In a column in the A1 Rai 
daily, Jordan’s leading col- 
umnist Tareq Masarweh wrote 
in an extremely bitter tone that 
the 1967 defeat was inevitable 
and so is the current disarray in 
and weakness of the Arab 
World as long as the Arabs are 
not muted. 

Prominent Jordanian novel- 
ist and a former Arab Baathist 
Mounes A1 Razaz charged that 
repression in the Arab World 
was the main culprit in tiie 
1967 defeat and ail the set- 
backs that followed. 

“The gun-silencers are the 
culprit in the Arab defeats,” 
Mr. Razaz wrote in A1 Dust our 
daily. “The Gun Silencer*” is 
the title of one of Mr. Ram’s 
best novels depicting the 
alienation and disillusionment 
• of Arab intellectuals and pan- 
Arabists due to the repression 
practised by the supposedly 
revolutionary regimes in the 
Arab World. “The Gun 
Silencer” symbolises the rep- 
ression and the actual threat of 
physical elimination which, in 
the novelist’s view, suffocated 
file struggle for independence 
and democracy in the Arab 
World. 

Even the revolutionary 
movements, mainly leftist- 
dominated groups which 
sprang and spread after 1967, 
failed to realise the importance 
of democracy to the straggle 
for independence and the li- 
beration of Palestine. 

“The war (in 1967) did not 
provoke activists to think ab- 
out democracy, which was not 
an important element within 
‘the leftist thinking,” Dr. 
Hamarneh observes. “Instead 
the left then endorsed a 
Stalinist-style revolutionary 
thought.” 

Most Arab intellectuals, 
politicians and activists were 
alerted to the centrality of 
democracy to boost the stand- 
ing of the Arab World only 
after Iraq’s defeat in 1991. 

“This is another major dif- 
ference between the implica- 
tions of 1967 defeat and the 
1991 defeat,” Dr. Hamarneh 
says. 

But in terms of subordina- 
tion of the Arab World to 
Western domination, analysts 
find the Gulf war as extension 
of the 1967 defeat. 

Ed general, the 1967 war and 
the main events of the last 
decades, particularly the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union, have- 
brought the Arabs to terms 
with dealing with the reality of 
the existence of Israel. 

But Arab paKtiduis note 
that this conciliatory shift in 
the Arab position has not been 
matched by any positive stand 
by Israel, which seeks to legiti- 
mise its occupation of the Arab 
lands it occupies and refuses to 
recognise Palestinian national 
rights. 

“There is no doubt that the 
Arabs, particularly the Palesti- 
nians, have moved to a more 
pragamatic position while* 
Israel is maintaining a very 
hardhne stand seeking to main- 
tain the status quo that re- 
sulted after the war,” Dr. Bar- 
ghouti notes. “Israel has still 
come to terms with another 
important result of the 1967 
wan The emergence of an in- 
dependent Palestinian 
nationalist movement that wig 
not amply wither away.” 


Iran hangs four rioters 


parliament, broadcast on Tehran 
Radio. 

• A spokesman for the Iraq- 
bused opposition Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq group said police had 
ipmded up 3,000 of its sym- 
pitthisera in Mashhad, a city, of 
two nriOion people, since the 
ifots.. 

;;Tbe group last week appealed 
to the United Nations Secretaiy- 
General Boutros Gfaafi to inter- 


(Coutinu t d from page 1) 

t on Tehran vene and stop what it termed a 
planned mass execution of its 
sympathisers. 

_ the Iraq- ■ The Mujahedeen said the four 
jahedeen-e- hanged Wednesday brought the 
police had total number executed to 24. 

>f its sym- The government said Monday 
I, a city, of . that an unspecified number wbo 
since the took part m demonstrations in 
Arak and Shiraz a few weeks 
tk appealed before the Mashad incident bo 
s Secretary- gan May 30 had been sentenced 
ifi to inter- and the sentences carried out. 


Tbt first Spa hi fee IVdOe East based os hot Mfnroos nbcnf Utter 
Spdafftfti* ad naal QwcsfntGkn for the Care of 

< Bi MimiHifi i, - Arthritis *- ShmsWfl * Digestive (Birmu 
Or Just for blood circulation enhancement 

50% Discount 

? On Room Rates 

.For non Jordanians ‘ Residents " 

r t 688271/3 . 068270 . 688310 • logtfw i 06 645500 


Where poverty is privilege and wealth is liability 


By Wiahd Mahadeen 


WHEN others cry' to murder us 
with their money and fail in their 
attempt, they are certain to try 
again to kill ns with their dis- 
grace; but when they do, they are 
certain to meet with a bigger 
failure. 

We had thought that our 
poverty was something painful 
and we have rightfully tried to 
overcome this poverty with 
wealth that others do not possess. 
As the days passed by, our 
friends, brotheis and enemies 
alike discovered, for us, some- 
thing which we had never real- 
ised; that our poverty was indeed 
a privilege distinguishing us from 
others. 

They had wanted us to be 
plagued by poverty and prayed 
poverty will not come to their 
doorsteps, but they were later 
shocked to find out that our 
poverty was a lucrative trade for 
us and that their own wealth was 
a losing trade. 


We have lived through our 
poverty with dignity and pride 
while their wealth had deprived 
them of such a pride and they 
found that this wealth had trans- 
formed them into part of a nation 
which we denies them respect or 
the support which we enjoy. 

Not a single child of ours died 
of hunger, but we watched pa- 
rents of other children, who even 
though do not die of hunger, do 
not live either. These people had 
imagined that the more pressure 
they exercised on us the more we 
tremble with fear. But it turoed 
out that the more the pressure on 
us the more we rise and feel 
proud and joyful and we look 
down with contempt on others 
and take pity on those who have 
lost their own minds, their vision 
and their sight and those who 
ended up on the side of toe 
beautiful Arab path we are pas- 
sing through while they point at 


us with trembling fingers slander- 
ing us with an incoherent lan- 
guage as they cry out with a 
hoarse voice mingled with horror 
and disgrace. 

No one must hold us account- 
able for his own disagree and 
shameful act, as we never blame 
others for our glory. 

We resent what they consider 
satisfactory for them and we do 
not want to em harass them by 
inviting them to have what they 
do not wish to have. We have 
tried for a thousand times in the 
past to lure them to shoulder 
their national duty, but they 
failed us each time. 

Something that characterises 
them — something which we can 
not afford to deny — is that every 
time they took a decision they 
had studied the matter carefully. 
Therefore, we believe that they 
turned their backs to the Arab 
Nation intentionally, hurrying to 


the side of the enemy. 

Indeed, they never failed in 
taking quick but accurate calcula- 
tions. From the very instant of 
their political birth they have 
known where they belonged and 
wbo their swords should be 
drawn against and why they 
should always stick to this policy. 

Our book is open before them 
and before os and theirs is also 
open; so we can read and they 
can read, and we know and they 
know that we rejoice while they 
sadden, we come out triumphant 
while they faro defeat. 

The enemies of the Arab Na- 
tion fail to blackmail ns through 
pressure. These people face dis- 
grace and humiliation at the 
hands of the Arab Nation’s ene- 
mies even at toe peak of an" 
alliance and at the height of what 
could be a victory for them and 
for their allies. 

The beautiful homeland, the 


land that extends from the Gulf 
to the Atlantic Ocean, should 
bear witness that some Arabs 
have imagined that this land has 
ceased to belong to the Arab 
Nation. This is the land of the 
Arabs — all of the Arabs — 
including toe poor Arabs wbo 
possess everything and toe rich 
who have nothing. 

The Arab Nation can have no 
alliance except with itself and can 
not triumph except over some- 
thing genuinely belonging to it. 
Any other alliance can only face 
defeat and disgrace and can only 
be condemned. 

This beautiful desert land has 
belonged to toe poets and toe 


cavaliers, and the prophets who 
came before them, before it was 
turned over to the “petrol sta- 
tions” through the conspiracy of 
the enemies who reshaped the 
Arab region’s map. and those 
who orchestrated an alliance 
against Mohammad of Mecca. 

At present, as since the times 
of Sharif Hussein of Mecca, and 
tomorrow, only the honest Arabs 
can see that the Arab World is 
one nation, without these petrol 
stations, and free of the black 

flags. 

77jc above article appeared in 
Arabic in Al Ra'i newspaper last 
week. 


Egyptian crime tabloid 
rocks stodgy Arab press 


By John- West 
Reuter 

CAIRO — Egypt's frrst tabloid 
newspaper is selling like hot 
cakes, challenging stodgy 
rivals with lurid headlines, gossip 
and spicy tales of crime and love. 

Two months after starting pro- 
duction, the weekly Akhbar AI 
Hawadeth — action news — is 
selling 800,000 copies and closing 
on Al Ahram, established pillar 
of Egyptian journalism with a 
daily drculatiton of about one 
million. 

Intellectuals sniff at the weekly 
tabloid, dismissing its almost ex- 
clusive diet of crime stories from 
Egypt and around toe world as 
sensational, trivia] and inaccu- 
rate. 

A recent edition told of a 
beautiful young woman who 
spent two years scouring the 
country for her fiance, who dis- 
appeared just days before their 
wedding. There was also toe tale 
about a lorry driver from Upper 
Egypt stricken with remorse be- 
cause he ran over his best friend 
by mistake. 

One of its stories prompted a 
man to ring in and confess to 
murdering his sister. 

Deputy Editor Mabmoud 
Salah says the action news formu- 
la is a winner. Editions are often 
sold out within hours of reaching 
the newsstands. 

Big colour photographs backed 
up by punchy stories have fired 
the imagination of Cairo’s resi- 
dents, in sharp contrast to the 


dull, official tone that dominates 
most of the Egyptian and Arab 
World’s press. 

"Do they think everyone who 
reads our 800,000 copies is stupid 
or superficial?” Mr. Salah asked. 
“This paper... will affect toe 
whole Arab World.” 

Although brash by Egyptian 
standards, action news is almost 
prudish compared to its western 
counterparts. It is careful not to 
offend Muslim sentiment in a 
socially-conservative country. 

A photograph accompanying a 
gossip story about the state of toe 
Princess of Wales' marriage con- 
formed to the dictates of Islam — 


she was shown in a long-sleeved 
pullover and jeans. 

There are no pin-ups. Any 
stories hinting at sex written in 
flowery, poetic language. 

“We do cover sex but we don't 
have to go into details like your 
tabloids,” said Mr. Salah. 

He says the newspaper is aimed 
mainly at women and young 
people. 

“Readers want crimes and acci- 
dents, the human touch, not 
these articles that go on,” said 
Adel Al Antabli, a newspaper 
vendor in downtown Cairo. “The 
first thing people do when they 
get a newspaper is turn to toe 


crime pages anyway.” 

The stream of crime stories 
paint a dark picture of a world in 
which ordinary folk straggle 
against forces beyond their con- 
trol — poverty, deception and 
random violence. 

The progress of the newspaper 
comes as the government is 
mounting a drive against rising 
crime. It plans regular armed 
patrols involving 800 police offic- 
ers in Cairo and the port of 
Alexandria. It has also ordered 
the introduction of women-only, 
buses, following a tradition of’ 
women -only coaches on the Cairo 
metru. 


‘T'OCvtC d? 

Each Thursday you have a date 
with our cellar selection of wines 
with a wide variety of cheeses 
and condiments in a cozy 
atmosphere at Al - Rudha Pub. 
Cheese Platter with a glass of 
wine for only JD 2.5 
(taxes included). 


| WE CAN OFFER YOU | 

§ £ 
% * A variety of Authentic Chinese Dishes prepared by our expert £ 

| Chinese Chefs ’ 

5: *-Alt great regional, cutsine styles of China : | 

k Beijing - Shanghai - Canton & Sichuan § 

*; Service Hours: Lunch 12:30-4:30 Dinner 7:00 - 11:30 ■* 

& MottytfTaa. ■£ 


% china 

? Hhm 


§7 

£ / / 




For Reservations & Information 
Phone 667755 Jaba! Al-Hussein 

CHINA 

House Restaurant 





JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

S INT’L EST. m 
s Packing, shipping, s 
a forwarding, storage, ■ 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 




IN JORDAN^ 

* Kals Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
6- Keys Service 

frUphoistry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pfza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
826163 


mWmi 


, Professional Quality in 
1 -Hour Service 
Develop your odour film at 
0 «r shop and geu- 

♦ JUMBO photo 
Six* 30% htrgmr 

• From malargo- 

mmot 20 x 30 cn 


r 4 Rents- Sale ] 

* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

" Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

bdoun Real 


Shroeaam - Opp. < 
Bank. Phone: 6040 
Swefiob td: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 





Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 


Open 1L30-3-.X Jt IcOO-ll^V daily 


J I I | 


Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
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AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

1&30-2339 

. Tel: 03-314415 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

TtiuhawqrWrvka 

Open daily J 2:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnigfu 

Tel. 63096$ 



elegant 
colorful atmosphere 

moderate prices 


Hotel Suites 

WE PROMISE YOU 
A PERSONAL SBRVCB 
PLUS REASONABLE 
RATES 


TEL: 698222 FAX 690671 
TLX 24054 MAOSURA JO 
C OPPOSITE SAFEWAY 
SHMB1SANI - AMMAN ) 
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International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

Far Reservation: Jebel Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 6IS060 - OUOol 



OPEN DAILY TOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 

Serves A Varieiy American Food 

Enjoy our Fresh Ddidous 
Take Away is Available I A 

For Rcserva&ttuPleaM Jr#? 
■ Call 678600 * 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasle our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight . 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IhUtOTEL 

|U2<J|)IS 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P0 Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Tele.* 23888 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates ind 
Businessmen 


TAIWAN T0UBISM0 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service • 
& home delivery 

Open daily * 

12:00 - 15:30 • 

18:30 - Midnight j 

aba! Amman-3rd Circle 
Tel.: 641093 



r Q?U2CJ.C7r. 

INTESNATK)N*U 


Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


BELLY DANCING 


Res:6B5191 


Ul 
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Russia beats Netherlands 


in chess olympiad 


MANILA (R) — Front-running 
Russia beat the Netherlands 2.5- 
1.5 Wednesday in a hard-fought 
third round match in the 30tb 
Work! Chess Olympiad m Man- 
ila. 

' Viktor Kramnik scored the de- 
cisive point for the Russians by 
defeating Lock Van Wely in 40 
moves of a Sicilian defence after 
world champion Garry Kasparov, 
playing in the tournament for the 
first time, and two other Russians 
drew their matches. 

The Netherlands' first board 
player Jan Timman held Kaspar- 
ov, playing white, to a draw in 29 
moves of a Sicilian defence. 

“It was a fighting game. I had 
some advantage but it was diffi- 
cult to realise and I offered a 
draw. It is important that we won 
the match,” Kasparov told repor- 
ters. 

In other games, Aleksander 


KhaUfinan drew with Dutchman 
Jeroen Piket while Russian-. 
Sergei Dolmatov drew with Jan 
Van Der Wiel. 

Wednesday’s result gave the 
Russians a total of 10 points after 
force rounds. 

Estonia led England 2-1 in 
their third round match with 
force of four games completed. 

Third board player Aleksander 
Veingpld gave Estonia foe lead 
by beating Michael Adams. 

English grandmaster Nigel 
Short drew his match with Jaan 
Ehlvest while Jonathan Speelman 
drew with Lembit Oil. 

“I am not satisfied. It was not a 
good day for ns," said England 
captain Michael Stean. 

The Netherlands and England, 
along with four other countries, 
shared second place with seven 
points going into the third round. 
Estonia was in third with 6.5. 


Fredericks pips Johnson 
in photo-finish 200 metres 


ROME (R) — World champion 
Michael Johnson of the United 
States suffered a shock defeat in 
the 200 metres Tuesday. 

Johnson lost a photo-finish to 
his great rival Frankie Fredericks 
of Namibia in the Rome grand 
prix athletics meeting. 

In a reversal of the first two 
; positions at the Tokyo world 

■ championships last year, 
Fredericks was declared the win- 

‘ ner in 20.23 seconds. 

Johnson was second m 20.25 
and Briton Linford Christie third 
in the same time. 

Christie had earlier been a con- 
vincing winner of the 100 metres. 
- defeating Jamaica’s Ray Stewart 
in 10.11 seconds with Fredericks 
third. 

In a good night for British 
athletes, Welshman Ian Hamer 
beat his own personal best by 
almost 16 seconds to win the 
' 5,000 metres in 13 minutes 09.80 
'seconds. 

■ Hamer took the lead on foe 
final bend and stormed home to 
beat Italy’s Salvatore Antibo into 
second place with Robert De- 


nmark of Britain third. 
p World 10,000 metres champion 
Arturo Barrios of Mexico was 
fourth. 

There was a major surprise in 
the men’s 1,500 metres when 
world champion Noureddine 
Morceli of Algeria was beaten 
into second place by local hero 
Gennaro Di Napoli. 

The race had already become a 
two-man contest when Di Napoli 
brought Rome's Olympic stadium 
to its feet by taking foe lead 50 
metres from the tape. 

To ecstatic cheers, Di Napoli 
stormed home while Morceli 
faded badly in the final few 
metres was nearly caught by Ger- 
many’s Dieter Baumann, who 
fame third. 

Sergei Bubka of the CIS failed 
in his bid to beat his own pole 
vault world record of 6.10 metres, 
bringing the bar down three times 
at 6.11. 

In the men's 400 metres hur- 
dles Samuel Matete of Zambia 
hardly broke sweat to win in 
48.67 seconds, well below his 
personal best of 47.10. 



PLAZA VS. MARRIOTT: On the o cc a sio n of Army Day and 
foe anniversary of foe Great Arab Revolt, and under the patronage 
of Charles Barker, foe general mana ge r of Plaza Hotel, a football 
wMtdi was held at the AJ Hussein Youth City, Petra Stathma. The 
Plaza Hotels team and the Marriott Hotel team scored a 2-2 draw 
at the friendly soccer match. Attending the game were both hotels* 
management and staff and football fens from Jordan. 


Peanuts 
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2 years after mediocre World 
Cup, soccer can make amends 

n A. . n . 


By Raf Casert 

The Associated Press 


■STOCKHOLM. Sweden (AP) — 
In the biggest championship since 
foe disappointing World Cup in 
Italy two years ago, soccer can 

make amenH<. 

“I can only hope so," said 
French coach Michel Platini be- 
fore the Sweden-France opening 
game of the European cham- 
pionships Wednesday. 

Hope spings eternal, bnt even 
Platini, one of the supreme tech- 
nicians of the 1980s, has little 
faith the sweet skills he comman- 
ded will be omnipresent in foe 
eight-team field over the next two 
weeks. 

“You are not asked to play 
well. This is not figure skating 
where they hand out points on 
style. You have to win,” Platini 
said. 

Individual stars are likely to be 
outshone by collective efforts 
here. 

England, Scotland, Denmark, 
Sweden and World Cup holder 
Germany all are missing sup- 
- remely gifted players because of 
injury or personality clashes. Hie' 
stars from the former Yugoslavia 
are out because of politics. 

That leaves only a handful of 
players with the capability of 
turning around the European 
championship single-handedly, 
giving an edge to defending 
champion Netherlands. 

Dutch striker Marco Van Bas- 
ten did so in Germany, and the 
road he travelled since has been 
paved with gold. The same goes 
for his AC Milan teammates. Rudd 
Gullit and Frank Rijkaard. 


“I’ve had a good season, I'm 
scoring goals, rm fit and I'm 
looking forward to it,” said Van 
Boston, one of the biggest dis- 
appointments in foe World Cdp* 
two years ago. 

Four years after his finest hour' 
and six goals, Van Basten is still 
foe biggest star, with French, 
striker Jean-Rerre Papin his lop 
challenger. 

During the 1990 World Cup in 
Italy, such individuals were often 
stifled by choking defenses, turn- 
ing the Italian edition into foe 
lowest-scoring ever. 

Reminiscing. UEFA President 
Lennart Johansson said ‘T want 
to see great, offensive soccer ” in 
•Sweden. 

But that will have to happen 
without two players who pro- 
vided spark in Italy. 

German all-rounder Lothar . 
Matthaeus and British standout 
Paul Gascoigne are out injured. 
Swedish striker Stefan Petterson 
was hurt in the UEFA Cup final 
his dub Ajax won. 

Cashes between coach and 
player have sidelined Scotland's 
ace Mo Johnstone and De- 
nmark's Michael Laudrup. 

Organisers here preferred to 
look bade to the 1988 European 
championships, when almost all 
matches were hi gh on skill, dra- 
ma and great goals, producing 
one of the best tournaments ever. 

The event had a great mix of 
artistic Latin soccer and foe 
down-to-earth British style of 
play. This year foe latter appears 
to have foe upper hand. Even 
France is counting on its team 
outrunning the^ opposition, not 
necessarily outplaying it. 





Lothar Matthaeus 
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SURE? 
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A5 A UJORiP FM0U5 ATTORNEY', j 
YOU MUST HAVE A LOT OF 
DIFFICULT DECISIONS TO MAKE.. 


ABSOLUTELY.. 
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> I can't DECIDE IF I 
^ SHOULD SUE SOMEBODY' TODAY 
___ OK HAVE ANOTHER DOUGHNUT.. 










THAT OLD UNCUS 
CHARUE OF MINE 
IS A NO GOOD 
CHEAP SKATE.iP 
THERE EVER WAS 
ONE.' 


D»D HE SAY V. 0 
ANYTHING ABOUT A] f 

POT OF GREEN 

HE BORROWED (T *■- 
BEFORE HE J J 
WENT?/ 








Marco Va 


This year, the groups appear to 
'be uneven, with France and Eng- 
land highly favoured over 
Sweden and Denmark to reach 
jfoe semifinal* from gnmp one. 
j The Netherlands ami Germany 
rare touted to beat Scotland and 
the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States in Group Two. 

Not that foe underdogs will go 
all out on attack to create an 
upset 


Scotland, which had a series of 
something wildly spectacular — if 
unsuccessful — runs in the World 
Cup, is changing tack now. 

“We can make sure we don’t 
give much, if anything, away,” 
captain Richard Gouch said. 

4 T11 say to foe (teammates): 
What the bell, lef s go for three 
draws and see what happens,” he 
said. “History shows that our old 
madness does not work.” 


EURO ’92 programme 


Thursday, Jane 11: 
Denmark VS. England 
(18:15 GMT) 

Friday, Jane 12: 
Netherlands VS. Scotland 
05.15 GMT) 

CIS VS. Germany (18:15) 


Scotland VS. 
(15:15) 

Netherlands 

(18:15) 


Germany 


Sunday,- Jane 14 
France VS. England 
(15.15) 

Sweden VS. Denmark 
(18:15) 


Wednesday, June 17: 
Sweden VS. England 
(18:15) 

France VS. Denmark 
(18:15) 


Monday, Jane 15: 


Thursday, June 18: 
Netherlands VS. Germany 
(18:15) 

Scotland VS. CIS (18:15) 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JUNE 12, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Organise your most interesting 
activities and enjoy more success m 
days ahead. -You benefit from the 
suggestion of a brilliant person 
which results in your i n cr ease d 
production. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have all kinds of situations 
arising at home that you impulsive- 
ly brush aside or treat in a cavalier 
fashion bnt keep calm and poised 
instead 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Much dashing around at whatever 
your activities requires you save 
time, energy and expense by first 
organising your course of action 
sensibly. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
are tempted now to spend far more 
than is wise and it is advisable that 
you keep your purse zipped until' 
sure of exact amounts necessary. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22. to 
July 21) You arc too apt to be 
looking for something to which you 
can pe r sonally take exception and 
would be wise to be very imperson- 
al. 


having a difficult problem to solve 
and who looks to you for senile 
answers to issue. 

IJHBA: (September 23 to October 
22) You are very much annoyed 
about an outride or worldly copdi- 
tioo or regulations but complaining 
about it does little good so tactfully 
let an official know your views. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You want the worst way to 
get into some new situations which 
attracts and appeals to you, and its 
all right to start action in some 
direction. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You are ready to go 
to co ur t figuratively s peak in g with 
a business person over some dis- 
pute concerning an obligation but 
be tranquil instead. 


CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
You like to be direct in practical 
matters and outspoken but you will 
alienate a sensitive associate unless 
you have more consideration for 
that persons feelings. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 


LEO-. (July 22 to August 21) You 
fed you have to get om from under 
some annoyance that you are fret- 
ting and stewing about and can do 
so by a calm and unperturbed 
approach «t it. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think about what you can do 
to please a_ good friend who b 


ary 19) A more rounded awareness 
of your various activities b advis- 


of your various activities b advis- 
able or you are now apt to place: 
too much emphasise on and not on 
the others. 


PISCES: (Febniaiy 20 to March 
20) You want to have a good time 
at all costs and if vou force some 
rec r eati o n it could cost consider- 
able more than would be advisable 
so carefully consider. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAIKMAH HRSCH 
eiflST Triton Mato. Santco. too. 


‘EVEN MONEY BET IS NO SURE THING 


East-West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
#63 
VK9 4 
0 J 10 7 2 
*Q§B 2 

WEST BAST 

4 J 9 5 4 2 ' 4AQ7 
9 10 73 9 J 8 6 2 

O A 8 3 O Q 6 4 

* A 8 . *J76 


made the expert play of inserting ' 
the queen. Declarer won the king, 
led a dub to foe queen and eootin- 1 
ued with a low dub. When East 1 


produced the seven, declarer fi- 
nessed the ten, fetching the ace. 
West continued with foe two of 


9 10 73 9 J 8 6 2 

0A83 O Q6 4 

* A 8 . *J76 

SOUTH 
*K108 
9 A Q 6 
0K96 

♦ K10 4 3 

The bidding: • • 

South West North East 
1 * Pam 1 0 Paso 
1 NT Pass Pass Page 

Opening lead: Four of 4 
• t Few players think there b much 
interest in playing partacore con- 
tracts. Quite the opposite » true— 
they can produce as modi or zoore 
fascination than a grand slam. Note 
East’s daver defense an fob lowly 
one- no- trump 

With the o pp o siti on strength di- 
vided almost evenly. South got to 
play foe hand at one no tramp. Itfa a 
apod thing that East decided not to 
Defence, because any contract East- 
West essayed could be defected at* 
feast two tricks with routine 
defense. •?' 

West led a low spade, and East 


. East rose with foe ace and we 
would venture that most of the de- 
fender* we know would have contin- 
ued with a spade. That would have 
left declarer with an easy seven 
tricks — three in hearts and dubs 
'and the spade trick already in the 
bank. 


A quick count convinced East 
that, left afetne, decfeite would sore- 
ly folfin foe contract, ifo East derid- 
ed to base foe defense on the 
poesQnfity that West held foe ace of 
diamonds. Therefore, East afcifled 
to a low diamond, putting declarer 
to sir immediate guess. 

The contract was on foe fine, and 

declarer had nothing to go by. After 
much thought, declarer concluded it 
was more tikaly East would lead 
away from the ace than the quean 
with foe jack-ten viable in dummy 
(both d efender s Tad already shown 
up with an ace) and roee with the 
king- West decapitated the mon- 
arch, • cashed out the fipades and 
then switched back to a 
East's quean netted foe defenders 
seven tricks in all for a one-sick set. i 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JUNE lb 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarmB Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
is an excefcstt day for shopping. 
frff p m g appointments and dang 
necessary errands. Spend some 
tinw on everyday problems that 
require (bought before you act on 
them. 


today but get out in the world of 
activity arid produce results there , 
t hat can mid to your present good 


AMfffe (March 21 to April 19) 
Now yon see all kinds of ways to 
get out from under some condition 
not to your liking and to use an 
opportunity now present to get 
con di tions as you most desire 
them. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

One wbo b experienced in. the 
various fi nanc'd arrangements that 
appeal to you b available now for 
you to nwm fab expertise to your 
advantage. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Steer dear early of depresing 
associate and go after who you 
want with courage and confidence 
and you soon bring it right ( into 
your orbit. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June . 22 to 
July 21) You can be in touch with 
those persons who have the data 
you have been looking for and get 
it from them easily to round out 
your knowledge. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be as 
gregarius as possible and see those 
friends who are overflowing with 
• ideas and from whom you become 
inspired in ways to advance your ■ 
interests. 


UBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You don't have to stick to, 
those dreary usual routines today , 
but you are able to become aware 
of afi sorts of better ways to handle 
all ponding matters. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novcm. 
her 21) Concentrate today more 
upon doing something for your 
a ttachm ent or other dose compan- 
ions of whom you are fond that are 
purely material interests. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Don’t stick to the residence 


-SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You need to get 
away from yourself and your own 
thoughts for awhile by being with a 
bright and vivacious person who 
lifts your spirits. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
An old task can be quickly re- 
r moved and then you can see all the 
various ways and means by which 
to make your activities much more 
productive. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- . 
aiy 19) Do what a friend expects of 
you early then you will be able to 
pbn some interesting recreations . 
and a mu s eme nts with dose com- 
panions. 

PISCES: (February 2Q to March 
20) Consider what your own family 
needs the most and start the action 1 
towards malting their wishes a part 
of your daily routines and- make 
them happy. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harri* 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Hand Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to tam 
four onSnary words. 


RUJOR 




ZUFYZ 




NUTBOT 


TICEOP 


HE KNOWS THAT MAN 
POES NOT LIVE BY 
BKEAP ALONE, SO HE'S 
L EARSIBJP HOWTO OO 
THIS TO OTHERS. 


Now arrange the circled lettare to 
form the surprise answer, as sug> 
geated by the above cartoon. 


Answer Aero; 




(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumbtes: ADMIT OZONE BLUISH INFLUX 

| Answer. What you'd have to be In order to fed for the 
sttofl game — “NUTS" 


THE Daily Crossword ** 


ACROSS 
1 Nan 
5 Loot 
gfmpteh . 

14 Dam 

15 Del order worts 

16 ''Remember 
the—". 

17 Ratoon <r— 

18 Den cfln 

19 Speak foolsHy 

20 StatgM-of-hand 
man 

23 "Chafe and — 
the spray" 
(Arnold) 

24 Pianist Peter 

26 Safe man 

27 Making boots 
32 Site oftfete 
36 No ton and 

Peggy 

38 Customer 

39 Stew pots 

41 Sun. 

42 — eftheboS 

43 Highlander 

44 Bluano6e 

46 Tarzan actor 
Ron 

47 Kind of play 
SO Baltic capita) 

52 “Bonanza” 

character 
55 Tty to eel! 

59 AithanrSwortca 

64 Lovett Flea 

65 Caught a cab 
SftMaTeasdato 
67 Snouted 


■it mama aaaaai 

■■■ aun ujud 
:«£■■■ aun 
pnaiiiMl 

laiuin aun 


auan au aund 
aui auan and 
annnaa anna 1 


nun annn am! 


•Witt" Malta SmtGM. bn. 


88 Stouohtor 

89 At anythin 

70 Hastla power 

71 Apodal 

creatim 

72 Cleans 


DOWN 

1 Cleaned 

2 Rode prat. 

3 Buenos — 
4Segant 

5 Sinewy 

6 Pina or maple 

7 Second time 

8 Deep pass 


9 Caveat — 

10 Zhivago's 
beloved 

11 Decree 

12 Toward the 
center 

13— dowel 
23 Rows 
22 Anger 

28 Suddan breath 

28 Bfttarherb 

29 Man, e* 

30 Actress Carter 

31 Zanear Jane 

32 Trademark 

33 Verte 

34 Happiness 

36 Neither 1 * 
relative 

37 I nn uendo 

40 in the style of 
42 Sired 
45 Lack of Ight 

48 fa good spirts 

49 Crag 
51 Up 
53 Toot 


Rnrir.T nnnn nnnnn 
rorinra nn^n nnni.m 
nnrnn nnnn nnniin 
ft nnnn nnjnnnuft 
nnnn nnn 
nnnnnsi mnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnriFinnnmriri 
ngnn nnnn n~nnn 
nrcrj nnnn nnnnun 
nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 

nnrinn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 


54 Fr. river 
SSSCton 
57 Snowy bird 
, 58 Rulers 
69 Destiny 


80 “—old 


81 Stone 

82 Form 

83 Haro 
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Economy 


Russia studies implementation 
of Western accounting methods 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
accountants are lifting the veil 
they have kept over the country’s 
economic performance, adopting 
Western methods and abandon- 
ing the secrecy of the past. 

A 76-page document, under 
discussion by the Russian Parlia- 
ment, sets out a detailed timet- 
able on bow to change the way 
Russia's 30,000 statisticians work. 

“In the past there were a lot of 
secrets," Anton Inoyatov, head 
of the Department of Methodolo- 
gy at Russia’s State Statistics 
Office told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

“The whole way we used to 
count the national economy was a 
child of the Soviet system," he 
pointed out. 

The old Soviet system, geared ' 
to plans and central control 
rather than to supply and de- 
mand, frequently massaged eco- 
nomic figures. Company mana- 
gers regularly inflated production 
data to show that they had met or 
exceeded state targets. 

Inflation and unemployment 
did not officially exist. Price rises 
were disguised. Rather than ack 2 

Sales of 

U.S.-made 

snacks 

booming 

overseas 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Amer- 
ica’s between-meal eating habits 
are catching on abroad as the 
U.S. snack food industry pursues 
a booming overseas business in 
ca nd y, salted peanuts and corn 
chips. 

Sweets seem to be the world’s 
favourite snack. Since 1986, U.S. 
exports of candy, cakes and 
cookies grew nearly fourfold, 
from S116 million ro $454 million 
in 1991, according to the Jane 
issue eftbe Agriculture Depart- 
ment's Agexporter magazine. 

International tastes for potato 
chips, pretzels, peanuts and pop- ' i 
corn also apre growing .rapidly. 
The $20.4 million spent-on such 
treats in the last quarter of 1991 is 
a 23 per cent increase over the 
same months a year earlier, said# 
the magazine. 

Foreign agricultural service 
analysts predict that snack food is 
catching on so fast worldwide that 
it could be a billion-doll ar export 
industry for the United States by 
mid-decade. 

Canada is the best customer, 
followed by Mexico, Japan and 
South Korea. 


nowledge that the price of an 
item had risen, the authorities 
would reclassify it as a new and 
different product. 

Cheaper, old goods dis- 
appeared from the shops, but 
inflation was theoretically zero. 

Officials say several different 
figures were often available on a * 
single topic. 

“There used to be three levels 
of statistics," a central bank offi- 
cial said earlier this year. "One 
level was for public consumption, 
a second level for officials like me 
and a third level was so secret 
that even I did not know what it 
said." 

Mr. Inoyatov agreed that sta- 
tistics released in the past had 
ignored huge topics like the per- 
formance of the Soviet Union's 
'vast military complex. Figures on 
subjects such as infant mortality 
were closely guarded secrets. 

He said the new plan, which 
parliament is likely to approve 
this month, aimed to bring all 
Russian statistics up to Western 
standards by 1997. But the way 
Russia calculates some data will 
change well before the final dead- 


line. 

Mr. Inoyatov said a basket of 
consumer goods was already 
being created to form a meaning- 
ful basis for price comparisons. 

Gross national product figures, 
which measure the size of the 
country's economy, already met 
the requirements of international 
financial organisations. 

“Before, we could only answer 
about 30 or 40 per cent of the 
questions put to us by interna- 
tional organisations," he said. 
“Now the figure is 50 or 60 per 
cent and on some questionnaires 
we can give full answers on every 
topic.” 

He said problems facing the 
country were exacerbated by its 
vast size — at 17 million square 
kilometres Russia is by far the 
biggest country in the world — 
and by the need to reeducate 
accountants and statisticians. 

“We have three million 
accountants in Russia and all of 
them have to be retrained," he 
said. 

The plan, the state programme 
for Russian Federation's transi- 
tion to international practices in 


the system of accounting and 
statistics, has two stages. 

In the first stage, which has 
already started, Russia win create 
a new system of indices to mea- 
sure economic performance. 

In the second stage, due be- 
tween this year and 1997. the 
country will put these new indices 
into practice, allowing its figures 
to meet international statistical 
norms. 

Russia is receiving practical 
advice from Germany’s Federal 
Statistics Office, taking advan- 
tage of Germany’s experience in 
revising data from the eastern 
half of the recently reunited 
country to meet Western stan- 
dards. 

But Mr. Inoyatov said it would 
take time before Russia's new 
statistics system was fully oper- 
ational. 

“Even in Germany they have 
been trying to produce the new 
data for two years and they have 
not succeeded yet," he said. "I do 
not believe we can set complete 
targets for everything we have to 
do here." 


Mexican economy soars 


MEXICO CITY (R) — As the 
United States and other indus- 
trialised nations search their crys- 
tal balls and economic indicators 
for signs they are emerging from 
recession, Mexico is roaring ex- 
uberantly ahead. 

Mexico's gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) grew by 4.2 per cent 
in the first quarter of 1992 in the 
strongest start of any year in a 
decade, the finance ministry has 
said. 

Growth was fuelled at least in 
part by a 4.7 per cent increase in 
the services sector and a 9.5 per 
cent surge in transportation and 
communications. 

Die growth not only flew in the 
face of continued sluggishness in 
the economy of the United 
States, Mexico’s biggest trading 
partoer, but also appeared to 
contradict the views of President 
Carlos Salinas de Gortari. 

Mr. Salinas said last month that 
the economy was expected to 
grow by. tinee. per_cent ini 1992 


instead of the four per cent 
targetted in the budget presented 
to congress in November. 

He cited the bleak economic 
situation abroad and spillover 
effects of the U.S. recession as 
the leading reason the growth 
target had been revised down- 
wards. 

But in a recent speech, he 
struck a more upbeat tone. 

“The stagnation of the U.S. 
economy has meant, with a cer- 
tain time delay, an effect on the 
Mexican economy,” he said. 

'“Nevertheless, our growth con- 
tinues solidly and at the foreseen 
rhythm.” 

Die surge in growth surprised 
some analysts. 

“I must say I am a little sur- 
prised, I would have been expect- 
ing something more like three per 
cent." said one Western di- 
plomat. 

He added that rapid growth, 
taken with i - soaring trade deficit 


of S3.99 billion -in the first three 
months of 1992 compared to 
SI. 76 billion in the first quarter of 
1991, might fan fears that the 
economy was in danger of over- 
heating. 

“Perhaps if you take the two 
figures together (trade deficit and 
GDP) some would say there 
might be a little overheating, but 
it’s really too early to tell.” he 
said. 

The finance ministry said in- 
dustry expanded by 3.5 per cent 
while construction grew by 4.9 
per cent and mining by 4.2 per 
cent. Industries that registered 
the strongest growth iodnded 
cars, appliances and clothing.' 

The finance ministry figures 
gave year-on-year data* stating 
bow much higher GDP was in the 
first quarter of 1992 than in the first 
quarter of 1991 after adjustment 
.for inflation. In 1991 GDP was 
$284 billion, according to the 
Bank of Mexico. 


Coca-Cola to invest nearly 
$lb in eastern, central Europe 


ATLANTA (R) — The Coca- 
Cola Co. said plans to invest 
nearly SI billion to expand busi- 
ness in eastern and central 
Europe through the end of 1995 
with more than $200 million 
targeted for Poland. 

The announcement by the 


world's largest soft drink com- 
pany came as it opened a $30 
million plant employing 200 


Coke’s archrival, Pepsi-Cola, 
bad a bead start in offering soft 
drinks in several of eastern Euro- 


'orkers in Gdynia, Poland. It ’pean' countries, but the ^ market* 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on tbe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.8290/300 

1.1932/37 

1.5955/65 

1.7995/8005 

1.4570/80 

32.84/88 

5.3775/425 

1208/1209 

127.52/62 

5.7600/50 

6.2370/420 

6.1520/70 

$337.85/338.35 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Futures-linked programme selling led the Nikkei 
Index 102.17 points lower to 17,742.87. 

SYDNEY — Falls in overseas markets and weakness in the 
banking sector sent the All Ordinaries Index 8.7 points lower to 
1,665.8. 

HONG KONG — Share prices ended lower after profit-taking 
emerged to erase earlier gains. The Hang Seng Index finished 
22.69 down at 5,917.50. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices finished higher across the board led 
by strong Blue Chip gams. The STI rose 19-30 points to dose at 
1,51M1. 

BOMBAY Share prices retreated to end mixed after an early 
rally on the last day of die current two-week account. The 
Bombay Stock -Exchange Index fell to 3440.80, down 13.43 
points. 

FRANKFURT — Rebounding from early weakness after bitting a 
key resistance level, German shares shook off declining price in 
Wall Street and Tokyo. The Dax dosed at 1,789.76, up 3.50. 
ZURICH — Shares ended a quiet day lower as the market lacked 
crimuli and some investors took pr o fits. The SPI Index eased 6.2 
points to 1,199.0. 

PARIS — French share prices slipped back in tandem with Wall 
Street to dose lower but the CAC-40 Index of leading shares held 
above the key 1,950 level. The index dosed 8 JO points lower at 
1,953.73. 

LONDON — Shares dosed barely changed, shedding eariy g ains 
in fine with futures and weakness on Wall Street. The FTSE 100 
Index recovered from an early mark-down and reached a peak of 
2,647.0 before ending 0.7 points up at 2,636.1. 

NEW YORK — Investors remained unenthnaastic ahead of May 
indicators due Thursday. The Dow was down 9.08 at 3360.84 at 
1633 GMT. 


plans to open another Polish 
plant this month. 

“From 1992 through the end of 
1995, the Coca-Cola Co. and its 
bottling partners plan to invest 
dose to $1 billion in capital in 
central and eastern Europe. Well 
over $200 million will be dedi- 
cated to Poland,” the Atlanta- 
based firm said in a statement. 

* Coca-Cola, which already 
makes nearly 80 per cent of its 
profits outside the United States, 
previously said it would increase 
worldwide capital spending for 
expansion to $13 billion in 1992 
from $791 million last year. 

Coke's biggest investment is 
targeted for eastern Germany, 
where tbe company previously 
detailed multi-year plans to spend 
*$450 million. 

Other countries covered. by the 
announcement indude Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Romania, Rus- 
sia, the Ukraine, Bulgaria, 
Yugoslavia, Albania and the Bal- 
tic republics, of Estonia, 
Lithuania and Latvia. 

The announcement signalled a 
stepped-up battle for dominance 
in the fledging market for soft 
drinks. 


under communist rule was minus- 
cule. 

Pepsi, whose sales outside die 
United States lag behind Coke’s by 
four to one, aim announced plans 
to expand business in selected 
eastern European countries. 
Both firms hope to profit from 
economic liberalisation in the for- 
mer communist nations. 

“This new plant is a symbol of 
die long term commitment we 
have made to our customers and 
consumers in Poland,” Coca- 
Cola President Donald Keongh 
said at ceremonies opening the 
Gdynia plant. 

The plant wfll be wholly owned 
by Coca-Cola and wfll meet soft 
drink demand from Poland’s 
northern coast with an annual 
capacity of 10 milion cases when 
it is fully operational. 

This month Coke will open a 
new plant in Bydgoszcz, Poland, 
which will be a joint venture 
involving Norwegian bottler Ring- 
nes and the Polish Pubrex group. 

Coke estimates $93 million will 
be invested in Poland during 
1992. Other projects include a 
bottling and distribution centre in 
Warsaw. 
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Negotiators near accord on Earth Summit funding 

OPEC pledges to resist 
carbon tax at all costs 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Oil 
producers delivered a counterb- 
last to tbe West at the Earth 
Summit Tuesday, attacking Euro- 
pean Community (EC) proposals 
for a carbon tax to cut fossil fuel 
consumption and threatening 
OPEC retaliation if it went 
ahead. 

OPEC Secretary-General Sub- 
rota urged delegates in a speech 
to wait for proper scientific evi- 
dence before taking derisions 
that could hurt crude exporters 
and said all environmental mea- 
sures should be compatible with 
continued economic growth. 

Third World oil producers have 
been alarmed by some of tbe 
United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development's 
proposals on cutting air pollution. 
Saudi Arabia has been pressing 
for summit documents to tone 
down references to the environ- 
mental consequences of burning 
fossil fuels. 

“The clearly perceptible focus- 
ing of international attention — 
and suspicion — on fossil feels in 
general, and C02 emissions in 
particular, naturally has us wor- 
ried,” Mr. Subroto said. 

A carbon tax, such as the one 
proposed by the EC’s executive 
commission, would hurt oil ex- 
porters and fail to achieve its 
objectives because companies 
would transfer energy-intensive 
activities to tbe Third World, he 
added. 

“It is frankly difficult to avoid 
tbe conclusion that the true aim 
of the proposed measures is not, 
as claimed by their authors, to 
meaningfully reduce C02 emis- 
sion in a rational manner, but ... 
to provide a smokescreen to cov- 
er an attack on oil, especially 
OPEC oil,” Mr.Subroto said. 

Were Western nations to press 
ahead with the tax, he added. 



Subroto 

OPEC would not stand idly by. 

*’OPEC would seriously have 
to reconsider committing scarce 
financial resources to increasing 
and maintaining oil production 
capacity in order to meet the 
future increases projected in 
world oil demand,” Mr. Subroto 
said. 

“In this instance we would 
have no option but to defend 
ourselves, our industry and our 
nations’ livelihood with all the 
resources at our command,” he 
pointe out. 

Mr. Subroto did not elaborate, 
adding only that consumer coun- 
tries should think twice about the 
possible consequences before 
“exploiting environmental fears 
to add to the already punitively 
high tax on oil.” 

OPEC, he said, was entitled to 
expect a fair and balanced 
approach from other states in 
talks about how burning fossil 
fuels might change the world's 


efunate. 

Mr. Subroto called on the oil 
industiy to make a greater effort 
to inform the public about what 
be called “genuine" environmen- 
tal problems. 

“Die industry’s lack of re- 
sponse is leaving the field open 
for a chsproportionate amount of 
political attention to be concen- 
trated on the presumed threat to 
the environment forcing govern- 
ments to commit themselves to 
measures which are based on 
uncertain evidence at best," he 
said. 

Meanwhile, negotiators said 
Tuesday they were nearing agree- 
ment on the Earth Summit's main 
issue — how to pay for the 
meeting’s goal of economic de- 
velopment without environmen- 
tal destruction. 

U.N. staff produced estimates 
before the summit showing that 
their blueprint for a green 21st 
century would cost $600 billion 
per year to implement folly. The 
numbers bonified industrialised 
nations, who were expected to 
foot $125 billion of the bill in aid, 
and led to sharp exchanges be- 
tween North and South. 

Rubens Ricupero, the Brazi- 
lian diplomat chairing the panel 
on funding, told reporters Tues- 
day that a marathon negotiating 
session had produced agreement 
on most of die final text to be put 
to world leaders later in the 
week. 

“We have advanced quite a 
lot,” he said. “Between 65 and 70 
per cent of the work has been 
concluded but it’s slow going.” 

Talks were expected to go on late 
into the night to wrap up a document 
that could be presented to tbe 
U.N. Conference on Environ- 
ment and Development's main 
committee Thursday. 

Mr. Ricupero's optimism was 


echoed by a member of the U.S. 
delegation, who came out of the 
talks saying he was much more 
optimistic that agreement could 
be reached than Monday. 

Neither was prepared to com- 
ment in detail on the discussions, 
but delegates from Egypt and 
Poland said the main sticking 
point — a demand by Third 
World nations that the industrial- 
ised world promise to reach a 
U.N. target of firing 0.7 per cent 
of gross national product in aid by 
the year 2000 — was likely to be 
referred to ministers for a deci- 
sion later in the week. 

No final wording had been 
readied, but negotiators were 
considering offering the ministers 
three formulas, delegates said. 
One would be to reach the aid 
target by 2000, a second by 2000 
if possible, and the third by 2000 
or later. 

The United States does not 
accept the 0.7 per cent goal and 
several European nations that do 
have refused to commit them- 
selves to a firm target date. 

Delegates said they viewed 
favourably a standard Brazilian 
compromise paragraph that could 
be inserted into all the 150-plus 
parts of other summit texts where 
money was mentioned. 

The paragraph avoids commit- 
ting rich nations to any specific 
sums of money, saying that the 
U.N.’s cost figures for each of its 
so-called Agenda 21 programmes 
are indicative estimates only and 
that actual costs will depend on 
what government agree to. 

Some diplomats also noted that 
finance talks had been compli- 
cated by the fact an agreed text is 
needed by Thursday to meet the 
conference timetable but many 
pledges of money are unlikely to 
come until world leaders arrive 
for the summit's weekend finale. 


Kenyan economy freezes while politics boil 


NAIROBI (R) — Drought at 
borne and recession in the West 
halved economic growth in 
Kenya last year and a further fell 
is expected when the country 
enters the era of multi-party poli- 
tics. 

Official figures have confirmed 
fears of Western diplomats wor- 
ried that one of Africa’s most 
robust economies is now on ice at 
the same time that its politics are 
near boiling point. 

Die government’s annual sur- 
vey showed that growth of real 
gross domestic product (GDP), 
adjusted for inflation, slowed to 
23 per cent from 4.3 per cent in 
1990 and five per cent the pre- 
vious year. 

It was the lowest growth rate 
since a regional drought of 1984 
which slashed Kenya's economic 
expansion to a dismal 0.9 per 
cent. 

“The expected trends indicate 
a depressed state of the economy 
and we expect the growth rate of 
real GDP to remain low at 
around two per cent in 1992,” 


Planning and National Develop- 
ment Minister Zachary Onyonka 
said in a statement. 

He blamed recession in the 
West, which cut receipts from 
Kenya's main foreign exchange 
earner, tourism and one of the 
worst droughts on record, which 
slowed real growth in its agri- 
cultural backbone to a negative 
1.1 .per cent. 

Kenya's tourism image also 
suffered a serious setback in 1988 
with the murder of British tourist 
Julie Ward: 

A spate of attacks on tourists 
has prompted some Western 
countries to counsel their nation- 
als to stay away from the Masai 
Mara Gave reserve. 

A growth rate of less than four 
percent means Kenya is failing to 
keep pace with its annual popula- 
tion growth rate, one of the 
world’s highest, and that there 
has been no increase in living 
standards. 

The figures added up ro grim 
reading for President Daniel 
Arap Moi, who bowed to domes- 


tic and international pressure last 
December and announced that he 
would allow mutli-party elections 
for the first time in 26 years. 

Die figures showed inflation 
measured by consumer prices in- 
creased from 15.8 per cent in 
1990 to 19.6 per cent in 1991. 

“As a result, and even chough 
wage earners benefited through 
increases, real average earnings 
fell in 1991 while most interest 
rates were negative in real 
terms,” die survey said. 

A recent survey by tbe mass 
circulation Nation newspaper 
showed that about three quarters 
of those polled believed corrup- 


tion and eroding standards of 
living were the priorities any new 
government should tackle. . 

Since opening the door to 
multi-party democracy, Mr. Moi 
has accused the opposition of 
inciting the worst tribal blood- 
shed since independence in 1963 
in which at least 130 people -have 
been killed. 

The opposition, in a daily ex- 
change of counter allegations in 
the lively local media, has ac- 
cused Moi of stirring up the fight- 
ing to justify declaring a state of 
emergency and calling off the 
polls, for which no date has been 
set. 


ts 


Bahrain to spend 
$20m on new oil wells 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain, the 
smallest Gulf oil producer, has 
said it would spend about $20 
milli on to drill 50 shallow oilwells 
over the next two years in a bid to 
squeeze more crude out of its 
dwindling reserves. 

Mohammad Saleh Sheikh Ali. 
chief executive of the Bahrain- 
National Oil Company (BANO- 
CO), said the wells would be 
drilled to a depth of around 3,000 
feet in the island’s main produc- 
ing field. 

Mr. Ali told reporters BANO- 


CO was also studying the possi- 
bility of using enhanced oil recov- 
ery techniques such as horizontal 
dnlling, carbon dioxide flooding 
and water injection. 

Some expats predict the Gulf 
island state — which was the first 
Arabian Peninsula country to dis- 
cover oil in 1932 — could run out 
of oil within a decade. 

Bahrain produces between 
42,000-45,000 barrels per day (b/ 
d) of oil but imports a further 
200,000 b/d from Saudi Arabia to 
process in its refinery. 


International Community School 

P.O.Box 2002, Khilda, Amman 
Now Registering for September 1992 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-1 1 years and we 
are the only school in Amman to offer the full British Curriculum 
adapted for the International Community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special support for 
non-English speakers. Staff are U.K. qualified and Music, P.E. 
and Drama are taught by specialists right through the school. 
French and Arabic are also offered. 

The school provides a pleasant stimulating environment — care 
is taken to meet the needs of each individual child. Visits 
encouraged. 

Tlw school Is open daily, Sunday - Thursday, 7:45 
ajn.-1:3Q p.m. t until 25th June. 

Gat further details by telephone: 841070, Fax: 847109 





Cinema 


Tel: 677420" 
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Tel: 634144 
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1) TEEN AGENT 

Shows: 2. 830. 1030 

2) MUSIC FEVER y 

Shows: 1230. 330. 630 X 


BSS3 

Tel: 675571V 

A1 Mashini theatre \ 


1) DEATH WA 

2) GHOST 


\ 


Shows: Death, 1030. 1230. 230. 830. 1030 


Shows: GHOST, 4:30. 630 



Today and everyday at 8:30 p.m. 

The Musical Play 

TIME FOR WHOM 

In conjunction with the National Troupe for 
Traditional Arts directed by Mohammad' 
Dmour 

SOON Sjndfbad and Sbahrazad play J 
' directed by Hakim Harb - . / 


Adel Imam & Yusra 
in 

AL 1RHAB 
AND KEBAB 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 3:45. 6:45. 8:45, IMS 


:/r 


fcVih. 1 


y 










Tel: 798181 








eWorld News 

U.S.,NATOto~~ 
pressure Serbia more 


JORDAN TIMES, THlIRSPAY-FRIPAY, , 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — The 
United States told its NATO 
allies on Wednesday that Serbia 
should be further isolated by 
being prevented from taking the 
place of former Yugoslavia in 
major international organisa- 
tions. 

Alliance sources told Reuters 
the plan, which follows U.N. 
approval of economic sanctions 
two weeks ago, was aimed at 
putting more pressure on Serbia 
— blamed by the West for the 
continued fighting in what used to 
be Yugoslavia. 

Washington would seek U.N. 
approval for the idea, which 
would be proposed officially in 


the chain of attempts to force the 
Serbs to see things our way by 
political means,” said one diplo- 
mat. “There is still no serious talk 
of military intervention, not at 
NATO nor anywhere else.” 

The international legal status 
of Yugoslavia has been in some 
doubt, particularly since several 
of its former republics — includ- 
ing Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia 
and Slovenia — were admitted to 
the United Nations last month. 

Yugoslavia’s seat there is cur- 
rently filled by a charge d’affaires 
loyal to Belgrade. Serbia and 
Montenegro proclaimed a new 
Yugoslav state at the end of 
April, bur this was ignored by 


ft e next few daysat the United ’«« « <■» international com- 
Nations. U.S. ambassador to mnnity. .. . . _ 


NATO William Taft unveiled the 
plan at a Brussels meeting of 
envoys from the 16 alliance na- 
tions. 

The United States wants a firm 
U.N. commitment that Serbia 
and its tiny ally Montenegro have 
no right to claim they are the 
legitimate successor states to 
Yugoslavia. 

This would mean they would 
have no automatic right to take 
over Yugoslav seats in key orga- 
nisations including the United 
Nations itself, the 52-nation Con- 
ference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE) or the 
International Monetary Fund. 

“Serbia would then have to 
negotiate to have a place in those 
bodies, which means that it would 
have to give proof of certain 
standards of internationally 
acceptable behaviour,” said one 
NATO diplomat. 

With Sarajevo under heavy 
shelling and its people facing 
starvation, the United States has 
rejected an appeal from the presi- 
dent of Bosnia-Herzegovina to 
bomb Serb forces besieging the 
capital of his republic. No West- 
ern nation appears ready to try 
military intervention as a possible 
solution for now. 

“The U.S. idea is another in 


It was not immediately dear 
what chances the latest U.S. plan 
has of success. 

The United States, France and 
Britain — all NATO allies — 
hold three of the five permanent 


seats on the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. But Washington had to over- 
come opposition from Russia, 
among often, to push through 
sanctions against Serbia. 

Meanwhile government leaden 
in the capital of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina took to basements 
Wednesday as Sarajevo shud- 
dered under intense shelling. 
Officials said at least seven peo- 
ple were lotted. 

An advance U.N. team of ab- 
out 50 French technicians led by 
Gen. Louis Mackenzie of Canada 
left for Sarajevo from the Serbian 
capital Belgrade to begin securing 
the Serb-controlled airport for 
relief-supply flights, said U.N. 
spokeswoman Barbara Shannon 
Boyd. 

“Their job will be to inspect 
the airport, and Gen. Mackenzie 
will first meet the representatives 
of all rides to try to restore the 
ceasefire,” she told the Associ- 
ated Press in Belgrade. 


Meciar refuses to meet Havel 


BRATISLAVA, Czechoslovakia 
(R) — Slovak leader Vladimir 
Meciar on Wednesday snubbed 
President Vaclav Havel, refusing 
to meet him and further harden- 
ing attitudes before a second 
round of tense-Czech-Slovak 
talks. 

Mr. Havel, consulting the par- 
ties that won last weekend's 
general election and trying to find 
ways to keep Czechoslovakia 
together, will meet Mr. Medar’s 
party on Thursday. 

But the reclusive and secretive 
Meciar,. who wants Mr. Havel 
removed from office, will not set 
foot in Prague Castle. He is due 
to hold a more tough negotiations 
with Prime Minister ! designate 
Vaclav Klaus in Prague later on 
Thursday. 

“Mr. Meciar will not be in the 
delegation of the Movement for a 
Democratic Slovakia (HZDS) 
which will meet President Havel 


before his talks with Civic Demo- 
cratic Party (ODS) leader Vaclav 
Klaus," HZDS spokesman 
Bohuslav Ged told a news con- 
ference on Wednesday. 

The talks between Mr. Meciar 
and Mr. Klaus, whose parties 
won the elections in their respec- 
tive Slovak and Czech republics, 
are crucial for the further func- 
tioning of the country before a 
possible break-up. 

Mr. Meciar has said he favours 
a stimmed-down federal government that 
woold ran the country until a 
referendum deddes whether both 
parts should go their independent 
ways or stay together in a loose 
confederation. 

Mr. Klaus has stated that any- 
thing but a finn union of both 
pom of the country is unaccept- 
able, He also firmly supports Mr. 
Havel's re-election next month as 
president. 


Italians welcome crackdown, 
anti-Mafia swoop grows 


ROME (R) — Italians on 
Wednesday welcomed a tough 
government crackdown on the 
Mafia as the number of mobsters 
detained in a giant nationwide 
swoop swelled to 1,400. 

. “This corresponds point by 
point ... to what the overwhelm- 
ing majority of Italians have been 
asking for so long,” wrote histo- 
rian Mario Cervi in the Milan 
newspaper D Giornale. 

The giant dragnet began early 
on Tuesday morning, hours after 
the cabinet approved a compre- 
hensive package of tough new 
measures to combat organised 
crime. 

Luigi Rossi, head of the nation- 
al criminal police division, told 
Italian radio on Wednesday 
morning that some 1,400 known 
organised crime members were 
taken to police stations, most in 


the southern Mafia strongholds of 
Sicily, Calabria and Campania. 

Most had been benefiting from 
house arrest, bail, early release 
and other programmes available 
to all convicts. 

Most had been benefiting from 
bouse arrest, bail, early release 
and other programmes available 
to all convicts. 

Mr. Rossi said 240 Mafiosi had 
been sent back to jail. Some were 
allowed to return home and most 
were still being processed. 

He added that some of those 
detained had said they were will- 
ing to cooperate with investiga- 
tors. 

The decree was a direct re- 
sponse to Italy’s worst Mafia out- 
rage in a decade — the killing of 
top crime-fighter judge Giovanni 
Falcone, his wife and three body- 


guards with a huge highway bomb 
in Sicily on May 23. 

Justice Minister Claudio Mar- 
telli has said that by denying 
Mafiosi benefits granted to other 
prisoners the decree aimed to 
break the chain of “Omerta” — 
the Mafia ; code of silence. 

. .“This ist\e road to take,” said 
the Rome n rwspaper D Messag- 
gero. 

The newspaper said the Mafia’s 
challenge to \\e state made it 
necessary to reioond with provi- 
sions which giaranteed fun- 
damental constitutional rights but 
also better protected citizens 
from organised crime. 

Most magistrates fighting the 
Mafia in Sicily welcomed the 
decree but expressed bitterness 
that Falcone bad had to die in 
order for the government to act. 


Bush wins N. Dakota primary; 
Quayle attacks cultural elite 


BISMARCK. N-D. (Agencies) — 
President Bush, his nomination 
long ago sewn up, won the Re- 
publican Party primary in North 
Dakota on Tuesday. But Ross 
Perot's 15 per cent in the just-for- 
show Democratic primary mir- 
rored estimated write-in support 
in primaries in Oregon and 
Washington. 

Political extremist Lyndon 
Larouche, a perennial candidate 
serving a 15-year prison sentence 
for mail and tax fraud, was lead- 
ing the Democratic contest, and 
comedian Pat Paulsen had nine 
per cent of the Republican vote. 

But every other result was quir- 
ky in contests that even state 
officials weren't taking very 
seriously, coming after last Tues- 
day's primaries in six states that 
sealed the nominations for Mr.. 
Ginton, the governor of Arkan- 
sas, and Mr. bush. 

The Democrats’ contest was 
advisory only, since their 15 
pledged delegates were allocated 
in springtime caucuses. Mr. Clin- 
ton wasn’t even on the ballot and 
as a write-in candidate, trailed 
the pack. 

With 54 per cent of the pre- 
cincts reporting, the Democratic 
results were Mr. Larouche 31 per 
cent, Nevada millionaire Charles 
Woods 29 per cent, Miami comic 
Tom Shiekman 21 per cent, Mr. 
Perot 15 per cent, Mr. Clinton 4 
per cent. 

Mr. Bush was winning 89 per 
cent on the Republican side, with 
comedian Pat Paulsen collecting 
nine per cent and Texas bil- 
lionaire Mr. Perot, 2 per cent. 

Election officials had reported 


a number ■ of calls from voters 
with questions indicating they in- 
tended to cast write-in votes. 

Mr. Bush already has sewn up 
the Republican nomination and 
his race here with Mr. Paulsen for 
North Dakota's 17 delegates 
was a laugher. 


Qoayle attacks cultural elite 

Meanwhile, U.S. Vice Presi- 
dent Dan Quayle told cheering 
southern Baptists on Tuesday 
that a cultural elite rooted in 
Hollywood and the media is cor- 
rupting moral values. 

“The cultural elite believes all 
lifestyle? are equal. They think 
fathers are dispensible and pa- 
rents don’t have to be married or 
even of t tit opposite sex. They 
are wrong,” he said. 

The remark drew one of sever- 
al standing ovations from more 
than 15,000- delegates to die 
annual meeting of the southern 
Baptist convention. The Baptists 
are the largest U.S. Protestant 
denomination. 

The cultural elite is “guilt 
free,” he added, and believes the 
simple solution to an out-of-wed- 
lock child is “to get rid of it. Our 
solution for those who can't raise, 
the child is adoption.” 

The cultural elite, Mr. 
Quayle said, covers Hollywood 
and the media and is on one side 
while “the rest of us are on the - 
other.” 

An Associated Press polls 
shows that Americans support 
legal abortion in their states by 
two to one, apd one in four would 
base their vote on a candidate’s 


position on the abortion issue. 

The abortion issue could take 
on unusual prominence this year 
in both state and national elec- 
tions because the U.S. supreme 
court is expected to rale this 
summer on a Pennsylvania law 
restricting abortion rights. 

If the supreme court reverses 
its 1973 ruling and lets each state 
make its own abortion laws, 57 
per cent of those polled would 
want abortion to remain legal in 
their state, while 27 per cent 
would want it made illegal. The 
remainder were not sure, or 
would want it illegal in some 
cases. 

Just one-fifth of the 1,009 
Americans polled are firmly 
opposed to abortion. And just 
half those abortion opponents 
said the issue would matter in 
voting for their state legislator. 

Three in five Republicans, and. 
two in three Democrats and inde- 
pendents said they would not 
vote on the basis of a candidate’s 
position on the abortion issue. 
The 25 per cent who would 
vote on that basis holds among 
both registered voters -and. the 
overall adult population, but it is 
higher, 30 per cent, among 
women. 

Candidates who use the sup- 
reme court case as a springboard 
. for making abortion rights a cam- 
paign theme should have a big 
pool of support. The poll found 
that 58 per cent of adults think a 
woman should be allowed to have 
as abortion as long as a doctor, 
agrees to pe rfor m one. An addi- 
tional 16 per cent would permit 
abortion in some rirdimstanccs- 


Khmer Rouge bans U.N. 
troops, refuses to disarm 


PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — The Khmer Rouge has 
refused to disarm its fighters or 
permit U.N. peacekeepers on its 
territory, atop U.N. officials said 
Wednesday. 

A major guerrilla leader said if 
the Khmer Rouge does not dis- 
arm its fighters ins group also will 
not lay down its weapons, jeopar- 
dizing the October peace agree- 
ment. 

Yasushi Akastri, bead of the 
U.N. transitional authority in 
Cambodia, warned that fighting 
could break out again if the 
Khmer Rouge does not change its 
position. 

He told an emergency meeting 
of the four Cambodian factions 
and U.N. officials that the Khmer 
Rouge “refusal constitutes a clear 
breach of the peace agreement 
and is therefore unacceptable.” 

The U.N. was scheduled to 
demobilise and disarm fighters 
from the four factions on Satur- 
day, but Khmer Rouge refusal 
has thrown the process into ques- 


tion. 

Khmer Rouge leader Khieu 
Samp ban told U.N. officials 
Wednesday bis fighters would not 
disarm becaus e the U.N. had not 
implemented other aspects of the 
peace accords. 

He sai d Vietnam had secretly 
sent thousands of troops into 
Cambodia despite the peace 
accord’s call for the U.N. to 
verify the withdrawal of aU Viet- 
namese forces from Cambodia. 

The U.N. says it has no evi- 
dence Vietnamese troops are still 
in Cambodia. 

“The peace plan has been bet- 
rayed,” said a senior Khmer 
Rouge official in Phnom Penh 
who requested anonymity. “Cer- 
tain co un tries have turned the 
peace process', main objective 
into eliminating and destroying 
the Khmer Rouge.” 

The Khmer Rouge also called 
for the dismantling of the Vietna- 
mese-installed government in 
Phnom Penh as a condition to 
proceed with disarmament. 


Thai parliament reduces 
military power 


BANGKOK (AP) — Parliament 
on Wednesday amended the con- 
stitution to reduce the power of 
the military, which is widely re- 
viled for its brutal repress** of pro- 
democracy demonstrations last 
month. 

But as parliament voted, hun- 
dreds of pro-democracy advo- 
cates gathered outside and vowed 
to fight against the likely nominee 
for prime minister, who has close 
ties to the military. 

Lawmakers overwhelmingly 
voted in favour of four constitu- 
tional amendments, including 
one that insures future prime 
ministers are elected members of 
parliament rather than appo i nted 
outsiders. 

The amendments also bar the 
military-appointed senate from 
voting on legislation and mandate 
that the parliament president 
comes from the elected lower 
house rather than the senate. 

The vote on the key . amend- 
ment, that the prime minister be 
an ejected, member of parlia- 
ment, was 514 in favour and one 
against. Ten legislators were ab- 


Anand named premier 

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — Anand Panyaracfaun. a highly 
respected technocrat who led the country for more than a year, 
was named prime minister of Thailand on Wednesday. Television 
stations reported that Mr. Anand, a former diplomat and 
businessman, was named to the country's highest political post by 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the constitutional monarch. 

WORLD NEWS IN BRL’F 

Surgeons separate 13-month-old twins 

HOUSTON (R) — Doctors at Texas Children’s Hospital on 
Tuesday separated in dramatic eight-hour surgery two 13-montb- 
oid girls who were joined from the chest to the abdomen. The 
girls, identified only as Tiesha and Iesha, were joined together by 
heart ventricles, or pumping chambers, and their livers were 
fused, hospital officials said. The two girls each bad hearts but one 
had narrow heart chambers which bad to be widened during an 
earlier surgical procedure, hospital officials said. A team of six 
doctors separated the hearts and split the liver in half during the 
surgery. 

South Africa rejects Amnesty report 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — South Africa on Wednesday rejected 
a report by the London-based human rights organisation Amnesty 
International accusing its security forces of involvement in 
political killings. “It is a one-dimensional view,” said Captain 
Craig Kotze, spokesman for the department of law and order. “It 
ignores the indisputable fact that the violence is caused by 
political rivalry betwen the African National Congress and the 
Inkatha Freedom Party,” he said. “It also ignores the fact that 
police themselves are the targets of violence.” Amnesty Interna- 
tional, which sent a fact-finding team to Sonth Africa in 
December, said the country’s reform process could break down 
unless the government acted to end abuses by its police and army. 


EC, U.S. at odds 
at Earth Summit 



seat from the vote. 

As parliament voted, some 500 
demonstrators gathered outside 
to protest the nomination of for- 
mer air force officer and political 
party leader Somboon Rabong as 
the country’s 20th prime minister. 

Tuan-Chai Rajaporn, one of 
the demonstrators outside parlia- 
ment, said pro-democracy groups 
would “fight to the end” to oust 
Mr. Somboon. 

“Even more bloodshed will 
occur if Somboon is the prime 
minister. We will fight to the end 
to get rid of this guy,” he said. 
“No more people from this (six- 
party coalition) gang can run the 
government.” 

Mr. Somboon ’s chart Thai par- 
ty is allied with five other pro- 
military parties. Together they 
control 194 of the 360 parliament 
seats. 

“There will be a little trouble, 
with some demonstrations, but I 
don't think it will be as large as 
before. The people will give him 
time to work,” said pro-govern- 
ment legislator Suwit Khunkrtti. 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — The 
European Community, ignoring 
reported pressure from the Un- 
ited States, jot Tuesday agreed a 
statement urging industrialised 
countries to join it in taking more 
ambitious action to tackle global 
wanning than laid down in a new 
U.N. treaty. 

Officials said the text, agreed 
by EC environment ministers 
attending the Earth Summit here, 
aimed to reaffirm the 12-nation 
community’s leadership on the 
global warming issue without iso- 
lating Washington. 

However, the statement 
seemed likely to embarrass the 
United States, the biggest angle 
source of “greenhouse effect” 
gases, which is already at odds 
with other rich countries here 
over its refusal to sign a key 
treaty to protect the world’s 
biological nebes. 

President George Bush’s admi- 
nistration had made dear its 
opposition to a similar initiative 
launched last week by Austria, 
Switzerland and the Netherlands' 
through its ambassadors in those 
countries, a Swiss official here 
said on Monday. 

Washington refuses to tie itself 
down to binding commitments to 
limit output of carbon dioxide 
and other such emissions and 
succeeded in keeping any such 
obligations out of the U.N. global 
warming treaty finalised last- 
month. • 

The EC, which has commited 


itself to capping carbin dioxide 
(C 02 ) emissions at 1990 levels by 
the year 2000, had wanted this 
obligation written into the con- 
vention for all industrialised 
countries. 

The EC statement agreed on 
Tuesday reaffirmed the bloc's sta- 
bilisation commitment and, with- 
out mentioning any names, called a 
on other developed countries to 
match it. 

“The community and its mem- 
ber states urge ••• all other indus- 
trialised countries to take steps 
and commitments similar to those 
adopted or foreseen by the com- 
munity,” the statement said. 

The EC’s proposed strategy for 
S tabilising fiv emissions includes 
a highly controversial tax on 
energy, an idea Washington has 
consistently refused to consider. 

In what officials said was a 
crucial passage, the EC statement 
interpreted the U.N. convention 
as committing signatories to in- 
troduce measures aimed at re- 
turning C 02 emissions and other 
greenhouse gases to 1990 levels 
by the end of the decade. 

Officials said this interpreta- 
tion made the treaty more bind- 
ing than Washington may like. 

The EC statement will Be deli- 
vered formally by Portuguese 
Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco 
Silva, whose country is current 
president of the community, 
when he signs the U.N. conven- 
tion on behalf of the bloc later in 
the week here. 


43 die In Ukr ainian min e 


KIEV (R) — One of Ukraine's 
worst coal mining disasters killed 
at least 43 miners when an explo- 
sion sent clouds of poisonous 
carbon monoxide gas swirling 
through a pit, officials said on 
Wednesday. 

Officials at the Ukrainian coal . 
minin g safety agency said another 
five bodies were brought to sur- 
face after Tuesday’s explosion. 

• Reports on Tuesday said 38 
people were killed and another 18 
miners were unaccounted for af- 
ter the explosion at _ Kiasnodon, 
near Ukraine's eastern border 
with Russia. 

Authorities said 24 miners 
were treated m hospital and res- 
cue work wgs continuing. 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk sent messages of con- 
dolence and the government set 
up a commission of enquiry under 
Deputy Prime Minister Viktor 
Slcpichev. 

The Disaster struck at the 
Snkhodolskaya-Vostochnaya 
min e during blasting operations 


on Tuesday afternoon. 

Methane gas exploded, killing 
eight men instantly. Coal dust 
caught fire, spreading carbon 
monoxide down tunnels and into 
the mine’s ventilation system. 

The accident was a blow to the 
newly independent republic’s 
attempts to keep its vital energy 
industries going in the face of 
declining reserves, technical 
obsolescene and a lack of invest- 
ment. 

Thirty-one min ers died in a 
similar accident in June 1991, 
after a fire in a conveyor-belt at a 
coalmine in nearby Donetsk, 
heart of the giant Donbass field. 

In the former Soviet Union, 
coal-mining was renowned as the 
most dangerous branch of in- 
dustry. . 

■ When nriners went on strike 
last year for nine weeks before 
the break-up of the superpower, 
their main grievances were 
appalling working conditions and 
poor safety equipment. 


L. A. police chief 
files for retirement 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Days 
after angering city leaders by 
threatening to stay on, police 
chief Daryl Gates has filed a 
formal request for retirement on 
June 28. 

Mr. Gates, 65 filed bis request 
Tuesday with the Pension De- 
partment, a rubber-stamp agen- 
cy. With nearly 43 years with the 
police department, including 14 as 
chief, he will get an annual pen- 
sion of $128,525. His salary is 
$177,000. 

The chief agreed during the 
furor over the beating of motorist 
Rodney King by four White police 
officers last year to retire in 
April. He threatened last week to 
postpone his departure a second 
time unless some captains’ eligi- 
bility for promotion was ex- 
tended. 

On Monday, however, he said 
he was merely bluffing and 
wanted to show that die police 


Suharto remains strong despite losses 


JAKARTA (R) — President' 
Suharto's party lost ground in 
Indonesia’s general election, 
according to near-complete 
official returns on Wednesday, 
but political analysts doubted , 
his 27-year hold on power 
would be threatened. 

After nearly 90 million votes 
had been counted, the ruling 
Golkar Party had taken 67 per 
cent of Tuesday’s vote com- 
pared to a final 73 per cent in 
the 1987 election. 

The opposition vote was 

S lit, with the Muslim-based 
nited Development Party 
(PPP) slightly ahead of the 
populist Indonesian Democra- 
tic Party (PDI). Both parties 
complained of cheating and 
harassm ent of their candidates. 

“If (Golkar) went much 
above the last election total it 
would be embarrassing,” one 
Western diplomat said, point- 
ing to past allegations that 
elections were heavily 
rigged. 

“For Suharto a smaller 


majority is acceptable. But less 
than 65 per cent could be a 
dent in his position,” added an 
Asian diplomat, noting Golkar 
officials had been .aiming for 
around 70 per cent of the vote. 

The election was for 400. 
seats in parliament, a largely, 
rubber-stamp body dominated 
by Gen. Suharto’s party since 
be rose to power in 1965 in tbe 
wake of a failed coup blamed 
on Communists. 

Some analysts predicted the 
final tally would bring the Gol- 
kar tally much higher. About 
107 million Indonesians were 
eligible to vote in tbe world’s 
fourth most populous country. 

“It’s going to be embarras- 
singly high, paradoxically. The 
.election has been more fair and 
voters are being more realistic 
‘because only Golkar can pro- 
vide dear objectives,” leading 
•political commentator Yuwouo 
Sudaraono tokl Reuters. 

“It will be an overall en- 
dorsement for Suharto,” he 
said. 



General Suharto 

Most of the votes, sent by 
military communications to the 
national election centre in 
Jakarta, were expected to have 
been counted by the end of 
■Wednesday. 

Diplomats w ere surprised 

■ that the Muslim PPP appeared 

■ to be pulling ahead or PDI in 


Jakarta especially after huge 
PDI rallies in the capital during 
the campaign. 

As in all 27 provinces, Gol- 
kar is well ahead in Jakarta. 

“We could get a lot more 
votes nationally if the g-Wting 
were held fairly,” Guruh 
Sukarnoputra, a PDI candi- 
date and son of tbe country’s 
fast president, told local repor- 
ters. 

His party had been anxious, 
to put observers at most of the- 
a l mo s t 300,000 potting gfarinn s 
scattered around the tropical 
archipelago but says in some 
places they were kept away. 

“The rejection of PDI obser- 
vers and intimidation of its 
cadres are blatant signs ft gt 
demooacy is ailing in Indone- 
sa,” parly chairman Sniyadj 
was quoted in tbe Jakarta Post 
daily as saying. 

■ “It was not really free from 
cheating. We have yet to exer- 
ctse the fairness they (the gov- 
ernment) promised,” a PPP 
spokesman said. 


department had been taken over | 
by “crummy little politicians.” 

Earlier Tuesday, tbe city coun- 
cil approved a police commission 
request to hire an outside lawyer ! 
just in case Mr. Gates postpones 
his departure. 

“We are caught in a test of wills 
with chief Gates and someone is 
going to lose,” councilman 
Michael Woo said. 

The commission needs an out- 
side lawyer because the dty attor-. 
ney’s office has a conflict of in- 
terest: It represents the police- 
department. 

The council on Tuesday also' 
approved an annual salary of 
$159,390 for Mr. Gates’ suoessor, 
former Philadelphia police com- 
missioner Willie WDHams, who is 
scheduled to be sworn in June 30. 

The acquittal of the officers in 
King’s beating sparked the dead- 
liest race riots in the United 
States this century. 


U.S. newspaper to . 
Diana: Thron the 
bum out 1 , 

NEW YORK (R) — A U.S. ' 
tabloid on Tuesday urged Prin- ; 
cess Diana to leave her husband. 
Prince Charles, naming a page- 
one headline counselling her to 
“throw the bum out” New York 
Newsday, in a story by columnist ' -j 
by Gail Collins, said a “deeply 
unscientific survey” of new York 
women produced “a narrow con- 
sensus for a quickie divorce for 
Princess Diana.” News reports, 
based on two books published in 

■ Britain, have portrayed a loveless 

union that is alleged to have 
Diana, 30, suicidal. New York 
Newsday said the survey found 30 
per cent of the women felt the 
princess should leave her 42-year- 
old husband and 20 per cent 
advised hei to “stick it out.” Fifty 
per cent said that, on a day when 
temperatures climbed into the 
high 80s, it was “too hot to worry 
about some princess.” f 

Plane crash survivor 
walked miles 

ANNISTON, Ala. (AP) — One 
of three survivors of a commuter- 
plane crash that left three people 
dead ctrm hed out of the wreckage 
and trekked three miles (five 
kilometres) through forest and a 
downpour to get help, authorities 
said Tuesday.. Army Sgt. Dennis 
Lachnt, 29, of Fort Lewis, 
Wash., apparently flagged down 
a pickup truck coming out of the 
forest at the Fort McClellan army 
base, and helped rescuers find the 
wreckage more than five hours 
later. “He fought some hard ele- 
ments and that's something to be 
commended,” said Benny 
Hulsey, director of the Anniston 
rescue squad. “You’ve got to be . 
in shock just going through that 
and than waiting out of an iso- 
lated area not knowing which way 
was what.” Two pilots and four 
passengers were aboard tbe GP 
Express plane Monday when it 
went down in fog and nun on a 
flight from Atlanta to Anniston. 

Press Corps lodged 
at 'love motels’ 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) 
— Secret service agents and the 
White House press corps will stay 
at two of Rio’s many “love 
motels” — where rooms normally 
rent by the hour — because of 
President George Bush's belated 
decision to attend the Earth Sum- 
mit. That was the best the U.S. 
consulate could manage after 
Bush finally confirmed be would 
be coming. The president arrives 
Thursday and is booked at nicer 
digs — tire Sheraton Hotel, one 
of Rio’s very best. The secret 
service has booked all 39 rooms 
at VIP’s Motel, which is top-rated 
with four hearts in one local 
guidebook and five bunnies in the 
Brazilian edition of Playboy. The 
White House press corps will be 
lodged at the more modest Dunas 
Motel, which merited a rating of 
two hearts or five bunnies. “The 
U.S. delegation has the entire 
place,” said Elscm, a manager of 
the VIP’s Motel on a cliff over- 
looking tbe Atlantic ocean. 
“We’ve got nothing available for 
our regular clients.” He declined 
to give his last name. 

At VIP’s, the best accommoda- 
tions — the presidential suite — 
usually rents for 200,000 
cruzeiros ($65) for up to 12 hours. * 
The agents who check m there 

■ will be able to take a sauna or 
steam bath, relax in a hot tub, - 
view pornographic films or keep 
watch on themselves in the mir- 
rored ceiling. 

‘Murphy Brown’ 
beats Bush, Perot, 
£llnton, Quayle 

WASHINGTON (R) — Televi- 
sion character Murphy Brown, 1 
who was taken to task by Vice 
President Dan Quayle for having, 
a baby out of wedlock, is more.' 
popular than all the presidential 
candidates and Mr. Quayle him-- 
teif, a pollster said on Tuesday. 
In a “thermometer rating” -that 
gauges how warmly people feel 
toward certain characters, polls- 
ter Richard Wirthlin said 
“Murphy Brown” scored around 
57 or 58 — cooler than record- ■ 
warm Mother Tezesa but much 
hotter than record-cbtti Iraqis 
President Saddam Hussein. 
WirthKn did not give exact “ther- 
mometer ratings" for the pres- 


tndependent candidate Ross 
■Perot scored in tire low SOs, Re- 
publican President George Bush 
'm tire high 40s and' Democrat Bin 
CUntoi in die high 30s. He. gave 
no rating for Mr. Quayle, hot said 
Murphy Brown” outscorcdthe 
vice president. Last month Mr. 
Q°*yie dted the popular fictional 
television ri ew s wom an, played by 
Candice Bergen, as a symbol of 
the decline of fondly values. 
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